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PREFACE. 



In the following pages tlie autlioi' has endeavored to ex- 
plain the cauisea of the stricken and prostcate condition of 
OQp of the mmt dpi i^litful ind formprly one of the most 
]^i luctive Blails n the world, an 1 to indicate the pro 
cesses 1 y whi h m hio ju !gm nt, the laws ot natuie ind 
of tiade ire jiov 1 -ag foi the ultimate restonti n ot its 
ancient jroipenty and weilth They embn -e the 9ub 
stance of obsenttions made Immg a leeent e\ iWii n t 
Jamaica which it is proper foi hmi to saj w«nndei 
t'Jien ineielj foi ret i eat on and with no thought f 
troubl ng the juhht, ibuut it except peihui ly an 
owiiaional lettei to the public journil with whiiii he is 
pofeosionally connected Dui ng his absence be found 
occision to ad liesi everal commiimoationa respe tin, 
Tami in ftui t tip leile « ol the E , P t 
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™l J 1 1 tun wi lipase I t di covei tli t ti -\ 
had been the me ma to omo e\t«iit of devel iin^ 
the hvely cuno^ty whi h jeiwJes tho puUi mml i.t 
America, for information about the pohtic econcancil 
condtion of thit island, attei a dehieiance of sistuen 
yeiTS fi m chattel slaveiy That i,uiio^ity the auth i his 
endeavored to gratify, without attempting to do anything 
more. He has not presumed to write a histoiy or a 
geography of Jamaiea, nor to present a sdentific statement 
of its resources, neither has he written a hook of ti'avels. 
He has limited the personal narrative almost exclusively 
to such incidents as seemed necessary to an intelligible 
analysis of the causes which have redneed Jamaica to her 
present deplorable condition, and of the means which are 
in operation for her ultimate restoration. He has endea- 
vored to give a correct picture of Jamaica as she is, not 
what she has been; nor has he referred to her past his- 
tory, farther than was necessary for that purpose. 

The views he has taken of the wants of Jamaica, and of 
the duty of the Home Government toward her, are essen- 
tially different from those professed, so far as he knows, by 
any political party either there or in England, and yet he 
publishes them with some confidence, for lie is satisfied 
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that tliey arc such as almost any Ameiicaii would adopt, 
who should visit the island and inform himself with tolerar 
ble minuteness, of ite phj-sieal and political condition. 

The author avails himself of this occasion fo make his 
grateful acknowledgements to tiiose friends whose acquaint- 
ance, it was his privilege to make in Jamaica, and whose 
hospitable attentions enabled him to forget Qiat he was 
nearly two thousand miles from his home, a stranger in a 
strange land. He deares also, speciaily to recog-uise his 
obligations to Captdn J. D. "Wilson, of die U. S. Mml 
Steamer, Empire City, to whose devoted courtssy he owed 
many important privileges and facilities diuing his absence, 
and whose personal and professional character, it will 
always be his delight to honor. 
New Yohk, Oct, 21st, 1850. 
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JAMAICA IN 1850. 



Departure fi'oro New York — How to escape soa-sielmeas — Our 
passengeiB— Tayloi', cousin of GeneM ^ichary Tajlor— The 
Pass of Maynguana — Arrival at Port Royal — Commodore 
Broolre — Kingston seen from the Bay. 

It la 11 f ea^j to imRginc •* nine delightful series of 
seiisabjns thin one expeiieBOes m passing at the rate of 
two hiindied and fitty imles 3 day, m a first class steam- 
ship like the Empire City, from the ngoi's «i a northern 
wmtei, to ijke soft, and gemal temperatme of tie tropics. 
It wae the second day sflei New Year's, at precisely 
thiee o'doik m the afternoon, that we sailed from pier No. 
3, leaving New York city behind us all ice-bomid, het 
streets covered with snow and resonant with sleigh bells. 
Furs and woollens enveloped her population, and theiTQo- 
metei's of eveiy sect and denominatioii were agreed that 
the wcatier was very cold. The greater part of the night 
following that of our departui'e, I passed in walking the 
1 
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deck of the atPimei nitliout an overcoat of any kind, and 
was warm ^nd comfot table, as if it were an evening in 
June instead of Jaauary In two days more linen cloth- 
ing was gladly sutetituted by the lesa prudent of our com- 
pany, including myselt, f r fUnnel" and tiie pitch tiickled 
ftom the seams of the ahii 11 d from her rigging, uader 
the unrelenting heit ot a tiopicil sun. But the ah' was 
always pure, soft ail exhihi atmg the heat not in the least 
enervating, and the eftec* of the gi iduai ti'ansition was not 
unlike the delightful seu'^atioiis of a w ai m bitb, protracted 
through a series ot dtj^ insteid of mmutes. No stimu- 
lants afford such delightful tensationa I had small occa- 
sion for sleep, to which I did not devote on an average 
more than three hjura out of every twent) four, nor did I 
auSer any inconvenience from the want of it. I always 
awoke refreshed and hungiy. 

Neither was I sea-sick. I discovered soon after our de- 
parture the propriety of adopting the following precautions, 
to which I presume I owe my exemption from this com- 
mon teiTor of inexperienced sea voyagers. In the first 
place, I was careful never while sitting in the cabin, to rest 
my feet ujion the floor, but always to sti-etch them upon 
the aofa or a chair ; in the next place, I always seated 
myself so that the roll of the ship should pitch me from 
aide to side, and not forward and backward. In the third 
place, whenever I felt in the least unsettled, I was cai-eW 
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never to fix my attention upon any near object, and espo- 
dally avoided reading or writing ; if aecesaaiy, I dosed 
my eyes altt^ether, Rnally, I mado it a point to go re- 
gularly to the table and eat moderately of plain food. By 
the careful observance of these pi'ecautjons, I was enabled 
(o enjoy my voyage without iatermptiou, and I earns to 
the conclusion that most persons, if in good health ivhen 
they embark, may avoid sea-aidcness altogether by follow- 
ing my example. 

In six days from the period of our departure we were 
entering the harbor of Port Eoyal, having made the voy- 
age in less time than it had ever been made before. Fi'om 
tlie time we pai-ted with our pilot off Sandy Hook, until 
we arrived at Jamaica, our wheels never stopped. By 
night and by day, whether we were sleeping or waldng, 
whether watching or dreaming, the massive engine beneath 
Tia, hke an imprisoned ^ant, with arms of iron and breath 
of flame, toiled on without fatigue and without repose. 
The weather was unifoi-mly fine, and all the incidents of 
the voyage conspired to make it pleasant. 

The interior accommodations of the Empire City are 
palatial. I enjoyed the exclusive use of a state-room, most 
ehgihly situated with a sitting-room adjacent, lusuriously 
furnished. Our table abounded with all the luxuries of the 
!New York market, dispensed by one of (te most hospita- 
ble of captains, and our company was exceedingly pleasant, 
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in spite of all lie tiyiug familiarities to wlilcli oue is ex- 
posed IE the cabins of populous ships. 

Among our fellow paasengers was Mr. Catherwood, the 
artist, who was on his way to Central America, whence, 
after a sojourn of a few mouths, he proposed to embai-k 
for California on a professional visit. His large experience 
as a iiaveller in every quarter of tiie globe, rendered him 
an intereslJng and useful addition to our mess. 

Gen. 8. G: Taylor, cousin of the lat« President Zachaiy 
Taylor, was also of our company, accompanied by his wife, 
his son, Captain Marcelhis K. Taylor and his wife, a poodle 
dog and a paiTot General Taylor so closely resembles 
his distinguished cousin that I thought Hiey were brothers 
before I was told that they were kindred. He lacks the 
peiceptive faculties which were the most prominent intel- 
lectual endowments of Zachaiy, but in other respects the 
likeness is veiy striking. For some years past the Gene- 
ral has been consul at Bogota. I believe he holds tlie 
office still, though he is not attending to its duties if it 
have any. He was now on his way to the Isthmus for 
the purpose of prosecuting a speculation in gold mining in 
which he was engaged, with some othei^ in that region. 
A disparity of some forty years between his own age and 
that of his wife seemed only to increase his devotion to 
her, and his consideration for the comfoils of what seemed 
nearer to her than any other living things, except himself. 
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her paiTot and her poodle, which he tended luiremittingly 
when her attention was, as it sometimes had to be, with- 
drawn from one or both of them. Her deTotJon to these 
pete were something of an atmojance to some of her fel- 
low passengers, espedally to a consumptive gentleman 
from New York, who was bound to Jamaica in quest of 
health, and who was the mvoluntaiy auditor of a]I the con- 
versation which piBsed between them ; but it proved at tiie 
same time, tliat if Providence had permitted her marriage 
with the General to be attended witii the usual blessings 
of matrimony, she would have made a most affectionate 
and devot«d mother. 

Capt. Mareelhis K. Taylor, the son of the General, by a 
foi'mer marriage, attained some distinction in the Mexican 
war for his bravery and profeaaonal resoiu'ces. He had 
tiie credit of having devised and constiTicted the coi'n- 
staUi bridge aero^ the ravine near Monterey, over which 
his uncle, the President, marched his whole army in safety 
to the attack of that place. He was, also, one of tiie es- 
cort appointed to attend General Santa Anna when he 
retired from Mexico, after his defeat and siu'i-ender. I 
jiidged him to he aboiit thirty years of age. 

Besides these, we were accompanied by two gentlemen 
from New York, and a company of men m their employ, 
who were going to Jamaica to engage in mining for cop- 
per, ivhich. thiiy tliink may Iw fi-niiiil nn tliat island in 
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gceat abundance. They have ah'eady secured a long lease 
of the lands, or moimtains, rather, on which the mines lie, 
and apealc of their speedy and complete succesB witli entire 
confidence. 

The first laud we made after taldiig leave of the heights 
of Neversinlt, was the point of Mayaguaua, about 1,200 
miles from New Tort. A dangerous coral reef, which 
projecte from the island, gives this point some consequence, 
as it has been more fatal to navigatoi's than any otJiei', I 
beiieve, among the West India Islands. 

It is a sti'iking Olustration of the triumphs of modern 
navigation, tJiat. Captain Wilsoii was able to calculate his 
courses with such accuracy, for a distance of four hundred 
leagues, as to come within half a mile of the point towai'ds 
which he laid the course of the ship, when he toot his 
last departure from Bamegat. We fortunately readied it 
during daylight; had we anived in the night, we should 
have been compelled to lie-too till mommg, the channel 
is so narrow and tortuous. In pasang it from the south, 
the captain says, on hie return voyage, he always keeps on by 
night or day, for he is enabled to get a " departure," so 
recently, from the headlands of St Domingo, that in the 
absence of all currents, lie can navigate the passs^ with- 
out difficulty ; but in coming from the north, owing to the 
varie^ of cui-rents which one encounters in the AtlaBtae, 
it is impossible for the navigator to calculate his position 
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witk sucli accuracy iis to make the passage in the iiigiit 
safe. An error of half a mile in liia reckoning might be 
fatal, 

Tlie thermometer stiwcl at 80° as ive rounded Mayaguana, 
and maay of tlie passengers, like myself were imprudent 
enough to throw off their flannel under clothing. Sad 
experience has since taught me, that flannels are no where 
of 80 much importance to the health, aa in tropical 
climates. 

At seven o'clock on the morning of the 10th, we were 
boarded by a pilot, as we entered Kingston harbor. He 
was a mulatto, intelligent looking, and about 26 years of 
age. He seemed rather overcome by the good luck which 
had befallen him in getting so big a ship. Ho soon, how- 
ever, recovered his self-possession, gave his ordere to the 
man at the wheel, and conducted us safely up in front of 
Port Royal. 

Before the "hip hid fwrly stopj fd we n ip ^uiioundpd 
with boats filled witli n ^oes ■«n:e dre'-std decentlj -md 
some indecenth ind some nut at al! They ill talked at 
once a language ivhich they dea gned foi E ightJi but as 
it would have been immtelhgiblo to me imder flie most 
favorable circumstance' of course amid ■ill this confusion, 
it was like the ipostle's preaching to the Gieeks — foohah 

Some ot fhe ' j\h wpip fill 1 « th t.iTOg'"^ bunnas, 



Hcssdb, Google 



and star apples and other fi-uita, whici oi 
expected to purchase. The empty boats were wailiTig for 
a fare. Such of our company as proposed to land at 
Jamaica, including myself soon made a selection from the 
group, and debarked with ow baggage with as little delay 
as possible. Before we reached the shore, the steamer was 
ploughing her way again across the bay, on her route to 
Chagres. 

We were compelled to stop at Port Eoyal, to have our 
baggage inspected by tlie custom-house oificere, before 
going over to Kingston. The revenne officers were mostly 
colored people. I saw but one white oai'amaa in any of 
the revemie boats, and in tliat one, the coxswain was a 
colored man. 

When the eei'emony of inspection was over, we re-dis- 
tribnted oiTrseU'es in our boats, and bore away for Kingston, 
about ms miles distant, on the opposite side of the bay. 
We had four colored oarsmen, under the command of 
Commodore Brooks, himself, a very black man, with very 
while linen, whose broad pennant of red, with a white 
ball, swung at the mast head, to indicate that he was senior 
ofBcer of the port. Ha told me that he I'cceived his com- 
mission from the admiral on the station, and that no other 
boatmen were at liberty to raise the red flag, but himself, 
I was ariaused at the style in wMch these pretensions were 
asserted, and asked him what he would do if one were so 
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irreverent as to appropriate his color. He said lie would 
go and pull it down, but added, that no one wor^ld dare to 
attempt such an outrage. I felt my eapacitj' to realize the 
dignitj' of our commander gradually expand, and when he 
added, that he had several other boats plying between 
Kingston and Port Eoyal, I was awed. 

Our boat was very well in its way, but the oars were a 
novelty. They consisted of two pieces. One a long pole 
the entire length of the oar, of unifonu size from end to 
end. The other was a board in tlie shape of an ordinary 
oai' blade, which was sphced to the pole in three places, 
with a cord " and nothing else." The oarsmen struck the 
water with the side of tlie blade to which the pole was 
attached, instead of tlie smooth side, out of respect to 
some principle of hydrodynamics, with which I was not 
familiar. Instead of tholepins, they used a rope, tied to 
tlie side of the boat, through which the oar was passed, 
and by which it was detained near, if not in its place, when 
used. The Commodore defended both these novelties witli 
a foi'ce of logic which req^uired nothing but a stupidity 
among his hearers, corresponding with his own, to render 
perfectly conclusive. He was about two hours getting us 
over to Kingston, a distance of about five miles. During 
the voyage I had leisiu^ to contemplate the striking sceuery 
which bounds the city we were approaching, in tlie rear.' 
A high range, of hills, rising gradually to mountains, sur- 
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rounds it ou all sides. These hills tue iiideiited, apijareutly, 
by the ceuturial ■wasliiii^' of runniiij; watei's until they look 
la if some aatnngent bid been poufd over them in their 
days ot foimitaon, uiA coniigated their luiface into its 
jjreHent shape They were green, and as I afteiwards 
dsooieied wPre cuitiiited and mhtlited to then very 
suniiii ta 

As wo appioidiLil the =hoie and fho le^ttation began 
to le^eil ifaelt I r alized, fot thp fii'it time fhit ne were 
within tilt tiopcs We have Irnt weatbei at the north, 
md customhouse iftii-ei-s and negioes — iveither as hot, 
custom house officers as ttoublesome, ai d negroes a^ black 
as -wv Iliaie yet eneo mteied but I had never before seen 
the c coinut and the jlamtain giomtig, as I did now. 
Heie m the de th of wintei oiange tiecs were dropping 
then fiuit, and the lipUinaa were ready to be plucked ; the 
the hgnnmvitse tiee wa^ed its luyunant foliage, orna- 
mented inth J dHlicats blosBoai of siirpasaing Ijeanty ; and 
in the disla ic^ our eyes were dnetted to the waving sugar 
fields of the Oaymanos, and on the mountains, to the 
abandoned coffee estates, belonging to the bankrupt Duke 
of Buckingham, I was most impatient to get on shore, 
tliat I might stray into the country and stai'e the wonders 
of tropical vegetation full in the face. 

Notmthstanding my impatience, I was compelled to 
submit to manv delays. My largest trunk, wliich . was 



Hcssdb, Google 



handled by tUe coaclimau iu Mew York without difficulty, 
engaged tlie devoted exei'tdona of four negroes, in Uie 
effort to draw it from the hoat, which they effected by in- 
stalments, after turning it ovei', as they did every article of 
luggage, several times, and trying it in various ways aad 
from opposite sides, as if to see if they could not in some 
way get the advantage of it. They were two hours in 
transporting our luggage from the boats to our lodgings, 
not haK a mile distant. And as the sub was nearly 
vei'ticle tlie whole timo, their delays were not a little trying 
to the tempers of the best of us. 
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CHAPTER II. 



There are eo firat-cL-^ hotels in Kingston, and tlie best 
aecommodatioiw for ti'aTellers are to be tbund at boai'ding 
houses, of which there ai'e two or three claiming pre- 
cedence, which compare with the others, as warts com- 
pare with corns. They are all kept and served by colored 
people, who enjoy the princely prerogative which attaches 
only to indolent people aud kin^ ; entire immunity from 
all the penalties o£ lapsed time. Tliey have no idea of do- 
ing anything within any spedfied period, and punctnaUty 
T,vith them is- a word, hut Eot a thing. The house at 
which I stopped was inferior to no oflier in Jamaica, and 
was ia many respects satisfactory. It was, however, quite 
impossible to have anything done within any apppijiieij 
period. If breakfast was ordered at eight o'clock, it was 
sure not to be ready till ten. If dinner were ordered at tiwee, 
we congi-atulated ourselves if we got it by live. The waitr 
ers, of which there was an abundance, had no idea of saving 
steps. They would carry every article to the table sepa- 
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rately, and woull '.punl an hjm lunuiiig up -mJ. down 
stairs with things wliicli, with a little foiethou^ht, they 
might have franspoi-ted at ■i sinfile tnp Exc«llent fieili 
fish, good mutton pool poultrj, and ot couwe ftmt of im 
equalled richness and inexhaustible varieties were common- 
ly served in Engliah style ; &e rooms were spacious and 
pleasant, though scantily furnished. It may be interesting 
to some to know that for these accommodations I paid 
fourteen dollars a week. 

My first impresaons of Kingston were not favorable, and 
I had no occasion Upon further acquaintance to change 
them. The city is well enough dtualed, on ground gi-adu- 
ally rising from the sea, at the rate of about one hundred 
feet to the mile, and the mountains which hound it in the 
rear, about four miles distant, furaiah a most desirable re- 
fuge from the esti'eme heats of stimmer, or to invalids who 
require a more bracicg temperature occasionally tlian can 
be furnished below. In a drive of four horn's, one may be 
transferred from an average temperature of eighty degrees 
to one of sixty. But the city of Kingston is a most undesi- 
rable I'esidonoe. The streets are all quite naiTow, scarcely 
wide enough for alleys. The houses are all partially dila- 
pidated, and of course old. Though I have been through 
nearly every sti-eet, I have not seen a single new house 
erecting, save an Lisane Asyhun, which, by the way, has 
i for want of funds. A tenible fire laid a 
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! po t o t tKp tv u B e I > a^o a I 

o i a po ta n of the house ha e beon rebuilt, Tl ew 
tre a. n n h on stosy high o ly au I ery inea In 
the b IS pst pi t of the c ty a 1 on e erj blocli may 
be seen -u^ t lot on vhch a e ci ml ling tJie to nd-* 
t on wi)la f 1 ou e long n nu s Re t a e e ceed ngly 
low, less than halt a tan mtereat on the coat ot the build- 
ings alone — while the vacant lots cannot be said to have 
any market value, there being no sales. There are several 
fine houses yet extant here, but they were all built many 
years ago, when the island was prosperous, and very few 
of them a.re " in repaii'." 

There is not a foot of street pavement to my knowledge, 
in Kingston, and the streets are almost uniformly from one 
to three feet lower in the centre than at the sides. This is 
the result of spring rains which wash down the mountains 
in torrents, and through the streets of the city to the river, 
oftentimes making such channels in them as to render 
them impassable. This periodical visitation was suggested 
to ms by a ipsident, a* the leason foi not paving the street 
w alks That miy be a good rea&on foi Jamaica people, 
but it woul 1 not be a sufficient one foi Yankees, if they 
had to uf'e the streets They would either remove the 
mountains altogether, oi male siich teiins with the rains 
as would indni e them ti. ugp thp Li^h\\ i\ s to the ocean, as 
not abusing them 
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Kiimstoii cmt ims aUout tjity tlijui'iwd inhabitants at 
present, rune tenths of \shom, at leiat, are colored. In 
walking the "tieets, one acaicely meets white persons as 
frequently «ia he would Uxeet colored perwns in New Yovk 
dty. The whites are mostly English, or of English descent. 
The proixn-tioii of Jeire of all colors is fearfully great. I 
had never seen a bMc Jew before, and ,t was astonished 
to find how little the expresaon of the Israelitish profile 
was effected by color. My imagination could never have 
combiaed the sharp and cunning features of Isaac witli the 
thick lipped, cai'eleas, unthinking countenance of Cudjo ; 
but nature has done it perfectly, if tliat can be called s 
combination in which the negro furnishes the color and tlie 
Jew all the rest of the expression. Wliat will be the ulti- 
mate consequence of this corruption of the African blood, 
is a question oFer which die wise men of Jamaica are al- 
ready beginning to scratch their heatls. 

. Though Kingston is the prindpal port of the island, it 
has but little of the air of a commercial city. One looks 
and listens in vain for the noise of carta and the bustle of 
busy men ; no one seems to be in. a huiTy, but few are do- 
ing anything, while the mass of tie popidataon are loung- 
ing about in idleness and rags. The business is mostly 
mercantile, and confined to three or four streets. Here 
are no mechanics or mechanical operatives such as abound 
in the larger cities of the north. Nearly all who do not 
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ti'affic, wait u]^>oii those w!io do, or lead ft life of compara- 
tive indolenee. The piofesaional meTi aie about the only 
exceptions. 

The white inhabitants aie almost all of British descent. 
It is au imcommon thing to meet a Frenchman or a Spa- 
niard in Kingston, The English language is nniversally 
spoken, and in every variety of African dialect. They 
have what they call tiie omnibiK here, which is of tlie ca- 
pacity and shape of a four-wheeled cab. These vehicles 
puraue no specific route, hut cariy their passengers to any 
part of tfee city for twenty-five cents, provided their starved 
horses are equal to the effort, I never tiied any of them 
but twice, but oh both those occasions the horses gave out 
more than ooce before they reached my place of destination. 

I never saw a place so abounding in old people and 
babies. Almost every woman you meet, and of whatever 
age, has an infant in her arras or somewhere upon her per- 
son, while the streets are Uttered witii children more ad- 
vanced. So aged persons are far more abimdaat here than 
in oui' northern cities, Tlismybe ttbtdt tl 
mildness of the weather, hh bl th lipjlto 
be in the ati'eeta at all se th t ] o^m th t 

those infirmities with whi h ■ii Im te afih t 

the aged. But the fact p b bl th t 1 1 th th 
the poor i^ed people die of neglect, privation and exposure, 
as soon as they become too infirm to provide , for all the 
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wwite occasioned l>y our trying cliniit inl ki^ <<11 win 
ters, in Jamaica the same class ils not lenh int ''nch. 
crisis, until mneh more advanced in yeais They neTer feel 
cold weather, they can easily get all flie> leqmrc foi 
their support if tliey can walk, so ahiwdant ne the fnnta 
and edible productiona of the island and thrngh the ties 
which bind flie parent and child togethei 'ue generally 
much more fi'ail here than at the norUi, and though the 
aged raiely depend upon their childrpn toi iny aeaitt'inLe, 
yet the means of subsistence are so much more accessible, 
that one never heare of a pei-son contracting disease oi suf 
fering very seriously for want of fcod 

1 here beheld, for tlie first time a. class of beings of 
whom we have heai'd much, and for whom I have telt con 
siderable interest. I refer to the Goohes impoi1«d by the 
British government to take the place of the faineant ne- 
groes, when the apprenticeship system was abolished. 
Those that I saw were wandeiing about the sti'eels, dressed 
rather tastefully, but always meanly, and usually carrying 
over tlieir shoulder a sort of chi^oitier^s sack, in which 
they (lirew whatever refuse stuff they found in the streets, 
or received as charity. Their figures ai'e generally superb, 
and their eastern costume, to which they adhere as far as 
their poverty will permit of any clothing, sets off their lithe 
and graceful forms to great advantage. Their faces are 
almost iinifomily of the finest cliissic mould, ami illinui- 
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Dated by pairs of those dark swimming and propitiatory 
eyes, ivhich exhaust the language of tenderness and pas- 
Mon at a glance. 

Biit they are tlie most inveterate mendicants on tiie 
island. It is said that those broiight from the ulterior of 
India are faithful and efficient workmen, while those from 
Calcutta and ila vicinity are good for nothing. Those that 
were prowling about the streets of Spaaishtown and King- 
ston, I presume, were of the latter claasj for there is not a 
planter on tlie island it is said, from whom it would be more 
difficult to get any work than from one of these. They sub- 
sist by begging altogether, they are not vicious, nor intem- 
perate, nor troublesome particularly, escept as beggars. lu 
that calling they have a pei-tinadty before which a noi-tli- 
em mendicant would grow pale. They will not be denied. 
They will stand perfectly still and look through a window 
from the street for a quarter of an hour if not driven away, 
with their imploring eyes fixed upon you, like a stiieken 
deer, without saying a word, or nioring a muscle. They 
act as if it were no disgrace for them to beg, as if the least 
indemnification which they are entitled to espect, for the 
outi'sge pei'petrated upon tliem in bringing ihem from thdr 
distant homes to this strange island, is a daily supply of 
tieir few and cheap necessities, as they call for Uietn. 

I confess liiat their begging did not leave npon my mind 
the impression produced by ordinary mendicancy. Tliey 
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do not look as if tiioy onglit to work. I never saw one 
smile, and though they showed no positive siiiFering, I 
never saw one look happy. Each face seemed to be con- 
stantly teOing tlie unhappy story of their woes, and like 
fragments of a broken min-or, each reflecting in all its hate- 
ful proportions the national outrage of which tliey are the 
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CHAP TEK TIT. 

Intermarriage between ihe wMtea and browns— PnMic sentiment 
about color — The proimrtion of colored and white people in 
public and professional employments — Colored people of note 
— The English policy i^iwards tliem. 

It was sixteen yeai's in Aiagust, since slavery was 
abolished on this ialand, and the apprenticeship system, 
which toolt its place, was abolished four yeai's later. Since 
that period, the laws have i-ecogniaed no complesioiial dis- 
tinctions among the inhahitants. The hlaclc people have 
enjoyed tlie same pohtical privileges as the whites, and 
with them have shared the honors and the pati'onage of 
the mother and local goveramenta. 

The effect of this policy upon the people of color may 
be partially anticipated ; but one accustomed to flie pro- 
scribed condition of the free blacks in the United States, 
will constantly be startled at the dimuiished importance 
attached here to the matter of complexion. InteiTnar- 
riages are censtantly occurring behveen the white and 
colored people, their famihes assodate togetlier within 
the ranks to which by wealth and culture tJiey respectively 
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belong, aud public opinion does not recognise any social 
distinctions based eKclusively upon color. Of course, cul- 
tivated or fashionable people will not receive colored pei'- 
sons of inferior culture and worldly resources, but tbe rule 
of discrimination is scarcely more rigorous against tboae 
than against whites. They ai^e received at the " King's 
House" — it is tbus the Governor's residence is styled — 
and they are invited to his table with fastidious courtesy. 
The wife of the present Mayor of Kingston is a " bi-own" 
woman — that is the name given to all the intermediate 
shades between a decided white and decided black com- 
plesion— so also is the wife of the Receiver G-eneral him- 
self an English gentleman, and one of the most exalted 
pubhc functionaries upon the island. 

A circumstance occurred shortly after I airived, which 
may be interesting to some in this connection. It was 
propMcd by some of the officers stationed near Kingston, 
and gentlemen resident in and about tbe city, to give a 
public ball. They proceeded to engage the theatre for tbe 
occasion. Some Jews who, aa a class, incline to indemnify 
themselves for tbeir exdudon from the society of the whites 
by striMng an aUiance with tbe people of color, circulated 
among the latter a report that the committee on invitations 
to tbe ball had resolved, that "no colored person, Jew or 
Dog," should be invited. Of com'se the stoiy produced 
considerable excitement among those most, concerned. 
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The theake l>elongs to tlie city. The commitfee " on 
Uie theake" in tlie Common Council, composed of a ma- 
jority of brown men, quietly turned the key of the theatre, 
and excluded the aitizans sent to an-ange it for the festival. 
The ball had to be postponed in consequence, and finally 
took place at the Camp, a much more desirable place in 
every partieiilar, I was assm-ed by members of the ball 
committee, that the Jew's report was false altt^efher — 
that they had resolved upon no such excluaons. They 
did not propose to invite Jevi's, because no social inter- 
course had existed between them and tiieir respective 
femihes, nor did it appeal- that either party desu'ed 
any ; but they smd that invitations had been sent to the 
daughteiB of the Receiver General and of the Mayor ; 
— all, as I have before mentioned, browns. Before the 
ball took place, I believe the colored people became satis- 
fied that ihey had been deceived, for a bi'own gentleman 
spoke to me with some bitterness, of a determinalion formed 
by the committee oa invitations, as he profe^ed to know 
of his own knowledge, to invite to the ball no pei'sons who 
had ever been behind a counter ; biit he made no allusion 
to the other report 

One unacquMuted with the extent to which the amalga- 
mation of I'aces has gone here, is constantiy liable to drop 
remarks in the presence of white persons, wMch, In conse- 
quence of the mixture of blood tliat may take place in 
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some branch of theii: families, are likely to bo very offen- 
sive. I was only protected from frequent contretemps of 
this kind, by the timely caulJon of a lady, wiio, in explain- 
ing its propriety, said that unless one knows the whole col- 
lateral kindred of a family in Jamdca, he is not safe in 
assuming that they have not some colored connection'!. 

One of the most distinguished barristers on the island is 
a colored man, who was educated at an English university, 
and ate his terms at Lincoln's inn, as must all banisters 
who wish to practice here ; the judicial authorities of the 
island having no power to admit any one to practice the 
law in any of its departments. This is a cireumstance, by 
the way, which has g^ven to Jamaica a bar of no ineon- 
aderable culture and talent. 

It so happened tJiat the Sni'ry Assize was sitting in 
Kington when I ai'rived, Sir Joshua Eowe preaidiEg. I 
availed myself of the courtesy of a professional friend, and 
accompanied him one day to the court, while in session. 
Though the room contained a crowd of people, there did 
not appear to be twenty white persons among them, the 
court and bar inclusive. Two colored lawyeis were sitting 
at the barrister's table, and the juiy box was occupied by 
twelve men, ill but thiee of whom were colored, and all 
but two who were negioes, were Je^vs. Two witnesses 
were c-?ammed before I left the room, both of whom were 
coloied ird bcth pchce ofhccrs. All the ofiicei's of the 
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court, except the clerk, were also colored. I wm assured 
thai moi'e than seven-tenths of the whole police foi^ce of 
the island, amounting to about eight hundred men, are 
colored. Judging fi-om the proportion that fell under my 
obaeivatjon, this estimate cannot be far from coiTect I 
may as well add here, tliat in tlie Legislative Assembly of 
Jamaica, composed of from forty-eight to fifty British sub- 
jects, some tea or a domn are colored men. Kay, more, 
the public printers of the legislature, Messrs. Jordon & 
Osborn, are both colored men, and are likewise editots of 
the leading goveminent paper, the Kingston Journal. 

It was my privilege, shortly after my arrival, to make 
the acquaintance of one of the most highly cultivated men 
I ever met, upon whose complexion the acddenis of birth 
had left a tinge which betrayed the African bar on his es- 
cutcheon, I refer to Mr. Eiohai-d Hill, of Spanishtown. 
He is a brown man, about forty-five years of age, I judged, 
and was educated in one of the English imiveisities, where 
he enjoyed every advantage wMth wealth could pi-ocure 
for his improvement His appearance and address both 
indicate superior refinement. He enjoys an enviable repu- 
tation as a natm'alist, and h^ published a volume on the 
birds of Jamaica, illustrated by his own pencil, which dis- 
plays both literary and scientific merit of a high order. 
He, is one of the stipendiary magistrates of the island, 
upon a salary of £500 sterling per annum. 
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BLACKS IS OFFICE, 25 

It is tlio policy of the present atlmiuistratioii, both in 
Downing sti'eet and Spanishtown, to promote intercourse in 
every possible way, between the (liffereat races in Jamaica, 
and throughout the British West India Islands ; and, to 
this end, the colored people are familiarized as rapidly as 
possible with the political duties of the dtizen — as John 
Bull underatajida them. They have, cei-tainly, a feir share 
of the pubhe patronage, indeed they are esteemed the 
favorites of the goyeniment ; there are one or two black 
I'egiments here constantly under pay; they furnish nine- 
tentlis of the officers of the peniteiiliaiy, and, a& 1 have 
before said, almost the entire pohoe foi-ce of the island, 
and ultimately, I have reason to believe, it is the expecta- 
tion of the home government, that these islands, without 
changing their colonial relations, wiU be substantially 
abandoned by the white population, and their local inter- 
^ts left to the exclnsive management of the people of 
color. But more of this anon, 

"While the entente cordiale between the whites and the 
colored people is apparently sfj^ngthening, daily, a very 
different state of feeling exists between the negroes or 
Africans, and the browns. The latter shun all connection 
by mawiage Tvifh the fonner, and can experience no more 
unpardonable insult, than to be classified with them in ajiy 
way. They generally prefer that their daughters should 
live with a white person upon any f ei'ms, than be man'ied to 
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a negro. Few "will need to lie told that where such, is tlic 
condition of public sentiment in a class, tlie standard of 
femaie virtue among them cannot be reiy liigh. It is, 
perhaps, a trifle higher than, among the slaves. 

It is tlieii' ambition that their o^pring should be ]%ht 
complexioned, and there are few sacrifices they will not 
maJce to accomplish that result, whether mariied or not. 
Color with them, in a measure, mai'ka rani;, and they have 
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"A miBaiciuHry, in wlioBe word 1 CBd IbDrouglily confide, Intbnnedmethatnmr 

md expressed lo ^jd metr hope Out 2io woold iiLtBrcede fbr them vlQi diolr maa- 

'imlhoridefc BoJltMiigih^ Hcqnleeciiice, Bad despBtdicd It to ilB deelitiBlioQ on a 
SeUui^v fbi^noon. No notice of the commui^ciuion waa tSiieii tin Monday, ^hen 
the ibnr negroes voreaiIlfldDnt,Htripped, and laahed, and then told toehowLbetr 
bJeedin^ backs to their parson, andaci;in^tblm OiDt tMs wee Ute Daewerlo Ms 



parties lo the formatian oTthe nupSBl oidon; and I was reonested, in one eus, to 
-'» ray Inaaence in obrialing llils lilnd of oppoddon. A.a aorimes agreed' to 
-KvotorOier re^sEonce to hiHbook'lteepei'aweddliiir, on Ilia wiiimeii^ condition 
iBt I ahould flccompilBli a cooMderable iburaey to pettono the mBrrlBge ceremony. 
L^hen eucb ^aa me atato of the whole colonj, irhen ibttjlcarjon and adnlce^ 
■ere enerywhare practised by to hirde of the soil, and the luiporiDnB Bgente of 
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A HAYTIEN RBfUGEE. 2? 



tlie same feav of being confounded \vitli what they deem 
an inferior caste, tliat is so often exhibited by vulgar peo- 
ple, who have no ascei'tained or fixed social position. 

It was in consequeaee of the state of feeling, ■which I 
have desciibed, that Soulouque, the Emperor of Hayti, who 
is utferiy black, is stated to have recently commenced his 
terrible system of persecution against the browns Upon 
the jiretei ce tl at th y w re nspm g nst h g 
ment, or nt mj 1 t 1 tb c j t< 1 ii nee h d 

warrants t th est fUtl jmnntb vnma 
within his E 1 Th y bl g 1 1 b nd i 

pitately, to Bave their hie.. Manj ot tliem took i Ju^e lu 
Jamaica. 

I visited one who cultivates a small plantation of about 
twenty acres, near Kingston. Nothing about him but his 
complexion and his hair indicated African blood. He had 
a fine intelligent coimtenance, and good address. His 
grounds were under admirable. culture, and displayed skill, 
industry and thrift. His tobacco beds were his pride, but 
ai'ound tliem the riiest tropical fruits and \ egetabl^ to be 
foimd upon the ialani were giowm^ m luxunmt perfec- 
tion. He had been stiipped ot most of his piojjcrty by 
the Emperor, but he wis livina; here m apj aront comfort 
and respectability. Upon the wills of the room m which 
my eompanion and myselt were shown, were suspended 
two portraits, one of his wife and the other of his daughter, 



Hcssdb, Google 



who, lie informed me, is now in Paiis, at school. If the 
likeness be coireet, tlie oiiginal must be exceedingly beau- 
tiful. The paintings were hotli of superior merit as works 

His wife had not been permitted by the Emperor to join 
him, nor did he enjoy very frequent opportunities of hear- 
ing from her. He alluded to hia domestic eon'ows with 
great feeling, but with a Fi authmanS In ■pefiilne=s, he looked 
foi' a time when justice should be done. 

Of course liis indignation agam&t Roulouc[Ue was \eiy 
strong, nor was he much disponed to extenuate hia msje-^- 
ty's faults ; and yet a bnof conversation with hmi first 
led me to doubt whether the Empeior, any moie than 
the devil, was half as black a& he had been painted. I 
aftenvai'da satisfied myself that he ^at, not. Fiom what 
I heard and saw I concluded tJiat he administered a sti'ong 
central government witli as much gentieness as would con- 
sist with, the gTeate&t j,03d of the ^leittst number He 
ia, doubtless, a more beneticent ruler than any biown man 
would have been, because m the first plaw he bel nt,'5 to 
much the more numerous taste there bping many moie 
blacks than browns on the island In the next plic« the 
browns ai-e very genet Jly cunning and talse thej die op- 
pressive upon the bh ks when the\ ba^e powei and aie 
universally more indispose I than the I'l'u.ki ti inj it luc 
tive labor. It seeras better, thei'efore, tliat the blacks should 



Hcssdb, Google 



liave a repi'eseutative of theii' own than ill ^litei di s 
unless be be absolutely wHte, fo go\ein tbem and fr m 
all I can learn, a better man tbaii Soulou |ue was not easily 
to be found. He is a man of stiui g will unsure lased 
courage, an accomplished soldier, knows tbe people be 
mies perfectly, and iu spite of all the scotlers of 1 ItlIv t,o 
vemment may say to the contrary, is kindly dispospl to 
hia people, and to all but bis enemies Dunng my ■atiy 
in Jamaica a Frencii gentleman who was mqumn^ into tbe 
condition of tlie negro population of the West India 
islands, passed a month on the island of Hayti. After bis 
return, he wrote an account of his visit to the cowt of the 
Haytien femperor, in the form of a letter, which was dated 
at Kingston, Mai'cb 18, 1860. This visit waa so recent, 
the account of it is so unprejudiced and satisfactory, it bears 
so directly upon matters fo which I am chiefly desirous of 
dii'ecting the attentioii of my readers, and withal it is liiely 
to reach so few of them in any other way, that I feel that 
I shall add materiaUy to whatever of interest or value these 
pages may possess, by publishing the communication en- 
tire. It will be found in tbe Appendix A. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



His comjieneatior 

St. Jago de la Vega, now and for more than a hundred 
years past called Spanishtown by the people, is the politi- 
cal centre of the island. It lies about east of Kingston, 
and is reached by travei'sing twelve out of the only fourteen 
roiles of railroad in Jamaica. The inhabitants do nothing 
here in a hiuTy, and it is not sm'prising therefore, that the 
average time made by the trains between the two cities, ia 
not less than forty-five minutes, or fifteen miles the hour, 
for which passengei's are expected to pay the sum of 
aevenfy-five cents. Slow as it is, however, it is the only 
punctual thing upon the island, I was told, in this re- 
spect, that it was working an impoi'tant revolution in the 
habits of the islanders. The road had been in operation 
several months before any body believed it was in earnest 
in its houre of departure, and no one ever reached the 
train desired in season, lliey have since learned that 
tlie hnbits of the locomotive are inflexible, and no one now 
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pTeswmes to expect from it the same iiidulgpiica U< thi-ir 
laaness wkich is safely reckoned upon, fi-om every oilier 
style of conveyance. 

Spaniahtown is one of the oldest places on this continent. 
It is supposed to Lave heen founded by Diego Columbus, 
the brother of the discoverer, in 1523. No one visiting 
the place at this time, will dispute its antiquity, nor expe- 
rience much liifBculty in believing that all the houses at 
present standing, were built before Diego left the island, so 
old and iTiinous is iheir general appearance. 

The Governor's residence is here ; here the Parliament 
holds its session nniformly, and the superior courts ocea- 
aionally ; and here are tlie government offices and publiu 
records. The occupants of these public buildings and the 
persons employed about them, 'represent the wealth, intel- 
ligence and industty of the city. I did not see it store in 
the place, though there may have been one or two per- 
haps ; it has not a single respectable hotel, nor did I see 
a dray-cart^ or any similar evidence of activity and thrift, 
{^though a population of 5,000 people issiud to be lodged 
within its precincts. The city is supported mainly out of 
the public treasury. Those that have anything are gene- 
I'aUy connected in some way, directly or indirectly, with the 
pubhc service, and those that have not anything, wait 
upon those who have. 

The pubhc buildings form a quadrangle, one side of 
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wliieli is tlie " King's House,"— tlie resideuce of tlie Gover- 
nor — opposite to it is tlie Parliament House and the other . 
two sides are devoted to tlie public offices and eourts. 
This is all of Spanishfown worthy of notice. 

The present Governor of the island is Sir Charles E. 
Grey, a cousin of Earl Grey, Her Biitannic Majesty's 
Secretary for the Colonies. He is about sixty years of age 
I ahonld judge, and ratb.er stout but vigoTOua and active. 
He is far from being handaom.e but nature has endowed 
him with a benevolent disposition, a rare and genial hu- 
mor, and more than ordinary executive talents, which, with 
the aid of high culture and rai'e experience, have made 
him a decidedly noticeable man. He was educated to the 
bar, and practised in the courts of "Westminster Hall for 
some yeais, not without distinction. Duiing my visit in 
Spanishtown, the British steamer Teviot aiTived, bringing 
the young Earl of Durham, yet quite a lad, who, for the 
sake of Ms health, had chosen this, instead of the more 
direct route, to visit his sister, Lady Elgin, m Canada. 
His arrival furnished the Governor an occasion for laen- 
tioning that the fet fee he ever received as a barrister, was 
two hundred and fifty guineas from this lad's father, in the 
case of his contested election to a seat in Parhament, many 
years ago. The result of the contest vindicated Lord 
Durham's sagacity, and at once gave the young baivist^r 
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His family connection and serviceable talents transfenecl 
him, at a coiiiparitively early age, from tlie bai- ia the 
higbly important post of.judge in India, where he pre- 
sided with disiaiictjon for many years. He was subse- 
quently appointed tJovemor of the island of Barbadoes, 
fi'om ivhence he was promoted to his present position, 
which is esteemed the second govemoiisliip, in point of 
dignity, in the ^ft of the crown — Canada being the SrsL 
Oae of the Govei-nor'a friends here told me, that if Lord 
Elgin should retire from Canada, Sir Charles would 
unquestionably be appomted to his place. The change I 
think would be popiilar in Canada, though one of the 
prominent reasons for removing Elgin, would constitute a 
fatal objection to appointing Sir Chai'les as his successor. 
Botli are necessitous, and cannot spare any portion of tlieir 
incomes to popnlai'ize and strengthen tliemselves with 
among their people ; Elgin does not scruple to use the £300 
appropriated to him by his governmentfor entertaining, to 
the paying off of iuoiimbrancea upon hia estate, and in 
consequence enjoys tlio repntation of being a screw and a 
niggard throughout Canada. 8u' Charles Grey is deeply 
in debt, and I believe has been outlawed by bis creditors ; 
at all events, hia embarrassments were such that lie was 
obliged to leave England. He has been repeate<lly prose^ 
cuted in the courts of the island for his liabilities, and re- 
cently had tlie hardihood to plead his governorship in bar 
2* 



Hcssdb, Google 



34 GOVBRNOB Olil 

of aw action upon one of his bonds. Tho courts very pro- 
perly decided that govemora ha^e no "privilege" which 
exempted them from the payment of tlieir debts, smd he 
was compelled to pay. Thijs pveased at all times hy his 
creditors, of com'se he never has a spare penny which is 
not required to satisfy them, and has no means to entev- 
tain them with that liberahty which his taste would incline 
him, and which made Lord Metcalf so exceedingly popu- 
lar both in Jamaica and afterwards in Canada. 

Lady Grey resides witb her daugbtets, in Engkiid, Lieut 
Charles William, the son of the Governor, is with him in 
the capacity of assistant secretary. This separatioa of the 
family, I am totd, ia one of the consequences of tlie fathei^'s 
improvidence and pecuniary necessities. The catasti'ophe, 
however, ia so enveloped in scandal that I do not feel au- 
thorized upon my information to give its details farther 
currency. 

The Governor ia etc officio Chancellor, the presiding offi- 
cer of the "Court of Ordinary," and pi'esiding officer of 
the " Court of Appeals under Errors." He is also vested 
with the powers of a High Court of Admiralty. Aa 
Governor, he receives a salary of ^30,000 a year, which 
is increased by the feea accniing from his various judida! 
offices some eight or ten tliousand more. His ofEciaJ 
income is not over estimated at forty thoiiaand dollars aii- 
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nuallj ; a very pretfj sura- for a pLiiii man, but not inucli 
for a nobleman, they say. 

Oppodta to ttie Goveinoi'a lesideiiLe, la the House of 
Assembly or Parliament House, where I was impatient to 
meet the Assembled legislative wisdom ot the island, and 
whither I bent my steps ss soon a£l«r my arrival as cir- 
cumstances would pei'mit 

When I entered, the House vi^as " in Committee of th ■ 
Whole on the State of the Island," Mr. Jordan, a brow \ 
man, and one of the editjjrs of the Morning Journal, in 
the cliaii". Mr. Osborne, another brown man, his associate 
in the editorship of the Journal, was speaking. About 
twenty-five members were present. The room was a plain, 
indeed homely sort of, an- apai-tment, competent to hold 
three or four hundred people, and divided in two by a bar, 
within whicli sat the members. ITie room was entirely 
without ornament of any kind, and resembled a country 
court room in the United States. Mr. Jordan, who occu- 
pied the chair, is a clear headed, deUberate, and sagacious 
man, and is perhaps as much as any one, the leader of 
what is called the King's House or administration party. 

Osborne, who was speaking when I entered, was origin- 
ally a slave ; I afterwards had occasion to observe tliat he 
talked more than any otlier man in the hoiKc, though I 
did not perceive tliat ho hat! any particular vocation as an 
oi-.itor. Tic is not cdiicatpil ; he ia, howevor, rather illitcr- 
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ate tlian igiioi-ant, and his mind lacks discipline and ordei', 
but he has an JEfluence with his colleagues which is not to 
be despised. He is sanguine and perlinaeious to a degree, 
and by taking advantage of the beedle^ness or indolence 
of his colleagues, aecomjalistes more tban mauy members 
of superior eapacitj. He and Jordan are the pxibHo prinfr 
era, from which appointment they derive a profit which is 
supposed here to exceed thirty thousand dollars a year. 
It is not surprising, thevefore, that in the Assembly and in 
their journal they support the present adniinistration 
fervently. 

The Speaker, Ohai'Ies M'Larty Morales, is of Jewish 
descent, and by profesaon a pbysidan. He contested his 
present seat succeasfully with Samuel Jackson Dallas, the 
previous incumbent, who I learned to my surpiise, is a 
coiian to the late Vice President of the United States. 
Mr. Dallas represents Port Eoyal ; he is very tail, quite 
thin, and grey, and loo^ hke a gentleman, but shares few 
of the advantages of pereonal appearance which distin- 
guish his American couan. 

The Speaker is chosen by the Assembly, subject to the' 
matter-of-com'se approval of the Governor, He is the only 
member who receives any compensation. As Speaker he 
is allowed 46960 per annum, neai'ly $6,000 ; at least that 
was the sum allowed to Mr. Dallas, by a law passed in 
1845, and I think no change has been made in tliat salary 
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since. I am the more confident of this, fiom a eireura- 
stance whicli oecuiTed during my Tisit on the island. Some 
of the fiiends of Morales bronglit forward a proposition to 
advance the Speaker's salaiy, when a memlDer rose and 
witib crashing effect, produced the journal of the House of 
some prerious year, in wKich Morales's vote was recorded 
agiunst the law which advanced the Speakei''s salary to its 
present figui'e, upon the ground that the old salary 'waa 
high enough. Of course the proposition met with no 

Had I realized what a set of shadows composed tliis 
body, and how utterly destitute they were of the indepen- 
dence and the power which ^ve to political representation 
all its value, I should have felt less impatience to- visit it. 
I had expected to find tliere, as in the United States and 
as in England, the troubles of the people finding fit ex- 
pression. I supposed the reports, debates and legislative 
formula's would have revealed tJie-activity, the tendendes, 
the grievances, and in general the pubhc sentiment of Ja- 
maica; instead of whicli, I found a body of men hi no re- 
spect representatives of the people, holding legislative office 
without the vital functions of legislatoiB. 
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CHAPTEE r. 

Political RBpi-eBBotttlJon in Jamaica^-Imnotence of tlis Legislature 
— ExGcufivB influence— The Council — Deliberatiinis of tie 
Assembly — Political Pardee — Public Sslaries — Memorinl 
against the Council. 

I HAVB stated that the local legislature of this islaJid has 
neither the independence nov the power necessary to make 
it, to any extent, representative of the people. A few facte 
will show the truth of what I say, and will go far to ex- 
phiin the decrepit condition of this colony, to those who 
appreciate the dependance of good government upon fuU 
and fail' representation. 

Jamaica is divided up into twenty-two parishes, as they 
ai* called, each of which sends two, and Kingston, Span- 
ishtown and Port Eoya!, one additional delegate to the 
aaaemhly, making the aggregate forty-seven, when tlie 
hoTise is full. Every memher, before taking his seat, is 
required to swear that he and his wife together, if he have 
a wife, are in the receipt of a cieai- income of nine hundred 
dollars a year, from real estai«, or that they own real 
estate worth nino thousand dollars, of real anil pevTOnal 
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estate blether, woi'Oi about fifteen thousaBd doUavs ; and 
when Le gets liia seat lie is obliged to discharge its duties 
without any compensatioa, 

A high property qualificatioii Uke this, of courae reduces 
the number of persons eligible to the assembly to a very 
small figure, and throws the legislation, not only into the 
hands of the eompai'atively rich, but into the hands of the 
landholdei's. The poor are utterly excluded fiom all par- 
ticipation in its privileges or responsibilities. 

Such discriminations are aa pemieioua as they are ab- 
surd, and have resulted, as aay statesman could have 
anticipated, indeed, aa they were probably designed to re- 
sult, in subordinating the interest of the commercial, 
mechanical and industrial classes to that of the large land- 
holders. All the eneigies of legislation are exerted to 
promote the growth and sale of sugar and rum ; hut there 
is no party in the assembly inquiring about the inexhausf^ 
ible commercial and manufacturing resources of the island. 

In spite of these conditions, imposed by law upon 
candidates applying for seats iu the legislature, tliey might 
still possess some of the more important representative 
functions if their constituency were free, and if the right 
of suffrage were liberally extended. But here agdn we 
find a characteristic distrust of poor men, and a truly 
English anxiety to guard the landholder. Every voter must 
own a freehold estate worth thirty dolhirs, or pay a yeai-ly 
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TOiit Oil real estate of not loss than one timdred and foHy 
dollars, ov pay yearly taxes to the amount of fifteen dollare. ■ 
Tho first consequence of these i-estrietions is, that the people 
of the island are not only ineligible to the legislature, but 
they have nofJiing to do with aialdng a selection from 
those who are. I say people, for of coui^e the great bulk 
of the adult population are poor ; they are colored people 
who, only sixteen yeai's ago, were, with no considerable 
exception, slaves. Of the 400,000 people who, according 
to the received estimate, constitute the present population 
of Jamaica, but 16,000 are white. The lemmning 384,000 
are colored and black people. The last census taken upon 
the island fixed the proportion of these as follows : colored, 
68,629 ; blaclra, 293,128.* The average vote of this en- 
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tire population, white ancl black, I uudeKtand, has iiovor 
exceeded thi'ee thoueand — or, three quarters per cent. 
The city of New York, with about the same population, 
uaualiy polls over fiffy thousand TOtea, which is a smaller 
proportion probably, thsai is polled m any othei county in 
any fi'ee state of tlie Union. 

But this is not aU. When the legislat ue is chosen, it 
has no control over the questions of tiuid'unental interest. 
The heart which gives it life, belts m London the islanders 
have no more control over its action than the finger nails 
have over the chculation of tlie blood. The Assembly, in 
connexion with the Executive and Oonnial, can levy taxes 
for local purposes, it must raise money to pay the officers 
sent out to rule over it ; it can keep the highwaj^ in condi- 
tion, it must support the estabhshed chiuxih ; it may provide 
public insti'uction, it may establish a police; but eventhtae 
powere it exercises subject to the approval of the Queen or 
of Parhament. The organization of their local govern- 
ment, tJlie appointments to fill the varioiK executive offices, 
and the taxes payable upon imports and exports, are all 
matters with which the island legislature has nothing to 
do. But even in its local legislature I have not exhibited 
aE its impotence. 

The Governor is vested with power " to adjoimi, pro- 
rogue, or dissolve " the Assembly at his pleiiaure, and is 
invested with almost the entire patronage of the island. 
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which is altogetKer controlling. Some notion of its extent 
may be formed fi'om the following items, which have fallen 
under my obserration. He appoints the Vice-Chaneellor, 
with a salary of about $12,500 a year; two assistant 
Judges, with salaries of 110,000 a year each ; six chairmen 
of quarter sessions, at $6,000 a year each ; three revising 
banisters to canvass (he Totes of the island aJinually, at 
$1,000 a year each ; a Rommissioner of stamps, at $2,500 
. a yeai- ; three official aswgnees of insolvents, at $2,600 
a year each ; nine water baili^ to regulate the landing 
and dischai^e of vessels, with salaries at discretion ; 
seventeen health officers and an indefinite number of as- 
sistants, at undefined salaries ; an agent general of immi- 
gration, at a salary of $1,500 a year; an inspector general 
of police, at a discretionary compensation ; an inspector 
general of prisons, at a salary of $3,000 a year ; a super- 
intendeBt at $1,500; an auditor of accounts at $2,000; 
and some fifty subordinate officei's ; and finally, he has the 
extraordinaiy power of suspending any member of the 
Council, and of appointing a new member in his place. 

I have not alluded before to tlie Second Estate of the 
island, tlie Council, which, as a nominal branch of the 
local government, is woriliy of some notice. 

The Council is the upper house of le^slation in Jamaica, 
and is composed of twelve men appointed by the crown, of 
whom the Lieutenant Governor, the Chief Justice, the At- 
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torney General and tlio Bishop, are ex-officio members. 
All bills originate with the lower house, but they must pass 
the Council before they go to the Executive or can become 
laws. Of coui'se, nothing can pass this body, thus consti- 
tuted and appointed, which is not perfectly salaafactory to 
the Colonial minister, nor does anything ever pass itiagainst 
the wishes of the Governor. It is nominally a brftncb of 
the legislature, but in fact is nothing hut a cabinet or sort 
of privy counsel, with which the Governor consults, and 
which he uses as a sort of breakwater between himself and 
the lower house. They are an independent legislative body 
upon questions in which the Governor has no adverse in- 
terest, hut they are as incapable of malting any resistance 
to his will as his shadow would be.* 

• During-my stay fti Jamaica, an informnaon. wos tiJed hy ttia Allorney Ganersl 
DgidDit William Gltod, llie eflltoc of liiB CDlonial Binudard, Ilia argea of die 

celTsd B pefilion, signed by some raeiabers of ABsembr, amaag oBiera, Irapntiag 
comipt mottTOS lo a potiJ™ of Uiat body in Iheir legialnttva proceEdioga Oirod 
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Prom the illtatratiODa hf re presented, it is apparent that 
the executive pationage reaches every point of influence 
and every interest woith conciliating or promoting on the 
island, and enables the Governor \ Tactically to dictate ite 
legislation. It is hardlj necessary to say that the deliber- 
ations of a body tins constituted and crippled, possess but 
little interest to sti anger's, anl furnish a very nan-ow 
theafi-e for the display ot oiafe^ty or statesmanship. The 
questions never in\ oh e any piuiciple, and ike discussions 
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1- elaborate. Though the asaeaibly contains many 
1 of talent and prominence in their respective 
callings, they never find occaaon to display it here, 'fheir 
debates are quite aa informal and colloquial as those of 
the New York Municipal Council, and their legislation 
disposes of.far less considerable inter^ts in the coui-se of a 
year. 

It is difficult to convey any satisfactory idea of the state 
of political pai-ties here, for they cau hai'dly be Sfud to 
bave any state. They are not arrayed upon any of the 
issues which classify the inhabitants of the mother country. 
Upon the questions agitated in the British parliament in 
which they have any interest, they ai-e for the most part 
agreed. Colonial assistance of any kind all desire, and all 
desire protection for colonial produce. The appointees of 
the pi'csent government have prudence enough not to pro- 
claim tteir sentiments upon the house-tops, but even they, 
do not tUsguise them at the fire-side. It is to free ti'ade 
they aeeribe their niin, not to the abolition of slavery. I did 
not find a man tipon tlie island, and I made very extensive 
inquiry, who i-egretted the Emancipation Act, or who, if I 
may take theii' own professions, would have restored 
slavery bad it been in their power. They say that if tiiey 
only had the protection on the staples of the island which 
they enjoyed with slavery, they would prosper. It was 
the removal of that protection, added to the advanced price 
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of labor, occasioned by the emancipation of slaves, which 
compeEed tlieni to surrender their accustomed market to 
the cheaper elave-gi'own pi-odiictjons of Cuba and Brazil. 
The number of those who are opposed to colonial protec- 
tion is too small to constitute a pai-ty, and hence, that sub- 
ject rarely enters into the formation oi' party issues of any 

The party Imes are most distinctly drawa betwen wliit 
are known, the one as tiie " King's House," nnd the other 
tte " Country Party " — the former being the admmisti ■ition 
and the latter, the opposition parlies. The prominent 
me^ia-e pending between them at the last Assembly, of a 
strictly party character, was the retrerchiapnt ot salanes 
The country party is, composed mcstly of the plantei's ind 
large proprietors of land, who in^t that in the piesent de- 
pressed and impoverished condition of the island, it is im- 
possible to pay the enormous salaries -which iseie gianted 
in tlie days of theh prosperity. They say, and with rea- 
son, that forty thousand dollars a year is too much for a 
governor of four hundred thousand people, when the Pre- 
sident of the United states, with twenty millions of subjects 
I'eceives only twenty-five thousand a year — that fifteen 
thousand dollars for a Chief Justice of Jamaica, and 
ten thousand for each of his associates. Is extraTagant, 
when the Chief Justice of the highest tribunal in the 
United States only gets six thousand dollars ; and so 
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on throEgli a suoeesaion of salaries all proportionately 
enoi-mons and equally unneoeasaTy. 

The adminiatratioii party, on the other hand, say Uiat 
none of those holding office find tlieir compensation esc^- 
sive ; that a residence in a hot climate, and distant from 
horns, deserves to be well paid for; that they accepted 
ofEce under the present rate, and they have a vested inter- 
est in their salaries, which ought not to be violated. The 
planters reply, that it was never then' wish tei have any one 
leave a distant home to rule them in Jamaica ; in other 
words, they wonld be perfectly wiUing to furaish resident 
incumbents for all the offices on the island, for such ap- 
pointees wonld not require a premium for leaving home 
and living in a hot climate. Indeed, the impoitation of 
officials from the mother country Las occasionally been re- 
sented as a great grievance by the islanders, and not with- 
out justice. The appointment of the present Chief Justice, 
Sir Joshua Eowe, is an instance. He v/aa the first Chief 
Justice ever sent to Jamaica from abroad. He was ap- 
pointed, I believe, about fifteen yeaiB ago. Theretofore the 
firat judicial office of the island had always been filled 
li-om the Jamaica bar. The islanders felt so outraged at 
this appointment, that for two yeai's they refused to appro- 
priate money for his salaiy. Meantime he went on dis- 
charging his duties with noticeable abiUty and wisdom, 
and added from day to day to the number of his peraona! 
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fiiencls, especially from among the members of the bai', 
where his appointment gave most offence, until finally all 
opposition disappefwed, aiid he has since received his fifteen 
thousand dollais, without a murmur against him for having 
been a non-i'esident barrister at tlie time of his appoint- 
After enduiing their grievauces as long as they thought 
it became them, the country party, introduced tiieir 
bill. Of coiH-se the council, from fom' or five of whom 
it would cut off an important moiety of their income, tools 
good cai-e that the bill did not pass. The country pai'ty 
sent a memorial to the Minister for the Colonies, requestr 
ing that tlie council might be re-eonstituted in a way to 
enable the public sentiment of the island to have fair ex- 
pression. The memoiial was thrown under the minister's 
table, and a speech about the colonies, from the premier in 
tiie House of Commons, full of sympathy and figures, was 
all the satisfaction which the memorialists obtained. 

The countiy party then drew up a memorial to Parha- 
ment, setting forth the evils incident to the present oi'gani- 
zation of the council, and requesting that it should be 
changed in such a way as to prevent those members whose 
income, a retrenchment bill would affect, from having the 
power to defeat its passage. This memorial was the pro- 
minent party measure of the last session of tiie Assembly. 
Of eoiu-se, it was resisted by the administration with all 
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their power. It passed, however, on the 29th of Jan^iavy 
last, I believe, only five raemhei's voting against it. 

The Colonial Standard, a jouraal printed at Kingatoii, 
and the organ of the oountiy party, commented upon tbia 
measure as follows; — 

" We obaen'e hy yesterday's proceedings, that the me- 
morial to the Commons is to be forwarded to Mr. Eoebncb 
for presentation, and that to the Lords, to Lord Stanley. 
The selection appears rather heterogeueoue, but we are not 
Horry for it The question is not one which has any beai'- 
ng on the j ol t cal pa ties It appesls to the independent 
members ot Parliiment on all s 1 s. The people of Ja- 
ma ca have been aubjectijd n the priyate fortunes to a 
mnous change of e c mstances and they have insisted 
that the cost of ^o e ut should pailake of the same 
cheapness as that which has been the gro«nd-work of their 
ruin. The ooundl, composed, wiHi two exceptions, of offi- 
dal and salai-ied individuals, possesang a pei'sonal interest 
in the question, have refused to sanction any ^ne^surp of 
retrenchment, present or prospective ; and with the la t 
five years have rejected five difiei-ent bills, having n 
other object. In this coui'se they have been supp rted by 
flie Colonial office, and the only appeal lies to Pail a nt. 
It matters not to which side of the House th luct f 

this appeal is eutmsted, but a more fitting an u the 
Commons tiian Mr, Eoebuck could hardly h e b n 
lected. The analogy between the present jla t f 
Jamaica and that from Canada, which w as s } ably 

1 by Mr. Roebuck in 1834, i^ complet — th nl 
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differcDOG being, that in Canada the couiioii were appointed 
for life, whereas, in Jamaica, they hold their seats at plea- 
sure, maldngtlie case of Jamaica, only so much stronger. 
Mr. Roebuck, who made good the complaints of Canada, 
has but to go over the same ground in exposing the griev- 
ances of Jamaica. He triumpbed in the one case ; he can- 
not lail in the othei'." 

This petition was presented to the House of Loi-ds by 
Lord Stanley on the 6th May, on which occasion it received 
its quietus from Earl Grey, the Colonial Minister, in the 
foUowing extraordinary remark, as reported by the English 
journals : — 

" Earl Grey said, that ivhaiever grounds there might he 
for an alteration in tlie constihition of Jamaica, he was 
not prepared to admit that there were special grounds for 
bringing forward the question at the present moment. The 
noble earl defended the conduct of the council, wAo had 
Tiever stood in the way of reduction o. 



Had the comitiy party been successful in carrying their 
retrenchment bills, they would have saved, perhaps, fifty 
thousand dollars a year, scarcely more, i-ather a small mal^ 
ter, one would suppose, to make such a pother about. And 
yet it. is tlie most direct mode left to them, of promoting 
their prosperity by legislation, and has been the prominent 
party issue among them for the past two years, A better 
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illustraiioii could not be desired, to aliow tlie utter impo- 
tence of the AssomWy, and the over-shadowing authority 
of file Executive. 

The country party embraces most of die English plant- 
ere; the colored people generally support tiie govem- 
meaL This suqii-ised me at fii«t, but I sooa came to under- 
stand it. In the first place, English pi'oprietors someliow, 
are always at war with the operative classes, all tlie world 
over ; at least I aever heard of either of the two classes 
thinking that they !iad any community of ifiterest. In fJie 
next place, the government have felt fJie necessity of con- 
ciliating the colored men in Jamaica in eveiy possible way, 
and hence it is that this pai't of the population fill at least 
nine-tenths of all the offices. I think fheie lias been a 
sincere desu-e felt by the heads of the government in Eng- 
land to have the blacks prosper and vindicate the philan- 
thropic purpose which secured theh libeiiy. 

This de«re has largely incieased the proportion of poli- 
tical appointments to be made from that dass. But the 
political and physical stiength of the blacks has become 
formidable, and if those people were to become thoroughly 
alienated from their allegiance, the island would very soon 
become uninhabitable to English people, and its commerce 
would be ruined. Bearing, however, as they do, but a 
trifling poition of the burthen of taxation, sharing in veiy 
hberal proportions tlie patronage wbich the taxation of 
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cthei'S sujp ita, and flattered by the notioe and oncoui'nge- 
mput mth «hich their loyalty is rewaiyled, they veiy 
naturaAlv aliy iiemselvea to the King's h.ous« party, upon 
dl rjuesboiia of revenue and taxatJon, which, in fact, fwnish 
thi, onlj BubiPots for party controversy. 
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CHAPTEK VI. 



The poverty of Jtimaica — DeprBciation and dimimitioii of espocts 
— The iimi'iet valtie of estates— Corresponding proeti'ation in 
Ihe other British West India coloniefl. 



It is diificTilt to exaggerate, and yet more iHfficult to de- 
fiae, the poverty and ind\istrial prostration of Jamaica. 
Tlie natural wealtJi and spontaneous productlveJiess of the 
island are so great that no one can starve, and yet it seems 
as if the faculty of accumulation were suspended. All tiie 
productive power of the soil is running to waste ; the finest 
land in the world may be had at any price, and almost for 
the asldng ; labor receives no compensation, and iho pro- 
duct of labor does not seem to Imow tlie way to market. 
Families accnsfomed to wealth and every hisuiy, have witr 
nessed the decline of tiieir incomes, until now, with undi- 
minished estates, they find themselves wrestiing with 
j)overty for tlie commonest necessaries of life. There are no 
public amusements here of any kind, for amusements ai'e 
purchased with tlie surplus wealth of people, ajid here there 
is no surplus. There was not a tlieatre, or a museum, or 
a cireus, or any other place of enfertainraeut, involving ex- 
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pense, open cluriDg my stay on the island. The corpora- 
tion of Kingston owns a building which has been resed as a 
theatre, and in the suburbs of the city is a plain once fa- 
motis as a race eoiu'se, but of tlie first, rats and spiders are 
the only tenants, and weeds aud underwood have over- 
grown the other. 

Bat the island abounds with more palpable, if not more 
significant evidences of prosti'ation than these. 

Since the year 1833, when the Briti'ii Slave Emancipa- 
tion Act was passed, the real estate of the island has been 
i-apidly depreciating in value, and its productiveness has 
been steadily diminishing to its pr^ent comparatively 
ruinous standard. Whatever diversity of views may exist 
respecting the influence which the abolition of slavery may 
have had in producing this state of things, there is no 
doubt, I believe, entertained by any, that the passage of 
the Emancipation Act of 1838, was followed by the disas- 
ters I have refeiTcd to, as promptiy as it could have been 
if it had been their cause. I will start, therefore, at that 
point to illiMtrafe still fuither, and in another aspect, the 
present industiial condition of Jamaica. 

Since 1832, out of the sis hundred aud fifty-tiiree sugar 
estates then in cultivation, more than one hundred and 
fifty liave been abandoned and the works broken up. This 
has thrown out of cultivation over 200,000 acres of rich 
land, which, in 1832, gave employment to about 30,000 
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latorera, and yielded over 15,000 hogsheads of sugar, and 
over 6,000 puncheons of cum. 

Duving the saaii© period, over 500 coffee plantations 
have been abandoned, and their works hfokeu up. This 
threw out of cultivation over 200,000 acres more of land, 
which, in 1833, required the labor of over 30,000 men. 

From an official return of the exports from tJie island 
now lying before me, I am enabled to compare the surplus 
production of its great staples in the three years previous 
to the Emancipation Act, with the exports for the three 
years preceding the month of October, 1848. They con- 
trast as follows ; — 



2.3s&.sm 4,<m,Bni) io,si£ 



s,ii9\iim l%^B7,^io sejis^o 

5M6. S8,aS| 14,3B5| 16 11,463,600 1 J,B[)T,neO I 6,0*7,160 

1S41 48.554 18,017 22 1,321,480 S,B00,140 6.421,1BS 

IMe 43,312 2D,19J 2 SS0,340 fi,331,9[)e 9,684,941 

lSS,9a9 I $2,<iee | lOO | 3,100,320 | 11,030,108 | 13,1SS,£L3 

.A«gregstBdiminatian,.. .160,783] J3,455| 1,083 | 2,90^180 | 1,638,533 | 33,m,09T 

By this contrast it appears that during the last three 
yeare the island has exported leas than half the sugar, mm, 
or ginger ; less tlian one-third tlie coffee ; less than one- 
tenth the molasses ; and nearly two millions of pounds less 
of pimento, than during the iiiree years which p 
the Emancipation Act 
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If any one reflects a moment upon the probaUo effects 
■which ■would result from cutting ofi^ only half the exports 
of such a coimby as the Uflited States or England, one has 
less difficulty ia realiang the condition, of the people of 
Jamaica, who are not exporting much move than a third 
of what they have exported in the days of their prosperity.* 

The political economist need not be told Uiat such a fall- 
ing off from the income of the island, mxiat have been 
attended with a corr^ponding depredation in tile value of 
real estate, btit no one unacquainted with tlie fertility and 
beauty, and former prodiictiyeness of JaJnaici, can realize 
the extent of that depreciation. I will give you a few illns- 
tratioHB idiich can be relied upon. 

Tile Sprir^ Valley estate in the parah of St. Mary's, 
embracing 1,244 acres, had been sold once for iEl 8,000 
sterling. In 1842, it ■was abandoned, and in 1845, the 
freeiiold, including works, machinery, plantation utensils, 
and a water power, was sold for £l,000. 

The Tremoles estate, of 1,460 acres, once -worth £88,~ 
265 sterling, has been since sold for £8,400, and would 
not now bring half that sum. 

The Golden Valley sugar estate, containing about 1,200 
acres, was sold in 1846 for £620, including machinery and 
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The Caen-wood sugar estate, \yHc1i once cost £18,000, 
■\vaa offered by its present ownere, but found no purehasers, 
at £1,500, and its cultivation lias been abandoned. 

The overseer of Friendship Valley estfite used to receive 
a salary of £120 per annum for his services ; he has been 
offered the whole estate witliin three yeai's, for £120, 

Fair Prospect estate, which used to yield five Iinudred 
hogsheads of sugar, and was valued at £40,000, was sold 
in 1841 for £4,000, and now would not biing anything 
like that sum. 

Ginger Hall, which used to yield £1,200 sterling per 
ainium, has since been sold for £1,400. 

Bunker's Hill estate, which liad been moitgaged for 
£30,000, was kst sold fov £2,600. 

A sugar estate lying in the parish of Bt Thomas, in the 
East, embracing 1,000 acres of land, witli a good dwelling 
house, works, machinery, copper stills, and other appropri- 
ate fixtures, wa* put up at auction in 1847, in Kingston, 
and sold for £620. 

Provision lands about the Eio Grande river, which had 
never been opened, and which were exceedingly produc- 
tive, have been sold for one dollar per. acre, and I was 
informed by the Governor, Sir Oharlea Giey, that he knew 
of ten thousand acres of land, lying all together, which 
coidd now be bought for £1,000, or for about fifty cents 
an acre ; ituVed, what i' yt more extvaordinniT, a cutti- 
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1 iU,cl sugii estate f 20) iciei ts is; i Id il\ this h t 
April for £600 

I niiglit midtij Ijr f 1 ts of this hnd with t i ml ei h\it 
it 18 sufhcient to say tliat piepii'-d lind ai line as any 
under culbvdtijn on the ishnd, may be reidily bought m 
uuhmited quantities foi fi\e dollars an acie whde Hnd tar 
more piuduLtiA e t^ian ■my m New Bughnd may be readily 
had for from fifty cents to a dollar. 

That the misfortunes of Jamaica may cot be attributed 
exclusively to local causes, it ia proper that I should stat« 
that the other British West India islands have all be«n 
visited by equally aerioia, if not the same prostrating influ- 
ences, and all consider themselves ruined and helpless. 

By iBtums recently made to tlie British House of Com- 
mons, it appears that, compaiing the imports irom British 
Guiana, Jamaica, and Trinidad, during the yeara 1831 to 
1838, with the years 1844 to 1848, the production of sugar 
Las fallen o£f 3,130,000 cwts., molasses 506,133 cwfs,, 
rum 3,324,637 galls., coffee 62,661,350 Ibs^ and the pro- 
duction of cotton has entirely ceased. 

In 1838 there were two h n 1 ed nd fifty-eight estates 
in Demerara and Esseqiubo m [ fitable cultivation ; of 
these, seventy-one have be aband ed and one hundred 
and eleven sold under exe t o 

Tlie condition of Berbice n ay I mt ne 1 from the fol- 
lowing extract from the iddiess ]>veaentcd to the Governor 



Hcssdb, Google 



on the occasion of his visiting tliat island in tlie fall of 
1849. It is taken from tlio Borbice Gazette, of October 
15, 1849. 

" It can but prove a soui-ce of the deepest soi-row to your 
Excellency to behold in your tour of inspection throughout 
this county, the rapid progress of deaolalioii and decay, 
consequent upon the measures of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, measures which, though intended to promote the 
general intereste of the empire, have been only attended 
with a wholesale destruction of property here, without 
producing an amount of benefit to the mass of the popular 
tion at home, in any degree commensurate with such a 
fearful, but onei^ded sacrifice. 

" We would particularly draw your Excellency's atten- 
tion to the condition of the Oourantyne Cosist, the west 
bank of the Canje Creek, and both banks of the river Ber- 
bioe, and we would pray your Excellency to compare it 
with the condition in which you found them on your first 
visit to this country a few years ago. 

" At that time your Excellency found magnificent estates, 
independent and wealthy proprietors, a thriving class of 
European subordinate officers, and a peasantry beyond all 
comparison, the most happy and prospeiwus in the world. 
Now, in every du'ecfion, yom' Excellency will only encounter 
irapoyerished proprietors ; you will find the mtroduction of 
iutelhgent Eui'Opeaa servants discontinued, the peasantiy 
relapsing with astonishing and most alanning rapidity into 
a state of greater barhaiism than at any foi-mer period, and 
erablo fine buildings and costly machineiy falling 
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rapidly into dilapidatiou aiid decay, iuid approachable only 
by water commimication, the roads and thoroughfares being 
qiiite impassable. 

" That this is no over-di'awn picture, your Excellency will 
have but too fatally conclusive proof, but it may well be 
inferred from tho fact, that ance that time, three cotton, 
thirty coffee, and nine sugar states in this county alone 
have been totally abandoned, and are now relapsing into a 
wilderness," 

Jrist before my anival at Jamaica, the island had been 
visited by the Hon, E. Stanley, MP., who was on a toui' 
through the Bril^ posseaaona in the West Indies with the 
view of informing himself accurately of their condition. He 
has published the result of hia observations in the form of 
a communication to the Hon. W. E. Gladstone. As the 
concluaons to which hia viat lead him are quite different 
fi-om those to wMch I have been brought by my fai' more 
limited opportmdIJes of obsei'vation, I shall take occasion 
in a subsequent chapter to notice his paper ^ain. I only 
refer to it now for the pnipose of quoting from it some 
illustrations of the declining condition of Guiana. Writ- 
ing to this point he says :— - 

"My next reference will be to an even more cei-tain 
authority, the official returns of the number of estates in 
tlie colony, which at three different periods continued to 
export produce. 
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" Total nuraLer of sugar estates wliich made retimis of 
produce for taxation ia British Guiaua were— 

"In 1841, 215. See Local Guide, page lii. 

" In 1846, 208. Taken from offidal retm-na. 

" In 1848, 187. Taken from tlie same. 

" The diminution in tlie first period of five yeara ia 7. 

"The diminution in the second period of two years 21. 

" In February, 1850, there were 27 estates imder seques- 
tration, of which 26 were sugar estates. 

" This is so iar important, that it proves the retrograde 
condition of a country not surpassed in poiat of natural 
advantages by any in the world ; but you will easily see 
that it furnishes a veiy inadequate idea of the real depre- 
ciation of property which has taken place, since every 
estate which continues to pi-oduce any crop at all— no 
matter how httle, or at what piice saleable — remains on 
(he list as before. A more accm-ate measure may perhaps 
be found in the following list of sales, effected before and 
after 1846. It will be obvious that the number of estates 
thus sold and re-sold, within a period of sixteen years, must 
necessarily be vety limited ; and consequentiy, that there 
is no room for a mere selection of isolated cases, which 
might give aii exaggerated and unreal impression of 
distress, 

" Indeed, even here the depreciation is not fully repre- 
sented ; for, in order to be sold, an estate must find a pur- 
chaser ; and a very lai^ proportion of those not yet wholly 
abandoned, ai'e only not in fie market because their owners, 
or the creditors of those ownera, are well aware that it is 
useless to send them there. 
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" In addition to the above, I may subjoin the following 
communication, for\Yavded to me by a gentleman lately 
retumed from Gniana : — 

"'The La Grange and Windsor Forest estates were 
bought by Mr. Cruiltahank for £26,000 and £40,000, in 
1838 and 1840, respectively. The two were sold together, 
a few weeks ago, for £11,000 nominally; but this price 
included a ol^m for £5,000 due to the purchaser, maMng 
the actual purchase money £6,000, or something less than 
one-tenth of the original value.' 

" Showing a fall in aggi-egate value of something like 
90 per cent ! Will any one say after this, that, the state- 
ments which reach them of colonial distress are exagge- 
rated or over-colored ! Take now the description given 
by a member of the Court of Pohcy, Mr. White, himself a 
planter, addressing the Combined Court in presence of the 
Governor ; and let it be noticed that the accuracy of his 
assertions appears nowhere to have t ' 
subsequent debate : — 

" ' To show how property in this country had di _ 
in valne within the last few years, it appeared to b 
sary only to compare the present value of that proper^ 
wim what it brought a few years ago. The value of fixed 
property — sugar estates — before emancipation, was esti- 
mated at twenty millions of pounds sterling, or twice the 
value of the slaves, as ibey were appraised by the com- 
missioners. But what was the value of that same pro- 
peity now ? There were still 220 estates in the colony. 
If the sales which had taken place within the last year 
were to be taken as a criterion of the present value of pro- 
perty — and he thought they could veiy properly be taken 
as a criterion — it would be found that the average value of 
estates did not exceed £S,000. It was only the other day 
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that two large estates which, withm his recollection, a fe* 
years ago, would have brought £40,000, were sold for 
£3,000 each. Therefore, tafing £3,000 as the average 
value of estates, the real value of estates here, including 
cotton and coffee estates, was £660,000 ; that waa to aay, 
pi'operty which some yeais ago would have brought twenty 
millions sterling, had been, in consequence of the measiu-es 
of the British Government, reduced in value to £660,000. 
That showed the utter anmhilatioii which had taken place 
in the value of property in the colony. There vfaa another 
point which would also show the great depreciation which 
had taken place in the value of property. In the petition 
to which he had already referi'ed, it was stated that the 
gro^ annual value of produce of tlie colony in 1846, waa 
$8,500,000, or £700,000 sterling. Now, he beheved he 
had shown the value of all landed propei'ty in the country, 
taking the value of the estate to be £3,000, was £660,000. 
That was, the value of the sugar states in the colony was 
only £660,000, while the produce of a year was £700,000. 
In fact, the landed property in this country was not worth 
one year's purchiwe ! ' " 

It is easy to see that such a general depreciation in the 
price of productive property anywhere, must leave poverty 
and ruin on its path, but adequately to realize the financial 
reverses of this gem of the ocean, it is necessaiy to appre- 
date its exceeding fertility and unequalled natural resources. 
I will briefly allude to some of tJie most prominent indica- 
tions of both. 
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CHAPTER V:il. 



Physical resoiiroea of Jamawn— Soil— Fraits— Vegetiibles- 
— Trees — In-igation — Bivers — Difficuitiea of tvanspoiH 
Hwbore — Mines. 



Jamaica embraces about 4,000,000 acres of land, of 
which there are not, probably, any ten lying adjacent to 
each other, whicli are not susceptible of the highest cultiva- 
tion, -while not more (ban 500,000 acres bave evev been 
reclaimed, or even appropriated. 

The quality and productiveness of the soil may be in- 
ferred in part, from what I have said of its exports. Sugar 
retoons here, on most plaut^liona, three or four times. I 
myself picked some cotton of a superior quahty, which had 
been planted more than ten years. Very litUe of the soil 
has been manured, or req^uires to be, and such a thing as 
an exhausted estate is hardly known. The negroes some- 
times exhaust the three or four acres of which they may 
have become proprietors, by covering the gTound with every 
variety of fiiiit and vegetable, and by planting anew, after 
eveiy crop, without giving the soil either rest or restoratives. 
But these exceptions are of trifling importance. Vegetation 
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here is not suspended hy the approach of winter, which 
averages a temperature only ten or fifteen degrees lower 
than that of ewnuner. Phmtmg and harvesting go on 
throiighout the year. 

The richness of the aoU may he iafeiTed from a usage 
which has existed since long previous to the ahohtion of 
slavery, of setting apart to the negroes one day in seven for 
the cultivation of their own little grounds from which t3iey 
gather nearly their entire snpport. On Baturda^ they 
ai'e never expected to work for any one hnt themselves. 
They devote that day to tilling their grounds and market- 
ting their produce. Tliis one day's labor in each week ia 
aU they require to keep up to the highest power of pro- 
duction, from three to five, and sometimes ten acres of pro- 
vision grounds. 

The fruite of the island ai'e of infinite variety, and most 
of them-giflw spontaneously, or with very little culture 
each month having its omi peculiar harvest Among 
those fruits which grow in greatest abundance and per- 
fection, are the pine appie, shadduck, orange, pomegranate, 
fig, grenediUo, cashew apple, banana, star apple, chirimoya, 
tamarind, cocoa nut, olive, date, plantain, mulberry, akee. 
jack fi'uit, bread fruit, and every variety of melons, grapes, 
peara, plums, mangos, &c 

Among vegetables most easy of cultivation, i 
yams, cassava, peas and beans of eveiy variety, 
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mon table vegetables of tlie United States, ochro, clioeo, 
calalue, and a curious vai'icty of salads. Maize and Indian 
com gTOw here luxuriantly, Tbe Guinea grass, which is 
superior for graaing piiuposes to any other, grows wild to 
tiie height of five and six feet. 

The island also abounds in dye stuffs, drugs and spices of 
the greatest value ; to these may be added the aloe, ginger, 
cochineal, spikenard, Uquorioe root, castor oil nut, vanilla, 
peppera of every variety, arrow root, ippecaciiauha, jalap, 
cassia, senna, aud many ofcheiis, of which I have no know- 
ledge. I have tdready referred fo the immense crops of 
pimento which used to be gathered here, and which in 
1848, in spite of the general agricrdtural depression upon 
the island, amounted to over five milhons of pounds. I 
learned a fact m the natural history of tbis sjDice which 
was new to me, and may he new to many of my readei's. 
It was communicated by Mr. Eichard HiH, the colored 
gentleman to whose accomphshments in natural history I 
have ahready alluded. 

The island of Jamaica ftimishes nine-tenths of all the 
pimento that is the subject of commerce throughout the 
world. And yet, says Mr. Hill, there is not a pimento 
walk on the island which has been cultivated from seed 
planted by human hands. On the contrary, all the seed is 
scattei'ed about with tiiere/ectome»toof the birds, and when 
it comes up, the hushes and sbiiibbery by which it h; 
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to be sun'ouuded ara cut away from about it^ aiid tliiia tbe 
pinaeato walk is laid out. The same thing, he said, was 
true of the guava. He mtimated au impreasion tliat a pro- 
per analyaia of the soil in which the seed germiiiated would 
probably reveal the secret, hitherto iniiolate, by the aid of 
which the pimento could be cultivated from its seed. 

This statement becomes the more astonishing when the 
fact is coHsidered tliat Jamaica has exported over three 
millions of pounds of this spice in a single year. 

The forests of Jamaica abound with the rarest cabinet 
woods, in wonderful variety. I was shown a beautiful box, 
the top of which was inlaid with thuly different choice and 
rich indigenous specimens. 

Among the trees of most value in. various ways may be 
mentioned the bread fruit tree, which takes a tine polish ; 
the satin wood ; the cedar, which grows to an immense 
size ; the cotton tree, the body of which is cut out by the 
negroes for canoes ; the bamboo, one of the most useftd 
trees on the island ; the trumpet tree, the bark of which 
is used for cordite and the body for otier purposes ; the 
black and green ebony ; lignximvitte ; the palmetto, which 
sometimes grow one hundred and forty feet in height, and 
others. The mah<^ny is native to Jamaica, but is now 
getting qiule scarce, so extensively has it been cut and ex- 
ported during the past forty years. 

It ia proper to say that some of the parishes require irri- 
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gation duiing a portion of the year. Tliia iiocessity is con- 
fined almost esclnaively to the south side of the island, dis- 
tricts which sometimes are not visited with rsin for three 
or foni- montlM. Spanishtown and Kingston, and their 
respective suburbi, oftentimes experience these prolonged 
droughts, and without irrigation all ciiltiyatdon in their vid- 
nity is not mift'equently entirely suspended for a short period, 
while in the adjacent paiishes, at the same time perhaps, 
there wiil be fi'equent and sometimes excessive rains. In 
one hour a person may drive from Spanishiown, where 
everything is parahed and perishing, into St. Thomas, in 
the Vale, where the most luxuriant folif^ and abounding 
rivulets and meadow streams indicate frequent and copious 
showers. In the dry parishes however, the want of moisture 
that ia not repaired by tlie heavy dews which ai* providen- 
tJally sent during the wm1«r season, may be supphed by 
irrigation at very inconsiderable expense ; for the whole 
island abounds in water at aE times. It is traversed by over 
two hundred streams, forty of which are from twenty-five to 
a hundred feet in breadtli, and, it deserves to be mentioned, 
fuvriish water power sufficient to manufacture everything pro- 
duced by the soil, or coiisumed by the inhabitants. Far less 
expense tliaii is usually inouiTed on the same surface in 
the United States for manure, would irrigate all the dry 
lands of the island, and enable them to defy the most pro- 
tracted droiighls with which it is ever visited. 



Hcssdb, Google 



FAorLITIBB FOR TRATKLUNG. bS 

Tlie facilities for ti-anspoitatio]j in Jamaica are exceed- 
ingly limited. Witii tlie exception of the fifteen miies 
of railroad, tJiere is not, to my knowledge, a stage coach or 
regulM- periodical conveyance to be foimd in Jamaica ; nor 
does any steam or other boat ply at stated periods between 
any of her ports. Of course, therefore, the expense of get- 
ting about is very great, and the intercotuse between tiie 
opposite esti'emities of tiie island, quite limited — more 
BO tlian between the Atlantic shore of the United States 
and the Missisappi valley, and rather more expensive. 

WMle man has done BO little for the internal impi-ove- 
ment of the island. Providence has bejiignantly indented its 
shore witli axteen secure harbors and some thirty bays, all 
affording good anchorage, as if it were designed to provide 
against tlie indolence and supinenera of her inhabitants by 
inviting to her shores the enterpiise and capital of other 
nations. 

Beades the productiveness of its sui'fece, this island nn- 
questionably abounds in mineral wealth. As alaveiy never 
can beget or procure mechanical skill, the mineral regions 
have never been thoroughly explored or worked, nor their 
value imderstood ; but I have good reason to beheve that 
its copper mines are inferior in richness to none in the 
world, and that coal will he mined here extensively before 
many years. 

Such are some of the natural resources of (liia dilapidated 
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and poverty-stricken country. Capableasit is of producing 
almost everything, and actually pi'odueing nottiing which 
migM not become a atepla with a proper application of 
capital and skdl, its inhatiitanta are miserably poor, and 
daily anking deeper and deeper into the utter helpleseness 
of abject want. 

Magnas inter opes inops. 
Shipping has deserted her ports ; her magnificent planta- 
tions of sugar and coffee ai'e nmning to weeds ; - her private 
dwellings ai-e falling to decay ; the comforts and luxuries 
which belong to industiial prospeiity have been cut off, 
one by one, from her iuliabitants ; and tlie day, I think, is 
at liand when there will be none left to represent Ibe wealth, 
intelligence and hospitality for which the Jamaica planter 



Why is this ? Is any one to blame for it, and can Iiumau 
agency extend any relief, and if any, what is it J Tiiese 
are questions which Lave been much considered, and have 
received so great a divemty of answers, that I indulge tlie 
hope of being pardoned for adding one to tlie number. 
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CHAPTER Vlit. 



The dediue of Jamaica explained — The complaints of the planters 
— The remedies ptopoaed by the planters — The real difficul- 
ties in Jamaica stated — PU'st, the degradatioQ of labor. 



The I e=«nt n It i J un a 1 d b j 

its inhal ta fe Ij t Ih ^il s, th > lit n f 

fiUvery 18J4 th. m d. qu t cumpe is ti p 1 to th 
owneTB fth 1 s,iiltoth lalfthjtt 
duty on B t h col n 1 su 

Ist. Th al 1 ti n t la y th y a a ised th p e« 
of labo fo ad an b ond th p iit f u ea ful n f 
litJou w th untn wh la y w t*il rated It Im 
caine mi bl isihylmdf a Jama a jl ote 
with fr 1 br> , t a uga f an, th g 1 k tl J WJ 
at which it was sold by the planters of Cuba, Braail, and 
Porto Rico. 

2d, England, they say, paid them but a small propor- 
tion of the value of the slaves when she emancipated them. 
The Commissioneis appraised the slave property of all the 
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Bntisli West Indies at £43,104,889 8s. 6d., and the 
government fiiiatly fdlowed tke ownera only iG16,638,937 
8s. I'd., or lesa tlian fifty per cent., whereby the elave- 
holdem sustained a loss of ovei' £26,000,000 in addition 
to the loss, supposed to be twice as much more, aiistained 
fl'om the depredation in the value of the fixed property, 
much of which, this change in the character of the labor 
rendered no longer productive or available, 

Srd. In 1846, Parliauient passed a law reducing the 
duties on sugar, by which slave grown sugars were admits 
ted iato the British mai'ket at a con'espoiiding reduction 
of price. The planters eomplmned that the necessity of 
uang free labor compelled them to expend more in 
raising then' ciMps, while tJia removal of the protective 
duties compelled tiiera to accept le^ for tliem when 
gathered. This wt w now their great grievance. They 
do not ask the mother country to change its general free 
trade policy, bnt they msjst that the right of the planters 
to receive fuB conapenaation for their slaves was recogni2«d 
by the goveriiuipnt, that such compensation was not paid 
in money, but that a prohibitory duty on slave grown 
sugar was offeied them ts an important part of their in- 
demnification. They farther stale, that by opening tlie 
British markets to slave grown sugar, they are propagating 
and fostering an institution, tiie snppreasion of whicli was 
the avowed motive of the government for stripping flie 
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piantei-a of tlieir slavo property by tke Erasffieipation Act 
of 1834.* 

I believe 1 have here given a full and perfectly fair state- 
ment of the causes to which the Jamaicans as a body, attai- 
buta their nun. It is a fair reflesion of the sentmient of 
theh journals, and coii'esponds with the vie\¥ of Mr. Stanley, 
who has volunteered to be their champion and apologist. 
It is a view which leaves them nothing to do, and there- 
fore is veiy naturally acceptable to a West Indian, niey 
fold their arms under the conviction that no efforts of theire 
can aiTCst the decay and diesolution going on about 
them, and that nothing but home le^alation, nay, nothing 
but protection to their stajJes, cmi protect them from hope- 
less and utter i-uin. 

This has seemed to me a most gross and extraordinaiy 
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delusion, tliougli it seems to ha one wliith is hiQi^uii, on 
the result they deprecate llie dj^nwaid t<;iidenae6 of 
tlie island cannot be moie rapid ttan they aie At pieseat, 
and it ia pcasihfe that the pieseut population will not be 
able to arrest them ■without help from the government. 
If so, ihea the rain of Jamaica is iin,\itablf, foi nothing a 
less probable than that England will retmn to the piotec- 
bve system of 1814, or compel the conssumere of &iigar m 
England to pay a tax ot oiei $25 000,000, merely to tus 
tarn the pioprietots of sngar and coffee estates iii the 
West India islands. 

I wiU not attempt to eonjectare what a change in the 
reventK poliey (f Great Britain might effect for her colo- 
nies, nor how far a restoration of slavery wonld contribute 
to repair the kisses whieh its abohlion is si^posed by some 
to have caused ; bat of two things I am dear, I am clear 
that neither course would have saved them from bank- 
ruptcy, for they were all mortgaged for more than they 
■were worth at the time slavery was abolished and when 
their staples were protected in the English markets by 
prohibitory duties. I am also clear that if Jamaica waa 
an American State, she would speedily be more productive 
and valuable than aaiy agricoltura) portion of the United 
States of the same dimensions, and that neither the Eman- 
cipation Bill of '33, nor the Sugar Duties Bill of '46, are 
fatal obstacles to a prosperity far exceeding anything which 
Jamaica has ever known. 
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An Amei-ican has but to glance his eye over the indus- 
try of this island, to discern ample causes for its declining 
condition, which are quite independent of those to which 
it has been chained. While those continue, no home 
legislation, in my judgment, can make the island pei-mar 
nentiy prosperovK. If they ate removed, I might say with 
almost equal confidence, that no home legislation could 
prevent their becoming prosperous. I will mention some of 
these causes which most impressed me, and weie most fre- 
quently forced upon my attention. 

First in impoilaJiee I reckon the degi'ading estimate 
placed upon every species of agricultural labor by the white 
population. It is well known that the laborer belongs to 
a proscribed class throiighout the British dominions, and 
that no merit or accomplishment will wipe out the dis- 
grace of anch a connexion. That feeling, of courae, 
b very mnch more inexorable here among the planters, 
who have been accustomed maiidy to slave labor. They 
would, as a class, sooner beg than hold the plongh or ply 
the hoe. Of courae one never sees a white laborer on tlieu' 
estates, and the colored people have no competition for 
wages except with persons of their own complexion. It is 
nnneceasary to add, that such an estimate of labor among tlie 
whites has a most pernicious effect upon tlie blacks, They, 
with the average sequence of negro logic, infer tliat if gen- 
tienien never work, they have only to abstain ii'om work to 
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be gentlemen. Again, they revolt from a service which 
they think degrades them, and are disinclined to labor for 
others more than is absolutely necessary for flieir own 
maintenance. They render their services withoat any 
alaaity, and without any desire or effort to have it reward 
the employer. 

It is owing to this unworthy pride on Ibe part of the 
white people, and the enei-vating effect of their example 
upon the blacks, that the former, as a mass, are almost 
entirely unproductive, and the latter far less productive 
than they shoidd be or would be, if within the influence of 
a healthier pubhc opinion. Between the two, there is no 
intellect invested in the industry of the island. Tlie 
planter dora not attend personally to the cultm-e of bis 
estates, and, of course, does not avail himself of his superior 
capacity to select and devise modes of economijang labor, 
and in multiplying the productive power of bis land. The 
operatives have no interest to diminish the amount of labor 
required, for that, they fancy, would bring down wages, 
which ai'e now so low as hardly to be worth cpllectjiig 
after tbey are earned ; but if they had, tliey are mostly too 
ignorant to make the attempt successfully. The whites are 
generally too proud or too laay to supervise and teach the 
black, andif they were not, they also are too ignorant to do it, 
for they rarely give more thought to the mechanics of thMr 
estates, or possess more skill in niimaging them, tlian the 
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more intelligent of tlie negroes employed by tliem. The 
consequence is, that while tJie cost of labor has been ad- 
vancing, there has been no advance ■whatever m the 
mechanical and implemental economics of the island,* 

I coidd not peiiieive that sixteen years of freedom had 
advanced the dignity of labor, or of the laboring classes 
one particle. That fell legacy wlich slavery always leaves 
behind it, I found here, neither waated nor reduced- The 
operative occupies a decidedly lower social position in 
Jamaica now, than he does in South Carolina. The 
degrading effects of slavery upon free labor are written all 
over the Slave States of the American Union, and are 
famihar to all my readers. Those eflects, aggravated by 
the heats of a warmer sun, and mitigated by few of the 
social and political influences which are constantly operat- 
ing upon the laboring classes in the United States, I found 
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perpetuated hero in all their vigor, neither weakened iic 
ameUoriated in the least, apparently, among the whites, i 
the long period during which the lahor of the island ha 
hecn performed exclusively by freedmen. 
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and Middlemen. 



I HAD no oecatdon fo exaggerate the consequences of that 
fell inheritance which slaveiy always entails u^r the na- 
tion that tolerates it — the degi'adation of field labor ; for, 
ill the first place, it is well-ltnown, at least by my own 
countrymen, that the evil can hardly be over-stated, and in 
the next place, many other causes of the prostration I see 
about me, might be enumerated, which must have draped 
this island down to poverty and ruin, though no change 
had ever beenmadein t3ie character «f the labor employed 
or in the tariff by which it was protected. Of these, the 
next in importance to the one I have already mentaoned, is 
the non-reddence of the landholdera. I have ascertained 
that nine-tenths of the land under cultivation before the 
Emancipation Act, was owned by absentees, and that that 
proportion has not been diminished materially, except by 
the abandonment of properties, as it is called — that is, the 
ceasing to cultivate them, selling off tlicir moveable ini- 
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pi'ovemeiits and fuiiiiture, and suiTeiidering; tliem to weeds 
and Tinder-bniah. This disposition has liecn made, as I 
have before stated, of some 400,000 acres. 

But tlie proportion of absentees has been made wp ance, 
by the purchase of depreciated estates upon the SH-eelosure 
of mortgages given to secure absent nioney-lenders, of 
whose operations I shall speak presently. Tliere are, tliere- 
fore, very few extensive proprietors of land among the resi- 
dent popoUition of the island. 

The blighting influence of absenteeisai, and its tendency 
to diive from a conatiy its wealth, its intelligence, its in- 
genuity, and its patriotism, have been made familiar to the 
world by tbe unhappy experience of Ireland. I need not 
speak of them therefore in detail. There are some features 
of the system in its opei'ation here, which are not quite so 
obvious. Most of the land is held by English preprietors, 
whose residence has usually been distant from it, at least 
one month's sail. This involves the necessity of employing 
a I'esident attorney, to take a proprietary supervision of the 
estate, whose duty it is to employ an ovei'seer to conduct 
its tillage, and who is expected to adnse tie proprietor of 
eveiyihing connected with its management, and to trans- 
mit the proceeds of the crops whenever there arc any to 
transmit. 

The overseer occupies the mansion, usually a handsome 
house, where he is personally attended by from three Us 
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five, and not Tin&eq^uently twice tliat number of servants, 
and as many howes, witli tlie aid of wliicli he keeps an eye 
to the culture and harvesting of crops, the employment of 
operatives, and the devising of excuses toi the short 
returns which are sure to follow the indiSerenc iwac^s 
and dishonesty which in nine CMes out of ten t,haiji,teiize 
his management. 

But this hierarchy of agencies is not yet complete 
Each ovei'seer has from one to. three bookkeej-e -5 as tl j 
are called, the number depending upon the size <inl pio- 
ductiveness of the estate. I do not Itnow of an estate with 
less tlian two, and I presume they usually exceed than fall 
short of that number. It is their duty, primarily, to keep 
the accounts, and incidentally, to act as checks upon the 
overseer ; and it is the duty of the attorney to act as a 
cheek upon both. These different agents have to be paid 
a compensation averaging for each estate throughout tlie 
island, over $3000 a year. This sum has to be earned, 
not to pay the interest on the land or the improvements ; 
not to pay for the laborers to cultivate it ; not to bring its 
produce to market, but mostiy, if not exclusively, for 
sei'vices made necessary by the absence of the pi'oprietor 
from the island, 

Hia estate has to make a profit of nearly Ihtee thousand 
dollars upon the investment before he can receive a far- 
tliing. If it fails to net that amount, it is insolvent, and if 
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the proprietor have no other resouceea, he miiat mortgage 
or sell at once. To ^cape the necessity of ctoosiog be- 
tween such disheartening alternatives, he is compelled to 
draw everything from the estate and return nothing. He 
turns all its produce into money, and ships it home as fast 
as possible, not leaving it one unnecessary day to circulate in 
the commerce of the island. None of it is invested in im- 
provements, in labor-saving machinery, in manuiing, or in 
any other way, for the benefit of the estate, but al! goes off 
to keep down a foreign interest account, to pay off mort- 
gages or to be expended upon his support elsewhere. 

Of course the estate gradually depreciates in prodnctive- 
ness and value under such a process of depletion, and the 
alternatives which the planter seeks to avoid, he has only 
postponed ; he is finally compelled either to bovrow or sell. 
He usually prefers the former course, and this leads me to 
notice another of the series of influences which have proved 
so fatal to the prosperity of Jamjuca; but before doing so, 
I feel impelled to notice a defence of this absenteeism 
which has been intei-posed by Mr, Stanley in his recent 
communication to Mr. Gladstone, (o which I have already 
referred. As he is the accepted champion of the colonists, 
both in his literary and in his representative capacity, it is 
proper that I should notice what are his grounds for 
defending a practice which his ruined clients, and all who 
are the victims of it, are accustomed to look upon aa tlie 
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greatest of political calamitios. Mr. Stanley, upon this 
topic, writes as follows : — 

" ' The planters are absentees.' Undoubtedly ; and as 
long as their incomes enable them to reside in England, it 
is not likely that they will be otlierwise. Europeans do 
not live under a tropical sun, debarred aUke fi-om the ex- 
ercises of country life, Mid the resoui'ces of a great city, 
iBJuring their constitutions, weakening thek bodily poweiB, 
and with the loss of those powers, losing also the energy 
of mind, which distinguishes them at home, witliout some 
valid reason of necesaty or of profit. Nor am I dis- 
posed to deny that in many, perhaps in most cases, their 
estates woidd be benefitted by their presence. Bnt can we 
expect them to become bona, jide eettlera ! Is it desirable 
that they should do so ? I doubt it ; and for this reason : 
Though the traveller in a tropical colony is repeatedly 
thrown ia contact with men who will assui'e him tJiat the 
chmate is perfectly healthy — that it is nonsense to talk of 
life being shorter there than in England— that they have 
never been ill in their lives, &c., &e., — ^yet he has to remem- 
ber that these old residents are the exceptions, and not the 
rule ; and that while most of those who remain in the coun- 
try will agi-ee in the same story, he has seen or heard no- 
thing of the far more numerous class who, having resided 
a few years, and failed to endm'e the change, have either 
found themselves under the necessity of returning to Eng- 
land, or of taking a still longer and more inevitable journey, 
Veiy few Europeans can take up their abode permanently 
in the West Indies, without at least some intervals of re s 
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denc« in a colder climate. With the Cuban planter the 
case is different ; jet the Cuban planter, settled all the year 
round at flie Havauna, sees hai'dly more of his estate 
ttan the Englishman. But eyen supposing that after 
many years and frequent deaths, a race of British proprie- 
tors had become permanent residents of Jamaica and 
Guiana, and thereby acciBtemed to the climate, I believe 
the change would not be found beneficial. In fact tbe 
process of acchmatJon to an Englishman, necessarily involves 
tlie loss of hia European energies, and an approsimation to 
the bodily condition of the people among whom he hves. 
There is even noir a large Creole popidation of white de- 
scent ; and assuredly, their beat fiiends will not say of them, 
that in energy orindustiy they approach the natives of the 
north. I have myself seen Americana from the United 
States, not the most naturally indolent of men, settled in 
tJie cities of the Spanish Main, and after long residence, 
hardly distinguished in point of activity from tlie people 
among whom they live. 

" On this ground then, I donbt the advantage as well as 
the possibility of establishing in the West Indies a class of 
resident English landowners ; and I utterly and altogether 
deny the assertion, that the unproductive nature of West 
IndiiUi property ia owing to the absenteeism of its owners." 

In other worda, Mr. Stanley ai'gucs that the Englishman 
cannot preserve his physical and mental vigor in the tropical 
climates ; therefoi* absenteeism is not one of the causes of 
the unproductiveness of West Indian property. I submit 
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that this premise is not qiiitc broad enough for the conclu- 
sion. It is a perfectly good reason for a man to give for 
not going, to a tropical chmate, that it does not agree with 
his constitution, but that would be no I'eason for his draw- 
ing five or six feir profits off his states there, one for him- 
self one for his attorney, another for his overseer, and two 
or tbi'ce others for his book-keepei's, witliout endiuTng any 
of the exposure or exerciang any of the supervision and 
forethought which is necessary to earn even a angle profit 
in any other part of the globe. The insalubrity of a place 
is a good reason for keeping away from it, and it is a good 
reason for compensating those who do go to it, liberally ; 
it is a good reason for those who cannot or dare not hve in 
it, to sell out to those who dare, but we do not see with what 
face the non-resident proprietor can step up and ask the 
government to give him a monopoly which will enable him 
to hire others to do all his working and tliinking, and to 
pocket cent, per cent, on his investment besides. 

But Mr, Scanley goes farther, he claims, in substance, 
tliat the supervision and management of an agent is as 
feitliful as that of his principal, and that agents and sei'- 
vants are as thrifty and as serviceable under the eye of an 
^nt as under the eye of the real party interested in the 
product of th^ir labor ; for he substantially affirms both 
these propositions, when he denies the assertion that any of 
the unpioductiveness of the British West India islands is 
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oiving to abseuteeism. Nay, he does not leave his readers 
merely to infer hia sentioients upon this point ; for in tlie 
paragraph which follows the extact above quoted, he adds : 

" But another line of attack is sometimes taken. It is 
not so much the absence of landowners from tlieir proper- 
ties, we are told, as the waate that takes place upon them 
— ^which prevents their attMning their proper value in the 
maiket. It is difficult to reconcile these two charges with 
one another ; slill more difficult to undei^t^id how the 
latter should ever have been received f In what is this re- 
puted extravagance to show itself? It would he a difficult 
matter for an agent or overseer living on an estate in the 
country, isolated from hia neighbors, occupied with the 
practical details of superintendence, and probably at a 
considerable distance from the capital of the colony, to hve 
expenMvely if he wished it. He land suppUea him with 
almost all that he requires ; he obtains the neceasaries of 
hfe without paying for them, and the luxuries he would not 
find it easy to obtain at all. This, however, ja a simple 
matter of observation and of feet ; and I will only say, 
that during a journey which occupied several weeks in 
Jamaica, and in which I visited a lai'ge proportion of the 
best cultivated estates in the island, I never saw any of 
these signs of lavish or careless expenditure by agents or 
overseers — which having possibly occurred to a certain ex- 
tent in days long previous to emancipation, have now been 
revived m a subject of attack against a class whose reduced 
means alone suffice to rindicatc tlieir character in this 
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Though Mr. Stanley pfofessea to speak upon this point 
fi'om personal olraervation, I incline to doubt whether he 
brought to the invesligaUon, either the zeal or the patience 
which sustaiaed him in collecting CTidenees of the poverty 
and prostration of tie colonies. If he had, I am sure hia 
experience would have been less inconsistent witli mine, as 
well as with all the presumptions suggested by the obser- 
vations of experienced men. 

I hardly conversed wi& any man of substance in Jamaica 
on this subject who had not some story, within his own 
obseiTation, to tell me, of the carelessness, the improvidence 
and corruption of these middlemen, in whose hands was 
the control of mc^t of the real ^tate of tlie island. It is 
a common thing, I was told, for the overseers to keep down 
the returns, and to increase the expenses of estates, by 
devices perfectly familiar here, until the owner becoming 
anidous to rid himself of the cares of a property which 
yielded nothing but anxiety and expense, should send out 
authority to sell it for what it would bring. These over- 
seers would then buy it in themselves at a ruinous sacrifice. 
I hred myself for some time here in a house of which a 
man had been robbed by this veiy process. 

Buteven when there is no fraud, there is great inattention 
and heedlessness, such as no proprietor would ever be 
guilty of himself I met a gentleman one day, who had 
recently come from England to look after an estate, which 
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was annually sinking moiiey nitliout any apparent cause, 
Hia first step on his anival was to Tisit his attorney, who 
redded at Spaaishtown, the estate itself being some sixly 
miles distant. On inquiring about the condition of the 
property, the attoi-ney was obUged to make the mollifying 
confession that he had never seen it, and could give no in- 
foraaation about it. Nor was this altogether an excep- 
tional ease, for I venture to say, that not half of the estates 
are visited by their attomies once a year. How these 
feels eould have escaped Mr. Stanley's observation, as I 
presume they did, I find it difBcult to understand, and his 
ovei'sight is more to be regretted, a& with his Mnple oppor- 
tunities for reaching authentic fecfa upon the subject, ha 
might have escaped tlie gross misapprehension into vrhich 
he has fallen, and might also have supplied his countrymen 
who are interested in West Indiau property, with some in- 
formation by which they could profit. 

For my own part, I can see no one aspect in which 
absenteeism is not a calamity to the colonies, nor do I 
think it easy to ascribe to it too large a proportion of their 
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CHAPTER X. 

Encuinliei-ed Estates. 

AwoTMBU of the calamities wMcli hang hk jlumnifta 
at the heels of enterprise in JamaicJi, is the encuml lett 
condition of the land. I waa stuprised to Iporn, that there 
is scarcely an estate upon the island which isiijt nioit 
gaged, or which has not heen sold under a mortgage sale, 
I should distrust the accuracy of my information, if I had 
not received it from iJie most authentic and reliable soui'cea, 
I was assured hy the Attorney General of the island, an 
Irish barrist^ of high standing, and the highest authority 
upon a matter of this sort, that an unencumbered estate of 
any size or value, Tras hardly to be found here. I verified 
his statements in numerous ways, and by inquiries ad- 
dressed to those most likely to he infonned upon such a 
subject, and found no diflerence of opinion about it. A 
gentleman who had heen for many yeare a resident upon 
the island, admitted to me, after some reflection, that he 
could not call to mind an exception — a single large estate 
that was raiencumbered. 
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What makes this evil the greatei' is, that, in most in- 
stances, the moilgages are for much lai'ger amounts tlian 
the raor^aged property is worth. The reason is, that 
most of tJie mortgages were ^ven before the ahohtion 
of slavery and the subsequent depredation of property, 
to which I have referred, and when West Indian estates 
were a popular secmify in Miucing lane and Downing 
sti'Gct. I say the mortgages were given before, because 
it has not been possible since then, to borrow money to any 
extent upon Jamaica property, so serious and even ruinous 
have been the losses sustained in consequence of the rapid 
depreciation of real estate since that event * 

The way the property became so encimibered is woi-th 
tradng out, for it goes farther than an^thmg else to ex- 
plmn the poverty I see about me 

Jamaica does not furnish i snffiuently extended market 
for all her staples. Of course, theietore, they have to go 
abroad or be wasted. The Bnbsh Pailiament had, for 
some thirty years previous to the year 1846, invited them 
to England, by protective duties, discriminating Colonial 
from foreign products, to the advantage of the former. 
For the reasons to which I have alluded, the landholder 
were compelled long before the abolition of slavery, to 
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raise money hy loans, or sell tlieir lands, But selling was 
merely changing the pei'son of the bon'ower, for to horrow 
became sooner or later an inevitable necesaitj, under the 
system of absenteeism by which the island was cursed. 
The lenders were naturally those who traded with the 
island, the consignees of produce, who would begin by 
making advances, and end by taking mortgages. They 
would lend the plasters money, upon their stipulating to 
send all their produce to the lender's house, in London, to 
he sold, and to buy from them whatever in their particular 
line of buanesa tlie estate consumed. These aiTangemenis 
were generally made, so that the London trader would 
get whatever commission he chose to tiike for selling 
the produce, and whatever price he chose to ask for 
his own merchandise. The planter's candle, therefore, 
would thus be burning at both ends, and I must say, in 
the middle also ; for he produced, sold and bought at a 
disadvantage. 

Of course, it would not take long, under such finan- 
ciering, for the proprietor to get a larger load upon his 
back than ,he could cai'ry alone. He would soon experi- 
ence a necessity for more money than could be I'wsed upon 
his consignments. His consignees, anxious to secure their 
control over his business, are happy to lend him what he 
requires, if he will aeeuve the loan by a mortg!^ upon 
his estate. He has no other security to give, and consents. 
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From that moment his thraldom becomes complete, and 
insolvency, sooner or later, is almost inevitahle. 

It ivas in this way, precisely, that nearly every conside- 
rable estate in Jamaica became encumbered, before the 
aboUlion of slavery, for nearly its full value at that time. 
Then came tbe Emancipation Act, and the oonaeciuent fall 
in the piice of real estate, which has been steadily obey- 
ing a downward tendency, until it no longer possesses one- 
tenth of its former value. 

The change wrought by this law in 1846, in the cha- 
racter of the labor, would necessarily have produced some 
confi^on for a time, and perhaps serions pecuniary losses 
were inevitable, but both tlie confusion and the losses were 
aggravated to a niinous extent by the large indebtedness 
of the island. The planters had nothing in theii' hands 
to defend themselves with when the blow came — neither 
money nor credit. Had they been out of debt, they could 
have suatiuned themselves upon the money they received 
from the government for their slaves, and what they could 
have borrowed upon ' their land. But as they were situa- 
ted, all the money which was allowed them by govern- 
ment, as emancipation money, had to be applied at once 
to the reduction of the mortgage debts — for the extinction 
of which, however, they were altogether inadequate ; so 
that the planter, after parting with all his slaves, was left 
under a heavy debt to contend against a new system of 
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labor and a depreciating property.* Tliese are facts wliicb 
never, so far aa I know, liave been talieii into account by 
those who have dialled tlie ruin of Jamaica to the aboU- 
tioii of slaveiy. They point . to her large expoi'is preTious 
to 18S3, and insist that tlie island at that time was wealthy 
and pvosperons. They then refer to the reduced expoilis 
since the abolition of slavery, and ai'guing posl hoc prop- 
ter hoc, deplore the poverty which that event has brought 
upon the countiy. 






C uv 


9le efrom 
IS" Id 


a sc unlr 


"■sv."" 


'•SSSS" 
•■Si-- 


15* 

if:;.. 

ssss., 

fSS... 

tdbagQ 


iisl 

111 

as 11 3 


ii 

i 
li 

II 


as !,;, 
ir '• ™ 

m Du IB m 


■a i lis 

•=,S'iS:S 

SJ •! 

331630 \^a 

Si ,1 

SSSIS'S 
Sig.! s-i 

1S47401 11 75i ,7a 




5 


5ai iM =1 ^ 


20,ooo,oro 



Ho,-.db, Google 



If ihe premises upoji which this argument is based were 
sound, it would be condiisiye evidence to many minds, of 
the impolicy of emancipating tiie slaves, hut when it J3 
considered Uiat the island was utterly insolvent the day 
the emandpation bill passed, that nearly every ^tate waa 
mortgaged for more ttau it waa worth, and was hable for 
more interest than it could possibly pay, the question ae- 
Eimies a very different aspect. Yet such was the fact. 
It will not he disputed by any who are at all infoi-med 
upon the subject, that the whole real estate under culture 
in Jamaica in 1832, would not have sold for enough to 
pay off its encumbrances. This fact must have been dis- 
closed sooner or later, even though slavery had been per- 
mitted to continue. Bankruptcy was inevitable, and the 
rapid depreciation of real estate, would of course have 
been one of tiie first fruits of such a catastrophe. 

Had the indemnification money paid for the slaves been 
sufficient to pay off the debts of the island, and emanci- 
pated the planters from the tyranny of usurers and mortr 
gagees, it is possible that they might have kept out of 
debt, and thus have escaped some of their heaviest ex- 
penses. They cotdd have bought in the cheapest, and 
sold in the dearest market, and they could have escaped 
many heavy commissions to which their obligations to the 
foreign commission merchant compelled them to submit 
Bwt as it was, (hsy actually pui'chased their credit. They 
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got their notes extended upon condition that tliey bought 
of their creditom all their supplies — for which thoy were 
sure to be charged always the highest market prices — and 
sent to them all their produce to sell, for which they 
were charged heavy commissions. These expenses might 
have been avoided if the iaiandere had been out of 
debt, but the indemnification money they received was 
fer fi-om affording the required relief. It reduced, but 
did not extinguish the mor^ages, and in a very few 
years the money was gone, and no one could tell where, 
or for what. Meantime, the propeilj depreciated in 
valxie to such an extent, that it could not be sold ; the 
planters wei'e compelled to draw every thing they could 
from their properties, exhausting them at eveiy turn to 
meet their interest debts, and to prevent a forced and 
ruinous sale. In this way it is, that the downward tenden- 
des of the island, which were derived from a degraded 
system of labor, and non-resident proprietorships, have 
been accelerated by the indebtedness of tie planters. 

That the connexion between the planter and the home 
merchant, as he is called, may be better understood by 
Araerioan readers, I may as well here add a brief statement 
of the usual mode in which their business with each other 
is transacted, which will ilhistrate what I have stated. I 
am indebted in part for my facts, to the authority of Mr. 
McCulloch.* The sugar planter always forms a connexion 

" Com. Diet Tit Colonies. 
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with a mercEinlile house in Loudon, IJveipool, Biistol or 
Glasgow. He usually stipulates for an advance on his crops, 
usTiaDy from ^3,000 to £4,000 for eveiy 100 hogsheads 
of sugar which {3ie plaptatioii can be relied on to produce. 
To aecui'e these advances, the plaaiter always gives a moi-t- 
gage, which is renewed from year to year, and binds him- 
self to send his crops to the commission house, lowing it 
full Hieroantile commissions. The regular eommissiona 
are 3^ per cent, on the amount of sugar sold, and of 
plantation stores sent out, adding one-half per cent, on all 
insurance effected. 

The sale of West India ai-iicles takes plac« through the 
medium of prodiace brokei's, who, in London, reside chiefly 
in Mincing lane and Tower street. Samples of sugar and 
rum ai'e on show in their respective sale rooms, four 
days of the week, from 11 to 1 o'clock; during which 
time the sugai- refiners and dealera call, observe the raaiiet 
and make their purchases. The sales are usually made on 
short credit ; one month usually for coffee and rum, and 
two months for sugar. Coffee is usually sold at auction ; 
sugar and rum at private sale ; and all by sample. 

The shipment of stores is briefly as follows : The mer- 
chant in England receives from the plantei's, m the autumn 
of each year, a hst of the articles I'eq^uired for^the estate 
or estates upon, which he holds his hen ; these lists they 
divide, arrange and distribute among diircreuL wholesale 
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dealers in the course of September and October, with in- 
sttuetioiia to get them ready to ship in a few weeks. No- 
vemlwr and December are the chief months for the 
despatch of oiitwacd-bonnd West Indiamen, as the planta- 
tion itores are usually required by the end of December, 
or in all the month of January. The arrivals of West 
Indiamen in England with homeward crops, begin in 
April, and continue till Ocfobei-. Heavy vessels cannot 
well be loaded during the autninnal months. 



Since the above was writteai I have received a letter 
ftom an intelligent gentleman redding in one of the British 
North American provinces, who spent many yeai'S of his 
Efe in one of the West India islands, previous to the abo- 
htion of slavery, and whose testimony in behalf of some 
of the views I have expressed has seemed worth ijnoting. 
It will be perceived that he agrees with me in regard to 
tlie insolvent condition of the British West Indies before 
the abolition of slavery, and his explanation of the cause 
of that insolvency fills a place in my analysis which I could 
not more adequately supply, than by copying his letter 
entire. 
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Toronto, U, C, Sept, 14, 1850. 
Deal' Sir : — 

I have experienced great pleasure during tlie past sea- 
son in reading some communications whicli have appeared 
in the New York Evening Post, relative to the Island of 
Jamaica, and which are attidbuted to your pen. Your 
editorial connexion, witii that journal tended to confirm the 
report, and I write under that impresdon lo assure you, 
that though myself a British suhject, a residence of 
several years in the British West Indies, enables me to 
bear testimony to the tnithfulnesa of your statements, and 
is of your conclusions. 

iee that you took proper notice of 
the bfuikrupt condition of the island before slavery was 
abolished. That fact deserves all the prominence that can 
be given to it. I think, however, you have overlooked one 
of the causes of that condition of things, of no secondary 
importance. At least I do not remember to have seen it 
noticed in any of your communications which have fallen 
under my eye, and I hope if you write any more upon the 
subject you will give it a share of your attention. I refer 
to the restiictions upon the commerce between those islands 
and foreign nations which prevailed for many years pre- 
vious and subsequent to the abolition of slavery. 

Those who are acquainted with the West Indies, are 
aware that at one time salt fish formed the principle ai-ticle 
of food, with which the planters supplied their slaves ; and 
it was for the purpose of encouraging the fisheries of the 
North American provinces, that its introduction irom the 
United States was prohibited. It is true, that the porta 
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were sometimes thrown open by proclamation of tbe Go- 
vemov, as for example when extensive fires took place, and 
lumber was required to replace the hulldings that had beean 
deatroyed, or when approaching famine was apparent. But 
this was of auoh uncert^n occurrence, that no regular trade 
could be engaged in, from the United States ; and when 
the exigency had ceased, the ports were again closed as 
before. It was an assumption of power on the part of the 
Governors to suspend the operation of an Act of tlie Im- 
perial Parhament, which rendered an act of indemnity 
necessary on their retiring fiom then- government; and 
consequently they rarely incun-ed the responsibility of such 
interference unless when demanded by an ui^ent necessity. 
Such being the situation of the planters, and being com- 
pelled to pay on an average double what they should have 
done for the support of their negi'oes, it is not surpriang 
that, in the absence of that tact and economy which never 
co-east with slavery, they became gi'adually insolvent, and 
after a lapse of yeai's, theh estates very generally were 
encumbered. Although the other islands labored under 
the same disadvantage as to the importation of food, yet it 
bore with pecuhar hardship upon Jamaica, as vessels from 
the North American provinces first touched at Barbadoes 
in search of a market, and faihng in obtaining one there, 
ran down the islands, selling where they could ; and if un- 
able to meet with a sale before, bore up for Jamaica as a 
last resort. The consequence was, either a glut or a scar- 
city, and no steady or uniform price ever prevailed. 

This state of things commenced with the independence 
of the TJiiited States, and it is not to be wondered at, 
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tlierefore, tiiat the planters were ultimately impoverjslied, 
This result was particularly apparent in Jamaica, where 
the estates for the most part, as you stated very correctly, 
were eventually mortgaged, or held under execution, which 
was periodically renewed at considerable expense. The 
consequence was, that when the British Parliament made 
the miiuificent national donation of twenty millions sterhng, 
to remunerate Uie masters for the loss of their slaves, the 
most of that immense sum went into the pockets of the 
creditor in England ; and as the slaves were paid for at a 
rate far beneath their real value, tlie amount received was 
rarely enongh to pay off the encumbrances, and when they 
were, the owner was left with the mere skeleton of his pro- 
perty as it were, and without the means of procuring hired 
labor. 

Owing to the innate indolence of the African, and the 
ease and faciKty with which, in a tropical chmate, his wants 
may be supplied, it will readily be admitted that the diffi- 
culties and cmbai'rasaments of the planter were increased ; 
but had he not been previously so embarrassed and involved 
in difficulty, or had he been able to appropriate the amount 
which he received for his slaves — reduced as it was — in 
working his estate, the condition of the West India islands 
would have been very different from what it is at present. 
Of course there were some exceptions, but generally speak- 
ing, as you staled, estates — ^parlicnlarly in the Island of 
Jamaica — were encumbered for more tiian their value when 
the Emancipation Act was passsd, and for the reasons I 
have stated, have not since been cultivated to advantage- 

.You will readily perceive that the protective system ma- 
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teiially increased tlie expense of msna^ng estates, by in- 
creasing the price of the necessaries of life ; and yet, as 
you have remarked, the West Indians are now clamorous 
foe similar duties, by which the price of their productions 
will be enhanced in the British market, thus entailing pri- 
vation upon the community which consimies them. 

With an immense extent of sea-bowd aboimding with fish, 
which the fislierman conld take in his boat, and which his 
family could daily cure on the shore, they were certainly 
in a poatioD advantageously to compete with the Ameri- 
can, who, from Cape Cod and Marblehead, found his way 
through the Gut of Canso to the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
and the Straits of Bell Isle, and who, after salting down 
his fish in the hold, had to return with it to his distant 
homo, and cure it there. Yet with all these obstructions, 
the Americans, in consequence of the snpineness and inert- 
ness of the colonists, could easily have undersold them in 
their own markets, had they been allowed to ftequent 

And, while the West India plantar became embarrassed 
by the high prices he paid for the necessaries of hfe, those 
whom the protective system was intended to benefit^ derived 
no advantage from its operation ; fish being at a low' rate 
at the places whither the fisherman repaired to dispose of 
his catch, owing to the uncertainty that attended eveiy 
shipment which was made, caused by the fi'equent and 
ruinous fluctuations in the West India market ; while the 
merchant, on the other hand, was often ruined by the losing 
voyages of his vessels. In fact, the West India tra<le was 
a sort of lottery, in which there were a great many blanks 
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and ultimately but few prizes. Halifax was at one timo 
the principal shipping port to the West Indies, but I can- 
not at this moment call to mind the names of half-a-dozen 
of its merchants who eventually retired gainera hy their 
operations in. that trade. 

Excuse the length of this communication and the liberty 
I have taten, of attempting to add to your information 
upon a sulyeet about which you seem to be so tliorouglily 
informe<l, and beheve me, 

Very respectfully, 

And truly yours, 

EuwrND Wabd. 
To 
JoiiN BioELOW, Esq. 
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CHAPTER XT. 
Accomolatioas of land — No middle class — Labor not capital. 

I HAVE referred to the inaolvent conditioD of the Jamai- 
cans previous to the emancipation of the slaves, and have 
shown that even then, the whole buauiass ut the island was 
done upon credit, given upon the most lumons terms. I 
have also given my reasons for belies mg thit tte Emanci- 
pation Act did not cause, but only piecipitated a result 
which was inevitable ; it comjwUed a bilanee to be struck 
between the debtors and the cieditcrs, which revealed, 
rather than begat, the poverty which now, no effort can 
conceal. 

Bnt the question arises, why have not the properties 
been sold by the neces^tons and purchased upon terms 
that would admit of cai'efn! and remunerating cultivation ; 
in other words, why have not the laws of supply and de- 
mand dispossessed the absentee landlords, converted the 
mortgagees into resident proprietors, and tlius restored the 
equiUbrium between labor and capital ? 

This is the Jamaica problem. Without pi'esuming to 
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be able to give it a scientific solution witli the means of 
informaljon at present witliin my reach, I think I can in- 
dieat* tlie direction in which auch a solution is to be 
found, by those who may choose to go in quest of it, 

I have already stated that nine-tenths of the land fe 
owned by non-resident proprietoi's. That involves the ne- 
cessity of trusting its culture to i^nte. The agency for an 
estate of two hundred acres, eoste on an average, not le^ 
than for one of a thousand acres, and the lai^r the estate, 
tlierefore, the less the relative expense of its agencies. 

Again, it would not be worth while for a non-resident io 
keep up the supervision of a moderate sized farm, tiiree 
thousand miles fix)m home. Nothing less than the profits 
of a veiy laige estate, could compensate him for the trouble 
and pexense of keeping up a force of attornies, agents and 
book-keepers, and for the absence of that personal devotion 
to its mans^ement, which none but a proprietOT ever feels. 

To these and other circumstances, which it is not mat«- 
ial now to enumerata, may be attiibuted the tendency 
which has been active here since the settlement of the is- 
land by the English, to aceumulato real estate in the hands 
of large proprietors, and to exterminate from the soil, all 
men of small capital. Till recently, such a thing was never 
known as a small farm of fifty or a hundred acres to be 
put under cidture for profit. A place of this description 
would be called a pen here, which is the name by which they 
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desigliate a country lesidence and wjtild be ajpiopnitpd 
to kitehen and oinaniental gardening paiks -md trdiaids, 
but would not be leclioned i productive part of tlip pro 
prietoi'a estatp 

Out of one bundled ind f3rt> augdi estitts m J i 
maica selected indisi,nnnnatel} , tbe a^eidfte size of eaih 
was over 1 202 icie" Theie is no re^rf>n to doubt 
that the average size thioughout the whole island is still 
greater For example, eight estates, which h'i\e been 
abandoned in the paiitJi of ''t Ann, contained in the ig^ie 
gat« 10,330 acres ; one m St Dorothy, and the only one, 
contained 1,406 ; two in St. John, contained 2,960 ; two 
in Vere, contained 3,860; seventeen m Clarendon, con- 
tained 23,737; in Poit Royal, one contained 1,780; in 
St Davids, two contained 3,662 ; in Bt, EKzabefli, six con- 
tained 18,010; and m Westmoreland, two contained, 

Of course, estates like these, can only be owned and cul- 
tivated by men of large capital, who are generally unwil- 
Hng to sell fragments of their property for the reasons I 
have already suggested. Beside considering it unprofita- 
ble to own a small estate, which Hiey have to commit to 
the expensive management of agents, they have an idea 
that no money is to be made here escept from sugar, nim 
and coffee, articles which the negroes know how to pro- 
duce aa well as, or better, than ths whites. If tliey At" 
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lempt anything else, the negroes must leai'n how to do the 
work, and the white superintendeats are generally too 
ignorant, too lazy, or too indifferent, to take the trouble to 
teach tliem. To cultiTate eitiier of the great staples, it has 
always been esteemed neeessaiy to have very expensive 
works attached to each estate, costing generally from tea 
to forty or fifty thousand pounds. I have seen sugar works 
here which cost sixty thousand poiinds. Of ooui^ tlieir 
expense does not increase in proportion to the size 
of the property; on tlie contrary, like the expenses of 
supefiatendence, it costs but little more for machineiy to 
manufacture the sugar and the mm for an estate of two 
hundred acres, than for one five times its size. Hence it is 
supposed that the value of a lai^e estate, would be impaired 
by dividing it, and that the larger it is, the greater is ita 
wortii per acre. I shall have occasion to show by-and-by 
how eutirely wrong tJie planters are in their fects, and in 
their inferences upott this subject, but it is enough at pre- 
sent for me to state, what will not be disputed, that the 
whole propiietorship of tlie island is infected with the im- 
pression, that the real estate is valuable in an inverse ratio to 
the number of proprietor ; that the more simple the kind 
of labor required, the greater will be its product, and that 
sugar, rum and coffee, can be produced on that account, 
more profitably than anything else. 

Hence it happens that when a proprietor sells a property. 
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ivhefliei from neeessity or choice, he insists upon selling the 
whole of it, and the purchaser generally insists upon buy- 
ing the whole. The residents of the island are, for the 
most part, too poor to buy, and hence non-residents have 
usually been the purchasers, when any sales were made. 
In this way, all the evils of absenteeism have been per- 
petuated, and the few sales which have occurred, have 
contributed notliisig, apparently, to the restoration of the 
equihbrium between labor and capital, which must precede 
any permanent prosperity in Jammca. 

Another consequence of this delusion about tie neces- 
sity ot preseiving the present monstrous proportions of the 
estates is, that most of the capital invested here is ap- 
propn'ited to the two or three favorite staples which I have 
mentioned, and the island is compelled to import nearly 
everything it lonsumes. It will hardly seem credible, that 
a countiy which can grow any kind of grain, idmost with- 
out eultm'e, should import all its flour, its meal, its rice, 
and immense quantifies of peas and beans for the consump- 
tion of its own population ; that a country which supports 
a lai^er variety of valuable forest frees than any other tract 
of its aze in the world, should import all its lumber, its 
shingles, ifa staves, its heading and its hoop poles ; that an 
island which, if left to run wild, would afford better graz- 
ing to cattle all tte year round, than can be procured at 
any seaaon In any ona of the United States, tmless it ba 
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Tesas, witli cultdvatioii, shmild import all ila smoked aiKl 
a^t beet "^ its salt port, hania and tongues, moat of its 
biitter, lard, clieese, candles, and soap ; and yet incredible 
as it may appear, such has been the custom in Jamaica for 
years, as the following table which I foimd in De CoKlova's 
Mercantile Jntelhijencer a very useful papei published 
jjeriodicoily it Kinftston, mil demonstrate 

Itrvpm ts xntn the Island of Jamaica {^Kincntyn. imd tie 
OutfiwU) up to the lOtk if Octohi:i m the ycmt. IB-iS 
and 1849 



Bread cffta «318 ilSM 

Cora, tauehels 81 ois I'a las 

BarleY Oalfl Bifd Rje diUo 1 in 14B 

Po*,dD 1 SSI 21176 

n el ToDguM, do •tlT 414 

lard do TWI 1369 

Mackerel So 340 30 5GB 

AlewivBB, do i^M SMO 

Herrings, do IS^SO li,W 
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It will be percPHcd by ttis tatk, that tli imj-mtitioti 
of salt fish is ^eiy hrge, and jet the watoiis aiound la 
maica, abound with some of the imest lish m the world 
The people will send to Maine for lumlier, and pay $25 t 
thousand feet tor it, rather than be at the tiouble of cutr 
ting down their own magnificent forests. There is not a 
single saw mill upon the island. There are no manufac- 
tories of any Mnd except of sugar and rum. Even 
their brick they import The hilly surface of the countiy 
supplies an abundance of water power, over foily constant 
rivers and over two hundred rivulets, and yet there is not 
such a thing as a water wheel to be found in use, except 
on the plantations and for agricultural purposes. 

So entirely, indeed, are the capital and industry of the 
island absorbed in the culture of favorite staples on these 
large estates, that common articles of table consumption 
in Kingston, are higher than in any part of England or the 
United States. I g^ve below a list of prices paid at the 
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hotel where I stayed, for articles, every one of whieL could 
be cultivated in Jamaica with the utmost ease and abund- 
ance, and ought to be sold for prices far below the current 
rates for tie same articles in any city in the United States ; 



Nothing apparently caa be more imnatiiral, than for the 
people of this island, in their present poverty-sti'ieken con- 
dition, to be paying such prices as these for their daily 
food ; and yet nothing is more inevitable, so long as the 
land is held by a few absentee landlords, in such large 
quantities. 

No one who has lived in a slave country need be told 
that it never supports a middle class. The intelligent 
white operative with no capital but his muscles, his cha- 
racter, and liB ambition, will never settle in a country 
where all muscular labor is performed by a degj'aded 
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caste. Where slavery exUia, there are but two classes, the 
capitalist and the slave. The union of capital and labor 
in the same peiaon never occurs. The consequence is, 
that ill Jamaica where the moral influence of slavery 
yet abides, there are none of those small pcopiietors, so 
common throughout the northern pait of the United 
States, who, with the savings from thmv daily wages, buy 
a few acces of land, which they cultivate witJi their own 
hands, enlarging from time to time as convenience will 
pei-mit, and on which they raise a lai'ge proportion of the 
articles required for their family consumption. Had Ja- 
maica such a population, we would never hear again of 
her importing annually seventy thousand barrels of floui', 
ninety thousand bushels of com, thi'ee hundred thousand 
pounds of tobacco, ten or twelve milhon feet of lumber and 
sawed stuff; her population would not have to pay thirty- 
eight cents a pound for butter, eighteen cents a quart for 
milk, three to live cents a piece for eggs, twenty-five cenfa 
a pound for ham, and sixteen to eighteen doUais for a 
bari'el of flour. But as I hare before stated, slavery and 
absenteeism together, have distributed the land in princely 
tracts to lai'ge capitalists, whose interest has always been 
supposed to be best consulted, by cultivating two or three 
leading staples, to the general neglect of all articles of 
home consumption, and by whom the multiphcation of 
small land proprietoi's has never been favored. It is not 
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STiqji-ising, therefore, that even in this 00x111117, favored with 
a climate and soil which almost siipplies the warta of man, 
spontaneously, it costs quite as much to live as in the moat 
expensive dties of the United States, 
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Labor to become capital — Increase of small proprietors. 

I HAVE with all pnchcable brevity stated what I look 
up Ml a& the moie prominent l ^uaes of the present prostrate 
condition ot this chaimmg island, I tale leave to re- 
capitulate them 

Mrst — ^The de£;radatioii of laborj in cousoquence of the 
yet cjinpii-itively recent existence of negro slavery, by 
which the white population are excluded from almost every 
depirtment <.f pioducfive industry, and a tone of public 
opinion 13 begotten, caltuhted to discourage, rather tlian to 
piomote indu'^tr> unong tlie people of color, 

Sfcond — Nine tenths cf the improved land was owned 
by absentee*! — which implies unskilful tillage ; an extra 
expense on an a\eiage ot throe thousand dollars a yeai- to 
each estate lor attomejs, igenta and overseers; great im- 
piovidenLfl m the management of the properties, and few 
or no libor saviiig impros omenta, 

Thnd — The pst%tp'^ nul«'i culture were all mortgaged 
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for rooie than tUei were wo tli niipn. the emiin.n ation 
bill pa^ed That measuie increised the enib^n-issmenta 
of the lesidenta made them the ea..y ] ley ot their non 
lesident creditor ind left them without mpan or capital 
to con luL,t tlie "-ultn ation of the lind with profit or even 
with economy 

Fourth. — The magmtu.de of the estates aad the pi'inei- 
piea upon which they have been eultivsted, prevent the 
free circulation of real property, fend to accumulate the 
land in the hands of a few, to exterminate the middle 
classes of men with little or no capital, and to heget a con- 
stant and unnatural antagonism between capital and labor. 

These cavses, in my judgment, would have conducted 
Jamaica to inevitable ruin, had the tariff laws never been 
altered nor the slaves been set at hberty. 

But the question arises, is this state of tilings to be per- 
petual, or where or how is it to teinainate ! I answer, that 
it must continue until the land gete into the hands of peo- 
. pie who are not ashamed to till it. So long as it is held 
by English landlords, it will doubtless continue to depreciate 
in value. I say this with all possible respect for the proprie- 
tary class here, many of whom I know, and greatly esteem- 
It will continue to depredate in their hands, I say, because 
they will not cultivate it peraonally, nor can they command 
the capital, fidelity and skill necessary to cultivate it with 
profit by agents. It will continue to depreciate until the 
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landholders will consent to sell small fi'agments of their 
estates to the poorer classes who are willing to work the 
land with their own hands. 

The island proprietors cannot command the capita! nor 
the slriU necessary to cultivate their large estates profitably 
now, whatever they might have done in more prosperous 
times, and before they became so poor and involved. They 
are realiang this more and more distinctiy every day. The 
market value of eoiUBe must go on declining as long as the 
present proportions of the estates ai'e preserved, until tlie 
lower prices tempt labor and small capitalists from abroad, 
or until the land comes within the reach of tlie poorer classes 
of tiie colored population. That point has been nearly 
reached. There has been as yet but httie movement to- 
ward the island from abroad, because its actual condition 
and reaoui'ces are not coiTectiy uuderetood in otier coun- 
tries, especially among the class moat likely to avail them- 
selves of a new field of entei'prise on a foreign soil. But 
file colored residents have already discovered their advan- 
tage, and are avmling theraselvcB, in considerable numbers, 
of the cheapness of real estate, to become proprietors. 

I was surprised to find how genei'al was the desire 
among the negroes to become possessed of a littie land, 
and upon what sound principles that desire was based. In 
the first place, a freehold of four or five acres gives them a 
vote, to which they attach great value, and in the next 
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place, it enables them with two or three months of labor 
upon wages during the cropping of the sugat, and one day 
in each week devoted to their little farms, to hve in com- 
parative ease and independence. From five acres of land 
ia Jamaica, a negro will supply almost all his physical 
wants, I have seen gi'owing on a patch of lees than two 
acres, owned by a negro, the bread fruit, bananas, yam's, 
oranges, shadducks, encumhere, beans, pine-apple, plantain 
and chiramoya, besides many kinds of shnibhery and 
fruits of seeondaiy value, 

I was greatly surpriwd to find that the number of these 
colored pi'oiirietors is already considprably over one hun- 
dred thousand, and constantly increasing. 

When one reflects that only sixteen years ago there 
was scarcely a colored land-holder upon the island, and 
that now there are a hundred thousand, it is unnecessary 
to say that this class of the population apjfreciate the privi- 
leges of free labor and a homestead fer more coiTectiy 
than might be expected, more especially when it is borne 
in mind that seven-tenths of them were begotten in slavery, 
and spent many yeais of their hves as bondsmen. 

Their properties average I should think, about throe 
acres. They have a direct interest in cultivating them 
ecoaomicaily and intelligently. The practice of planning 
their own labor, encouraged by the piivilege of reaping its 
rewards themselves, exerts upon them the most important 



Hcssdb, Google 



Ill 

educational iuflueucfi, the results of whiisli will soon bo 
inucli more apparent than ttej are now. 

Upon their little tracts they raise not only what they re- 
quire for their own consumption, but a surpliK which they 
take to marltet, usually in small paiiniei's upon donkies, or 
upon their heads. Nearly eveiy colored proprietor has a 
donkey, which costs from seven to ten pounds, upon 
which he packs his produce, and under the custody some- 
times of a woman, often of a child, he sends it to town, 
to be converted into money, with which he puvdiases such 
articles of necessity or luxury as his land does not produce 
and he can afford. One of the most interesting spectacles 
to he witnessed about Kingston, is presented on the high- 
road through which the market people, with their donldea, 
in the cool of the morning, pour into the city from the 
back countiy. They form an almost nninten'upfed proces- 
sion fotir or five miles in length ; and what strikes the 
eye of an American at once, is their perfect freedom irom 
care. Neither anxiety, nor poverty, nor desu'e of gain, has 
written a line Upon their faces, and they could not show 
less concern at the result of their trip if they were going 
to a festival. One may readily perceive how strong and 
universal must be the desire of the poor laborers to ex- 
ehange their servile drudgeiy, on the lands of otliei's, for 
this hfe of comparative ease and independence. 

Of com'se it requires no littie self-denial and enei'gy for a 
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negro, upon tlie wages now paid iii Jainaka, to lay up 
enougli with which to ptachase one of these properties ; hut 
if he does get one, he never parts with it, except for a larger 
or a better one. The planter's call them lazy for indulging 
in this feehng of independence ; hut I never could see any- 
thing in the aveiaon of the negroes here to labor, which 
was not sanctioned by the example of their masters, and 
by instincts and propensities common to humanity. 

The planters discourage these sales of land to the blacks 
in every possible way, for they say it rabes the price 
of labor by increasing the independence of the laboring 
daaaes. They insist that a negro will not work longer 
than he is obliged !o, for the mere supply of the necessa- 
ries of hfe, which ore veiy few and very cheap. They say 
with Carlyle, that " where a black man by working about 
half an hour a day (such k the calculation,) can supply 
himself, by aid of sun and soil, witii as much pumpkin aa 
mil suffice, he is hkely to be a little stiff to raise into hard 
work I Supply and demand, which, sdence says, should 
be brought to bear on him, have an up-hill task of it with 
such a man. Strong sun supplies itself gi'atis, rich soil in 
those unpeopled or half-peopled regions almost gratis; 
these ate his ' supply ; ' and half an hour a day, directed 
upon these, will produce pumpkin, which is his ' demand.' 
The fortnnate black man, verj' swiftly does be settle Am 
account with supply and demand : — not so swiftly the less 
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foTtuiiate wliits man of these tropical localities. He him- 
self oaanot work ; and his black neighbor, rich in pumpkin, 
is in no haste to help him. Sunk to the ears in pumpldn, 
imbibing saccharine juices, and much at his ease in the: 
Creation, he can listen to tlie less fortunate white man's 
' demand,' and take his own time in supplying it, Higher 
wages, massa ; higher, for your cane-crop cannot wait ; 
etiU higher, — fill no conceivable opulence of fvii' nop 
will cover such wages !" 

The estimate put upon volnntaiy black hboi m the 
above extract by Mr. Carlyk, is quite generally entertimed 
among the planters in Jamaica, and among the slave 
holders in the United States, and as it is entirply inconsist 
ent with my own, it is proper that I shoidd give the result 
of my obseiTations of free negi'o labor here, and the e\teiit 
to which I have found it governed by the Kws which 
generally aie foimd to control other kinds of laboi 
Before doing so, however, I wish to say a woid of the 
communication from which the above extract is made 

It is difficult for one who b acquainted with his earlier 
writings, to believe that the " Occasional Discourse on 
m^gto Slavery," to which I have referi'cd, is from the pen 
of Carlyle. It lacks all the moral, and many of the in- 
tellectual baits which have distinguished the writings of 
that ^fted man. The ailment of the discourse is briefly 
as follows. The negro has few wants, and those almost 
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exdusively of an aiiifnai iiatui'e, wliicli lie can and does 
supply with very little labor. He will not work more than 
is Deeesaary to supply those wants, without receiving exor- 
bitant vifages. But it is a law of our natui'e, saya the 
writer, " that no black man who shall not work according 
to what ability the gods have given him for working, has 
the smallest right to eat pumpkin or to any fraction of 
land that will grow pumpkin, however plentiful such land 
may be ; but haa an indisputable and perpetual right to be 
compelled, by the I'cal proprietors of said land, to do com- 
petent work for his living. That k the everlasting duty 
of all men, white or black, who are born into the world." 

Mr. Carlyle proceeds to claim that pumpkins are not 
"the sole pre-requisites for human well-being." Many 
other thuigs grow among these islands useful to man, such 
as sugar, coffee, dnaamon, and precious spices, " things 
far nobler than pumpkins ; and leading towards com- 
merces, arts, pohticB and social developments, which alone 
are the noble pivduct, where men {and not pigs with 
pumpkins) are the pai'ties concerned t * * * * 
" If Quashee will not honestly aid in bringing out those 
sugars, cinnamons, and nobler products of (he West Indian 
islands, for the benefit of all mankind, thnn I say neither 
will the Powem permit Quashee to continue growing 
pumpkins there for his own lazy beiiefit ; but will sheer 
him out, by-and-by, like a lazj- gourd overshadowing rich 
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ground ; Mm and all that p.irUke w U h — ! h [s 
a very tei'rible mattiier. For nde f i o ot E eter Hall 
the ' temble manner ' is not yet q ute extm t w th the 
Destinies in tliis Univerae ; or will t |u te paae I a[ j re 
hend, for soft sawder or ph lanthroj o stump-oiato y o v 
or hencefijith. No ; tlie gods wisli besides punipldns, that 
spices and valuable pioduete be grown in their West 
Indies ; thus much fhey have so declared in making the 
West Indies :— mfimti'lv more they wish, that manful in- 
dustrious men oetupy their West Indies, not indolent two- 
legged cattle, however ' happy ' over their abundant pump- 
kins ! Both these thing, we may be assured, the immoi-tal 
gods have decided upon, passed their eternal act of parUa- 
ment for : and both of them, though all terreatiial Parlia- 
ments and entities oppose it to the death, shall be done, 
Quashee, if he will not help in bringing out the spites , 
will get himself made a slave agmn (which st«ite will bo d 
little less ugly than his present one), and with beneficent 
whip, since other methods avail not, will be oomprfled to 
work. * * ***** 

You are not. 'slaves' now; nor do I wish, if it can be 
avoided, to see you slaves again ; but decidedly you will 
have to be servants to those that are born wiser than 
yon, that are born lords of you, — servants to the whites, 
if they are, as what mortal can doubt tliey are ? bom 
wiser than you. That you may depend upon it my ob- 
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Boure Black friends, is and was always tbe Law of tie 
World, for you and for all men : To be servaofa, the more 
foolish of IB to the more wise ; and only sorrow, futility 
and disappointment will betide both, till boti in some ap- 
proximate degree get to conform to the same. Heaven's 
laws ai'e not repealahle by Earth, however Earth may 
try, — and it has been trying hard, in some directions, of 
life ! I say, no weii-being and in the end no being at all, 
will be possible for you or us, if the law of Heaven is not 
cfmjliedwith 'Vnlit'sh^e' mean esseiUnllj 'senaut 
hiied fci hfe,'— foL life oi hy a contiact of long u>ntinn 
ante tnd not easily dissolublp, — 1 asl. whether, in ol! 
human things, the 'contract of long continumee' js not 
precisely the contract to he dp&ired, weie the nght terms 
once found tor it! Servant hiied for hfe, weie the right 
terms once found, which I do not pretend they are, seems 
to me much prefeiahle to servant hned for the month oi 
bj contiict dissoluble in a day An ill situated seivuit 
that — ^nant giowa to be nomadic, between whom 
and his master a good relation cannot easily spiing up !" 
Such is the solution of the West Indian problem, advo- 
cated by one of tJie most distingmshed writers and thint- 
ers in England : a restoration of slaveiy. He would in- 
troduce compulsory labor, the price of which should not 
be regulated by th^ laws of supply and demand which 
control the wages of whites, but by acts of parliament, or 
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by tlie caprice and avarice of land-owneis. If this form of 
slavery should not be effectual, he would restore tJie chat- 
tel slavery which formerly prevailed. He admifa that tiie 
whites do not work here, but he does not propose fo make 
labor compulsory npon them. He would have die rate of 
w^es for the negroes determined by an aibitraiy regula- 
tion and not by tiie supply, as it is everywhere else. He 
Would exclude all white laborers fi'om the West Indies , 
by compelling the blacks to work at lower than market 
prices. 

As tJiese pi-opomtiona logically assume that the organi- 
aation of the black man is inferior to tliat of the white 
man — and that be is not entitled to equal righls before 
the law, but is to be classified with the bmte creation, I 
have Eo occasion to notice them fertber than to state 
tliom, for I am sure that tkere are bitt few of my readera 
who would bo interested in the discussion of such enormi- 
ties. But as Mr. Cavlyle farther justifies the course he 
reeommenda, by the allegation tliat the negi'oes will not 
work after their animal wants are suppEed, and as such a 
statement, if true, is calculated to destroy all hope of ever 
bringing the blacks within the pale of an exalted civiliza- 
tion, I desire a word with my readers upon that point. 
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CHATTEE XIII. 

Labor and Wages. 

The complaint made by Mr, Cai'lyle, is the first tbiug 
which a stranger hears out of the mouths of white residents 
on lancting at Jamaica. " The wages ai'e so high tJiat nothing 
can bo made off om estates without protection." They 
clamor from the house tops that tliere is a scarcity of labor, 
which causes the high wagea ; and the island is constantly 
agitated with schemes for the importation of laborers from 
abroad. Coolies were brought here many years ago from 
the East ; the Apprenticeship system was established ; im- 
Hiigration from Geimany and Africa was encouraged at 
some expense, but still the complaint is, that wages are 
ruinously high. I did not meet a single planter, who did 
not insist that it was the unnatural price of labor that wm 
sinking them. Mr. Stanley eanied off the same impres- 
sion, and makes it the staple of his argument for a resto- 
ration of the old protective duties on colonial produce. 

Now it never seems to have occun-ed either to Mr, Staii- 
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ley or to Mr. Carlylo, that then readers might feel an in- 
terest in Itiiowing what the enovmous wiges were irhich 
failed to overcome the uloie cp ot the ju pkin eating 
two legged cattle, " vho o nj e th j it e classes n 
the West Indies. As lutormation p n th po nt seemed 
to be of the very last mj.o taa « d te m g whether 
there was a seareih of laV or ce ta n o ist t tional n 
fimiities in the laborers to ver ome h h eifed a Be 
cesaity for special leg htion I u ade t! e current wage? 
of the island tJie subject of sj>eeial nqui y To y tter 
suriirise I learned, that the jnce for men on the sigTr 
and coffee plantations ranged from eighteen to twent} four 
cents a day, and proportionably less for boys alid females. 
Out of these wnge^ the laborers have to board them- 
sehes. Now when it is considered that in the lai^est 
market on tlie island, flour costs from sixteen to eigh- 
teen dollars by the barrel, butter thirty-eight cents a 
pound, eggs from thiee to fi^e cents a piece, anl hams 
twenty-five cents i pound, does not the cry of hit,h 
wages appear abaiiid' Was the wolf'f complaint cf the 
lamb for muddying the witei in the stieam bebw him, 
more unreasonable ^ AiS wage^ kwer in any qutiter of 
the civilized world ' Tour fifths ot aU the t,iain lonsumed 
in Jamaica is gi'Own in the United State*, on fields where 
labor costs more than fom times this pin,e, and where 
every kind of provision, but fruit, is less expensive The 
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fact is, the negro cannot live on such waj^'es, unless te 
owns in fee, a lot of tliree or five acres, or ekes them out 
by stealing. He is driven by necessity to the purchase 
aad cultivation of land for himseli^ and he finds such 
labor, so much better rewarded than that bestowed upon 
the lands of others, fliat he very naturally takes care of hia 
own first, and gives his leisure to the properties of othei-s, 
when he feels inclined ; in that particular acting very much 
fs if he were a white man. 

But far better evidence thaji the nominal cost of labor, 
may be produced to show that wages ai'e actually very 
low. In the first place, every house and shop is filled 
with black servants. People with incomes of less than, 
five hundred dollars a year, will keep more servants than 
would be expected in the United States, from an annual 
income of ten thousand. 

When the census was taken in 1844, it appeared that 
there were in Jamaica at that time 23,153 housahold sei- 
vants, under which name 1 do not mean to mclude agn- 
cultural or day laborers of any kind, who numbei about 
200,000 more. By tlie same census it appeared, that 
there were 142,831 persona without any occupation or 
pvu'suit. Here we have over 160,000 persota, or. more 
than 2-5ths of the whole population, unproductive, com- 
paratively. 

There are from three to five times as many persons em- 
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ployed about everything as are necessary. Tke moat modest 
and economical establishment in the coiintiy, will have four 
or five domestic servants. F Id h da m Itiph d tu 1 1 
they are in each others wai d th mpl t j 
always made to prevent thf [ oss >d tj f th din^ 
being compeUed to do anytl § th ms 1 wh 1 an b 
done by servants. 

I was pailiculariy stj-uok with the absurdity of this com- 
plaint about the high price of labor one day, when I was 
on a visit to a delightful sugar estate, lying in the parish of 
St. Thomas in the Vale. It was fonnerly the property of 
Bryan Edwards, whose excellent history of the British "West 
Indies is well known in the United States,* 

Dove Hall, for that is the name of the estate, lies near 
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the base of a mountain, beaurifully wooded with tlie most 
luxuriant forest trees of the tropica The mansion is apon 
an eleTation which gradually sloi>e3 fir near i quartei of 
a mile, till it is bounded in the valley 1 y estp^ itp telds of 
sugar Ciuie, which skirt the margin ot •* beautiiul river that 
travevaea the whole estate. As I dnip mto the lawn m 
front of the house, I observed from fiftj to sevenfyfiie 
head of cattle — oxen, cows, and d nkeyi — a,i'iznig about 
and three men and two boys, posted at difteient j nuie, 
were watching Siem, occasionally vaiyiug the monotony of 
their duties by rolling over on fiie grass and chattering to 
each other, de rehus tdhili, in that pecuhariy rapid and 
thoughtless gibberish which one never heats, except from 
negroes and monkeys. 

When I entered the house, I asked what these negroes 
were doing on tlie lawn, and was told that they were tend- 
ing the cattle to keep them from wandering off into the 
mountain. Before I left, the overseer of the estate assui'ed 
me in all sincerity, that the plantera could not get ahead 
in Jamaica unless wages came down i I told him that he 
must not talk to an American about high wages, when he 
could afford io keep three men and two boys to do what 
w:is not more than half occupation for the smalipst of tlie 
toy.,* 

* Mj rfiadera win probAbly nriare the smpiise which I experjeitce^ Av!ien I irad 
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This is but one of the thousand ways in which labor is 
squandered on this island. In the sugar mills, from twenty 
fo thirty men and women will be employed to do what five 
American operatives would do much better in the same 
time, with the aid of such labor-saving agencies as would 
suggest themselves at once to an intelligent mind. Every- 
thing is done in a way rather to inci'eaae than diminish the 
number of hands required. I ventm'e to say, that there is 
not one single step in the manufacture of a hogshead of 
sugar, or a puncheon of rum, upon any estate in Jamaica, 
in which any inteUigent mechanic might not point out a 
palpable waste of labor, and a ready process of saving it, 
I could not leara that there were any estates on the 
island, decently stocked with implements of hiisbaudry. 
Even the modem axe is not in general use ; for felling the 
larger class of trees, the negroes commonly use what they 
call an axe, which is shaped much like a wedge, except 
that it is a little wider at the edge than at the opposite 
end, at tJie veiy extremity of which, a ].}ei-fectly straight ban- 

WDrhBaowel] as when worklDg- for bla own profit— that IhehDpeorrsJBin^liuir- 
Bomewhat basdly draws coiichieiDn. Butin praclice ittaa invsriHtfy teafl found, 
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die is inserted. A more awkward thing for clioppinjf eould 
not be well conceived — at least so I thought witil I saw 
the instrument in yet more general use about the houses 
in the country, for cutting fire-wood. It was in shape, 
sdze and appearance, more like the outer half of the blade 
of a scythe, stuck into a small wooden handle, than any- 
thing else I can compare it to ; with this long knife, for it 
is nothing else, I have seen negroes hacking at branches of 
palm for sevei'al minutes, to accomplish what a good 
wood-chopper, with an American axe, would finish at a 
single sti'oke I ai not no peak eg of the poorer class 
of negro proj t ■» wl e ] ty gnorance might ex- 
cuse this, btotthjj tf f lai^e estates, which 
have coat th th utands of pon ds 

During my t y n Jam ca an dd ess was delivered to 
the people of Kingston, by Mr. W. W. Andereon, a very 
respectable and much esteemed lawyer of that city, who 
has travelled extensively in the United States, and who 
took occasion to contrast tlie industrial poLcy of the two 
countries, with the view of showing to his fellow citizens 
the real cause of their declining prosperity. He noticed 
particularly their neglect to avml themselves of the im- 
provements making in every department of agricultural 
industry. Being a resident, and addressing his fellow 
citizens, his opinions upon these subjects are worth re- 
peating. 
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" Certainly;" aaja Mv. Anderson, " their (the Americans) 
superiority orer us is not to be found either in their soil or 
climate, but in. their more laboriously and more stilfullj 
directed industry, aided by implemental husbandry. If an 
acre is to be planted ia corn or potatoes, the usual eourae 
for a Jamaica farmer ia to send twelve or fifteen laborers 
with tiieir hoea, and probably at the end of the day the 
grouad may have been turned up. And then follows the 
planting, which is done slowly by the hand, and the 
making of the drills, and subsequently the cleaning and 
moulding are all accomplished by the tedious aud primi- 
tive process of hand-hoeing, 

"But in America how is it? A single man, with his 
little one-hoi'se plough, is sent to the field alone, and in a 
day he does the work of fifteen of ours. Then the bar. 
rowing follows with equal speed, fadUty and economy of 
labor ; and sowing by a machine which does by an ahnost 
MmultaneouB operation the three-fold work of making a 
drill, dropping tlie seed at equal distances, and covering it 
up — all as quickly as a horse can walk from end to end of 
tie field. As fast as he walks this fitree-fold work is done 
by a self-acting machine, which only requires to be dragged 
over the ground to put the whole of its powers into effec- 
tive operation. "What wonder then at tlie cheapness of 
their com and pork, and the impossibility of our com- 
peting with them in these articles so long as we continue in 
our old ways. We all sufi^er because, in frutb, our neg- 
lected rural populatjon is willing to remain a century be- 
hind the rest of the world, wedded to their old c' 
and modes of working — self-satisfied and deficient ii 
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prise ; and as yet tliere has beeii no apostle of a better 
system to stir them up. 

" The plough ia still comparatively rai* in this island. 
By the culticatora of corn and provisions it is never used, 
while it is univefsal in America. Were the labor on our 
magnificent soils managed by as wise a coniniunily, the 
inci'ease in the value of our land would be astonishing- 
Our land is so cheap and valueless, only because we have 
not a system of general cultivation to turn it to profitable 
account. Following our system, America, would be poor as 
we are. In their northern states the land is poor and coldi 
and yields in most eases little surplus beyond a living, even 
after the exertion of such labor, directed by still and weU- 
made instmoients. But consider onr soil. See what an 
ignorant mountaia-cultivator can esti'act ftom a single acre. 
Seldom, indeed, is it that much a cnlfdvated by a Jan^ca 
peasant to supply his family's wants. The abundant and 
varied products of the soil enable him to live in comfort 
even with so smail a modicum of exertion. Were any man 
to work his ten homis a day, and be mded by suitable im- 
plementa for economizing labor, and better information, 
how easily could he achieve for himself comfort and inde- 
pendence." 

During the past summer public meeting have been held, 
and a vast deal of discussion has taken place in the journals 
of the island about the scarcity of labor, with a view of 
suppoi-ting the statements made by Mr. Stanley, in behalf 
of a more liberal protective tariti; and also to induce 
Parhivment to leud its aid to the encouragement of 
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foreign immigration. Among die communications to which 
the controversy has given rise, is tiie following, addressed 
by Mr. Andetson, tlie gentleman last quoted, to the Colo- 
nial Standard, in explanation of some remarks hp had then 
recently made at a public meeting in Kingston. As local 
evidence in confirmation of the views I have taken, it has 
seemed to be entitled to a place in these pages. 

*' Dear Sir ; — 

" Let me reply to your observation on the opinions I 
expressed at tlie late Cotton meeting about tbe alleged 
want of labor, which you say is general throughout the 
island. I still complain of that statement, and agree with 
Sir Joshna Rowe* in designating the frequent reiteration of 
it as absolutely ' snicida!.' It discourages all approach lo us 
of capitalists, and puts a seal on the permanency of depres- 
sion. I do not say that there is no groimd for mtich com- 
plaint; but I say that the extent of the evil, the causes of 
it, and the remedies for the cure ai'e neither correctly nor 



pnrely local He beliesed also thol llia amount of Icbor Tnrted verj mateiiaily, 
BTfln in Ihe same diKidei, tmd.-woa dependant iDagrealmaasureonlbe nrimager^ 
fbr be had tVrand fteqnenfly I^el while one eslate was provided v/ith abundant 
labor, a neighboring eaiala could not proearB a ^gle one. That, lioweuer, wai 
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judiciously stated. I of coui'se give those who differ from 
me credit for what I thank you fof conceding to me, all 
honesty in their views and statements, A little discussion 
may perhaps elicit something that will prove correcting to 
both. "What other object, indeed, than the general wel- 
fare, can any of us have in our discu^ons ? 

" The field of my operations for some years past has lain 
about aix miles from town, and the labor required on it is 
hard, eonsistang chiefly of trenching, ditching, draining of 
lagoon lands, and grass planting. I obtain such people 
readily, and to any extent for a shilling a day. Oa my 
own small property in the mountains, in the Highgate Dis- 
trict, I have also been able to procure laborers widi equal 
facility at the same rate. Any disappointments that have 
occurred, have been trivial. Very much indeed has al- 
ways depended on these in the manf^ement at the time. 
My experience, as you truly say, is not very estensive, but 
still where such strong general statements are frequently 
repeated, it is something in the way of qualification. 

"Again, I can. truly say that many individuals in vaii- 
ous districts confirm my experience by their own. There 
have been, owing to the distresses of the times, many cases 
of irregularity in the payments ; and the rata of wages, it 
must be admitted, haa not afforded mudi inducement to 
cheerful and steady labor ia a climate which much en- 
courages languor and indolence. Besides the activity and 
strength of mind which education and piwper training and 
good habits give, is sadly wanting, while the climate much 
more than ordinaiy northern climates, requires all that these 
aids can give, to preserve the people from sinking info apa- 
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tiy and vice. Of this aid we all personally feel the im- 
portance, but they unfortunately have had hut httle of it. 

" The remedy which has hitherto been rehed on, and 
which you still seem to rely on, is the importation of fresh 
cargoes of Africans, This I say, and do repeat, as I have 
often done ia my place in the House of Assembly, never 
can afford any permanent remedy. Social evils will be 
created by it, if peKisted in, of a kind and a magnitude 
that will fifi every one wifJi a surprise and dismay, and in 
tile end utterly destroy our prosperity. We have sought 
to impart a certain quantity of physical power, while we 
have abundance of it already lying by us, idle and unem- 
ployed. A ckigyman told me the other day that the peo- 
ple around him were generally idle, with the exception of 
an hour or two a day on their gi'otmds. Why not tiy to 
make the labor we have available ? The moral incubus of 
ignorance and immorality must soon affect the fresh impor- 
tation, as they have onr own people. The magnitude of 
the evils I complain of, will soon become palpable to the 
moat inconsiderate ; while to all thoughtful men the pre- 
Bent apprehension of the ultimate consequences to the coun- 
try must be very serious. 

" I blame very much in the matter, the clergy who are 
the feed guardians and overseers of the morals and educa- 
tion of <mt peasantry, and ought to be the leaders of their 
opinions. With a few exceptions, however, they do not 
generally labor amongst them. The stated canonical 
preaching amounts, as respects results on an' ignorant 
peasantry, to nothing — and the man who can only show 
that, as Lis title to his stipend, ought not to receive it. 
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The clergy ought to lahor on their high vocations as cor- 
rectly and lahoriously, and with the same devotion of time, 
as the laity do theirs. I am no favorer of Eomaa Catholic 
religion, but I confess that the entireness of the devotion, of 
their clergy to tlieit people, excites in me great admiration 
and respect, aad contrasts most unfavorably with all the 
supineness of a large number of ours. I know not how it 
is, that with all the avowed checks of bishop, archdeacons, 
commissaries, vicars, &c, &c, so much usefulness should 
remain fiuna year to year neglected. We are entitled to 
look to the clergy for some account of the low condition of 
ouv people mentally, socially, and religiously, and of the 
utter falling to pieces of the social fabric under their chaige. 
There ought to be a Mixed Court, consisfing of lay as well 
as clerical members to look after tie whole subject of pub- 
lic instruction, and those who minister to it. Power baa 
never been safe in the hands of ecclesiastica alone : they 
must not without aid govern each other. 

" Sir Charles Lyell, in his valuable book on America, 
states, that in Massachusetts where education is diffused in 
abundanc« thi'oughout the whole body of the people, the 
labor done in their trades and other avocations, by those 
whose province it is to labor, is excesa,ve. The truth is, a 
dvilized man, in a weE-consldtuted society, mil exert him- 
self almost to death, rather than fail in securing for him- 
self and his family tiie comforts and the decencies demanded 
by the habits of the society in which he hves. What 
amoimt of fatigue and suffering are not many educated 
men amongst ourselves now enduring to uphold the decen- 
cies and comforts of life to their families ! The higJier the 
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pitch to which the mind is wound up hy education and 
moral trainiDg, the gi-eatev and more aelf-denjing and 
more- energetic will be the efforts to discharge well the 
duti^ of life in the social relations. 

" Owv laboring people are so low and unfeeling in their 
habits, that they are almost as independent of us as the 
animals that roam about. We have contentedly witnessed 
their gradual deterioration, and we do not bestir oiitselves to 
arrest it. We shall never by mere importations of people 
ii'om Africa, raise the country to true prosperity. That is 
not the true remedy — quantity we have already, but a 
good quality of people we have yet to seek, and we must 
establish it, by eveiy means in our power. The annual 
grant for education ought not to be less than ;G5,000. 
" I remain, dear sir, 

" Yours tnily, 

" Wm. WeMYSS ANDERSOlf, 

" Eichmortd Pen, Sept. 9, 1850." 

For these reasons, I submit that the ai^ument by which 
Messrs. Carlyle and Stanley attempt to justify the interfer- 
ence of Parliament, eithei' to enfoi'ce labor or to rewai'd its 
product by discriminating taxation, is like the facta upon 
which it rests, without auy foundation. The entire neglect 
of all the most obvious methods of economizing labor, the 
number of idlers that throng the countiy, the low wages 
that are offered, and tlie utter recklessness with which labor 
is squandered, fully establish the truth of my statement, 
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that labor in Jamaiai is both, cheap and abundant. Let 
labor be rewarded as it is in tho United States or even, in 
England, and let it be used with the same economy, and 
the face of Jamaica would chango, almost as rapidly as if 
the sun of heaven were then to riso upon it for the fii'st 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Ceattal Milla, 

I HAVE stated th t the ylinte ■« discourage the partition 
of the land into smill pi pertie" because it 1#nds to j ro 
mote the indepenlencp ot the HI ig cla-se anl nli 
rectly to advance the co t ot hUr I have alw tated tl e 
prices of labor to a ge as low aa tl e lowest in any c i 
lized country in the wlladfir r live times lower 
than in the coui try t om wh h they impo t «tl o t three 
fifths of their bread st i& That the i] i ehe s 9 of tJie 
planters are well founded, there can be no nueation ; and 
that the prices of labor ought to advance, is also beyond a 
question. Labor will always bring its value unless in some 
way coerced, and hence its price in Jamaica must lise, or it 
will continue to be as it now is, inefficient, and its supply 
irregular. Nor is it the duty of the political economist or 
the statesman to make it otherwise. It is rather their 
duty to remove all the restrictions by which it is burdened, 
and then it wiii be as abundant and as productive here as 
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it is ill countries where it meets ivith its reward. Let the 
law-givers and liie capitalists remove fill vexatious obsta- 
cles to the sale and partition of land, and to the culture of 
such produce as the island itself has a constant demand for ; 
let the labor of the negro be converted into capital by 
furnishing him a home market, for the little surplus whicb 
he can raise upon such tracts of land as he can hire and 
cnkivate himself, and labor would rise in price, it is true, 
but it would rise more in value, for it would be more regular 
and more productive. And Iben land would rise in value 
also, pari passu, for it could be made productive also. The 
planter would soon be indemnified either by an inci-ease of 
bis rents or his crops, and the equihbriuni of labor and 
capital, tbo necessary antecedent fo prosperity here as 
everywhere else, would be restored. 

But it is objected by the planting interest, that if the 
states are so minutely subdivided, the cultivation of the 
great staples, sugar and cofiee, and the manufactui-e of 
rum, must cease, because the works upon sugar and coffee 
estates ace veiy expensive, and require large capital, and 
tbe estates must be very large to compensate for the outlay 
in that duection. For example, a good range of sugar 
worlcs could not be erected for lees than $50,000. The 
proprietor of twenty-five or fifty aci'cs could not aiford to 
keep such costly buildings for the manufacture of his 
limited stock, much less could the smaller proprietor of 
three, five or ten acres. 
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Tlie answer to this objection seems peifectly obvious, 
and yet no one liere seems to imderetand it. They have 
only to oleerve one of the moat familiar principles of eco- 
nomical science, and the whole difficulty ia obviated. Let 
them do what is done univei'sally in the northern States of 
o«f republic — sepai'ate the funetiona of the agriculturist 
from those of the manufectuTer — and then both depart- 
ments of industiy will be better conducted, upon at least 
one-tenth the capital now required. There is no conceiva- 
ble reason why central sugar mills, for example, should not 
be established, where the planters eordd take their eane to 
be groTUid for a toll, or to sell for a return of a given quan- 
tity of sugar, or molasses, or mm, or money, or whatever 
might be agreed upon. The period for cropping sugar 
sometimes lasts four months and upwards. The cane can 
be converted into sugar in less than twelve hours. It is 
perfectly practicable, therefore, to separate these depart- 
ments of industry to the profit of both. 

Under the system which now prevails here, a planter is 
usually from three to five months " about," as they term 
it, that is cttttjng hia cane and making his sugar. He 
starts hia mill in the morning about eight o'clock, and 
usually stops by five iu the afternoon, lets his fires go out 
and his men go home. Thus the use of more than half 
his capital is wasted for the period he may have occasion 
to use his works, and for tlie balance of the year he loses 
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the use of it altogether. If, on the other hand, the pro- 
prietor of a sugar imll were to pi'oelaim a table of rates at 
■which he Tvould make atigai', and also the piicea at which 
he would buy cane, and if he would provide himself with 
a double set of operatives, who would run his wocks night 
and day, never permitting them to stop except on the Sab- 
bath, from the commencement of the sugar hai'vest to ifa 
close, he would save the inteieat upon the capital invested 
in them, for all the additional time they were in motion, 
which would be more than half. 

He might also, during tie balance of the year, uae his 
en^ne and b\ii!dings in sawing lumber, or in some kind of 
manufacturing to which they might be adapted, and 
escape the absurd expense of importing shingles and staves 
&om Maine, lumber from Georgia, refined sugar from Lou- 
isiana, and flour and cheese from New York, and all hia 
textile fabrics from Great Britain, By this process, too, 
the small proprietor might save all his interest upon works 
and machinery, which constitute such a burden at present 
to the sugar maiei's, and by virtue of all the reasons upon 
which is based the great and familiar principle, that cheap 
prices follow die division of labor, he would get his canes 
ground upon better terms than even the large proprietors 
can do it for themselves, under the present system. 

Mr. Stanley very flippantly dismissed from his considera- 
tion, this proposal to separate tlie culture from the manu- 



Hcssdb, Google 



-a. 143 

facture of siig-ar as one that could only be contended for 
by men having no practical knowledge of West Indian 
habits, 111 his letter to Mr, GlaJfstona, he says : — 

" Agmn, we are told a great deal of the marvela to be 
worked at some future period by the negro proprietoi's or 
tenants, laboring on their own firms. I have heard it 
seriously coatended, though of ci>\Hse only by men having 
no practical knowledge of West Indian habits, that this 
class, having few, if any expensps, arid httle oi nothing to 
pay in the shape of rent, being moreover capable of endur- 
ing all the year through, a degree of fatigue which would 
kill an European in a week, ought to imderaeU both slave- 
owners and white employee of free labor. Now on thia 
head I have only a few words to say in answer. First, 
the business of a sugar estate is two fold : it is an union of 
agriculture and manufacture. For the latter, at least, skill 
and combination are required ; of which the negro pos- 
sesses neither. Nor can this part ot the proce^ be carried 
on separately from the other ; for the canes, if not taken 
at once to the mill, ai'e spoilt. On this single ground, the 
difBcnlty of carrying on cane cultivation, except on laiga 
estates, is almost insuperable — small farming is out of the 
question. In fJie next place, appeal to experience — how 
much sugar has ever been grown for export by the negro 
farmers ! I will undertake to say, not five tons in any 
angle year, taking the range of aU the British islands. 
And, lastly, the extracts which I have already quoted from 
ofBcial reports and despatches, show sufficiently the estima- 
tion in which this class is held by those best acquainted 
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with his character; and winaequently tlie extreme impro- 
bability of their succeeding as tultivatoi'S of the soil. I 
contend then, tliat the British planter cannot compete iu 
an English mairket with the slave ownev : that this ina- 
bility extends equally to the pTOductiou of all ai-ticles of 
export ; and that where the white proprietor has failed, the 
negro will not succeed, more especially i'^ deprired of tlie 
instruction and example of Europeans, by their gradual 
abandonment of the island, he is left to retrograde, as there 
is but little doubt tbat he will do, into his pristine condi- 
tion of African barbarism." 

Whether the manufacturing department on a sugar 
plantation requires " more skill and power of combiilation 
than the negroes posses," is a question that I need not 
stop to discuss. It is enough to answer, that full nine- 
tenths of the sugar produced here and in the United States 
are manufactured by negioes, with such skill and power of 
combination. I may add, that a large number of very 
extensive cotton mills ai-e in successful operation in the 
States of (ieorgia, Alabama and Tennessee, in which all 
the operatives sffe slaves. 

But the primary question is, whether the division of 
labor which I have proposed, is practicable. Mr. Stanley 
aaya not ; that the manufacturing process " cannot be car- 
ried on separately fix>m the other ; for the canes, if not 
taken at once to the mill ai'e spoilt." " For this rc^on," 
he adds, " small ferming is out of the question." 
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Ml-. Stanley seems for a moment to have mistaken the 
side of this question which he was professing to advocate, 
or else he has proved quite too much for his purpose. If 
small farms wound a central mill cannot be made profita- 
ble, becaiise ihe canes, if not taken at once to the mill are 
spoilt, then how k it that the present princely estates, into 
which the island is divided, many of which contain over 
3,000 acres a piece, ai'e enabled to ci'Op and manufacture 
their sugar with only a single mill to each of them ? 

In the Parish of St. Elizabeth, there are sis aban- 
doned sugar estates, averaging eaoli, over three thousand 
aci-es. Neither of those estates, when under culture, pre- 
tended to have more than one set of sugar works, and yefc 
eachoneof them, if divided up into twenty-five acre farms, 
would have endowed one hundred and twenty resident 
proprietors with a veiy independent freehold, for a laboring 
man, within reach of a central mill of ample capacity for 
the prompt manufacture of all he could produce. The six 
estates could support seven hundred aad twenty earnest, 
industrions and independent laboring farmers, instead of 
being abandoned as they have been, for not supporting 
six unproductive non-resident landlords, and a retinue of 
equally unproductive book-keepers, agents and attomiea. 

The same land distributed into five-aci'e farms would 
support thu'ty-«ix hundred finnihes, who could all cany 
their canes to one mill and have them ground in due sea- 
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sou. Now, assuming that there are 600,000 HCKS of good 
sugar land iu Jamaica, and to every 3,000 aci'es one cen- 
tral mill was erected, two handred mills would accommo- 
date 120,000 five-acre tenants just as completely as they 
would accommodate 200 three-thousand acre tenants. 

But the fact is, one mill properly conducted might 
accommodate a much larger area. Elin, the largest sugar 
estate m the Pariah of St. Elizabeth, embracing 4,650 acres, 
uses but one. When we con^der tliat these mills, do not 
run nights, that steaan is not usually got up before nine in 
the morning', and the fires as usually go down before five 
in tlie aftei'noon, it becomes veiy apparent that they do not 
execute more than half the work they might, if propei'ly 
pressed and attended, Wheu we fai'ther consider that 
proper faciliti^ of internal communication, would enable 
planters to deliver their cans at a central mill ftom twenty- 
five to thirty miles distant, on the day it was cut, is any 
TOom left for a doubt that fifty sugar mills of suitable 
dimensions and faithfidly conducted, would ma.nufactm'e 
the largest sugar crop ever raised in Jamaica, just as well 
as eight or ten himdred now do, and probably much 
better? 

What is to prevent the planters selling their land, and 
wift the pi-oceeds enlai^ng their mills indefimtely ! If 
more sugar or coffee can be produced by small propnetors 
upon tlie same surface, it would seem to be ih In f iti ot 



Hcssdb, Google 



CaN'tSAl.UlI.L8. 14? 

(Htliiiary sagacity for the lai'ge plaiitei's to sell or lease their 
lands, biiild central mills, aad become bujeis of cane and 
manufecturera of sugar and coffee, and such otter pro- 
ducls of the island as might he turned to best account 

At present, perfiajs, the facilitJea for transportation are not 
Siieh as would admit of supplying central mills from a very 
great diatance, but it is enough for my argument to have 
shown, that one set of sugar works will manufacture the 
produce of 3,000 acres of stigar land, and not run nights; 
and if Mr. Stanley's supeiior " practical knowledge of West 
Indian habits " has led him to the conclusion which he 
has adopted, that the culture and the manufacture of sugaa' 
cannot be carried on separately, then I have less reason t« 
regret my more limited opportunities for observation, than 
I had imagined. 

The fact is, that if ihe drettlation of capital, and the 
alienability of land had been unrestricted, if the non-resi- 
dence of the landlords and the pai'liamentary protection 
given to their peculiar intei-esfs, had not contentrated the 
whole reclaimed tenitory of the island, into tJie hajids of a 
few whose interests were not identified with those of the 
Jamaicans, ceutral mills wortld have been in general use 
here, long since, and the agricultm'e of the island would 
now have been as independent of its manufacturing, as of 
its commercial industiy. 

That separation is destined to take place soon. Already, 
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as I Iia\e btfoie statetl, tlip bettPi class of lands are almost 
witliin leaoh of the maasuB. As Boon aa ti,e number of 
Bmall piopnetora is mcieased a little, central mills wiU 
rapidly spring mto Psistence, and experience will demon- 
atrate the folly of keeping halt the capital- of the island, 
Invested in mmeoesaaiy machinei-y which lies idle four-fifths 
of the time. 

But Mr. Stanley appeals to experience, and imdertakes 
to aay, that the negro farmers have not raised five pounds 
of sugar in any single year for exportation. 

While I am not prepared to admit, I have no occasion 
lo deny the correctness of this statement. The reason why 
they have not raised mucli sugar for exportation, if sttch be 
the fact, is as important as it is obvious ; they eoidd em- 
ploy fte little land they acquired to far better advantage. 
Even negroes ai'e not generally so stupid as to attempt, on 
five or ten acres of land, without capital, to enter into com- 
petitiou with three-fiftlis of the capital of the island, by 
cultivating sugar, where butter is vi^orfh fluit,y-seven and a 
half cents a pound, eggs three cents a piece, potatoes six 
and a qu'U'fei tnd onions tweli e and a half cents a pound, 
■ind othei puvisions ranging at tlie «ame ettra^igant 
pnces They can tmn then land* to better iu?ouut 
They riiee supplies toi then unmediate wants In that 
way thfv incui njne ot the expenses of i,ettuig then pro 
dilC£ t(. mill ft, foJ the; Lth \ ninket -it lumt wh ch 
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never fluctuates, aiid ia always libeval. Tliere is no doubt, 
I apprehend, that the lands of the negroes produce more 
in njoney's worth, than any sugar or coffee estates on the 
L — in proportion to the surface under cultivation ; and 
if the number of propwetora were multipUed by the divisioa 
of estates, aa I have suggested, the aggregate product of 
tl:o cultivated Isuids would be increased in a like proportion. 
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MnuuCQcturiug Rusourcea. 

While I am fully convinced that by the subdivision of 
estates, and die division of labor, the aggregate product of 
sugar, or coffee, or cotton, or anytbing else, might be 
greafJy iiicreMcd, 1 am far from saying tih.at they would 
be, for I greatly doubt whether other produce might not 
be made more profitable. Whether they would or would 
not, depeads upon facts, about which I am not fully 
infoimed. The state of the market, tlie oharacter of the 
soil and climate in diffei-ent localities, the faeilitiee of trans- 
portation, and many other influences, would determine the 
uses fo which the farmer would put his land, and sugar, 
and coffee, and cotton would only be planted, 'whei'e they 
could be grown mora profitably than anytlung else. 

My impression is, that capital and labor would be 
diverted into an infinite variety of new channels, which have 
hitherto been comparatively unesplored. Tlie island has 
never manufactm'ed anything but the produce of the sugar 
cane, and ite meclianifial resomiies are entii-ely undeveloped. 
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I have meutioTied that there is not a saw-mlli in Jamaica, 
and yet there is an extensive market here for sawed lumber 
of every description, and a finer variety of timher in its 
forests than can be foimd anywhere else within an area of 
equal dimensions. Table provisions too, as 1 have also 
stated, are geaei'ally higher than in New Yoik, and yet 
the choicest varieties could be produced here foi' less tban 
half tiieir cost in the New York market The laiest kinds 
of fruita gi-ow wild, and rot under the ti eet. that produce 
them, which might be deliverel m a wund and healthj 
condition along the whole seabond of the United Static* 
within six days from the time the? trnm {ilucked withouf 
a particle of difficulty. There i nf good leastn why the 
New York fruit market, iu the t^veieit months ot wmtti 
shorild not abound with even tioj loil tniit m absolute 
perfection, instead of being hmited ia it now ' dunng 
. the winl«T season, toflavoriess fiuib, jlu:'kpd gieen to pie 
vent decay.* 

Then there is an infiaite var ety f pieier\e of tils iu I 
essences, that might be manuf ictured to «tn indefinite ex 
tent from the productions of the countij The fields aie 
overrun with a species of mid pine ipple hom which I 
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liave seen a finei' linen manufacturecl tlian ever came from 
an Iriali loom, while tlie most valuable dniga and dyewoods 
literally infest the island. 

To illustrate this siipiueness a little more in detail : the 
cocoa nut, which is one of the most profitable fi-uits tlist 
the earth produces, is turned to no account whatever by 
the Jamaicana, though it grows aa luxuriant here as in. any 
qnai'ter of the globe. I was told, by a gentleman who had 
a large number of these trees in fiill maturity, that he would 
esteem them the beat property on his estate, if he could 
get one dollar a hundred for the nuts, but that there was 
a very limited market for them, at any price. And 
yet there is no part of this fruit that is not valuable. It 
thrives in a sandy soil, and bears, in Jamaica within three 
or four years after it is planted. From its flowere the finest 
airack in the world may be distilled, and the best of vine- 
gar. A coarse brown sugar may also he prepared from 
the flower; The gi'een fruit yields a nutritdons and delight- 
ful drink, and a more substantial food in the pulp which 
contains the liquid. When ripe, the fruit is popular as an 
article of diet in all parts of the world. From that fruit a 
pure oil may be extracted, which may be manufactured 
into candles, soap, and used in a variety of other ways, in 
which vegetable oife are avMlable, while the refuse, or oil 
cake, as it is called, is a most excellent food for cattle. 

A medicinal oil is extracfed from the baj'k, which is 
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used, I TindeTstand, in Ceylon, aa an efBcacious remedy in 
cutaneous diseases ; the root is also used for medicinal pur- 
poses ; its elastic fibres are sometime woven into sti'ainera 
for liquids, while the timber may b« used in btiilding, or 
convei'ted into beautiful articles of furniture. The husk 
consists of a tough fibre, from which cordage aiid rigging 
of the best quality may be manufactured, and the finest 
stuffing for mattrasses that is used, not excepting hair. I 
saw some of this fibre manufactured at the Penitentiary 
in Kingston, for mattraaa stuffing. I satisfied myself that 
if its value were known in America, it would bring a 
higher price than any commodity now in use for bedding. 
The speciuiens that I saw were prepared by tlie convicta, 
at a cost, I was told, of sis cents a pound. Hair costs in 
Kew York, I believe about twenty-five cents. 

The process of manufacturing it, is very simple — the 
husk shells ai'e soaked till perfectly soft, and then pounded 
out until the fibres are aU separated. This was done 
in the prison by hand-labor, and without the use of 
machinery, and the ai'ticle could be produced by them 
for sis cents a pound. By the aid of a very simple 
machine — something, for instance, like that to which rags 
in a paper mill are first subjected — it is very apparent, that 
the cost of manufacturing it might be reduced at least one 
half. When I asked why maciiinery was not employed 
in this department of the pi'isoii, I was told that they h^d 
7* 
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not work enough, to occupy the convicte if n 

employed. Of course I had nothing to say to a reason so 

conclusive. 

The supply of these husks would be almost ineshaustd- 
T>le. They have no more use or value here than wahmt 
shells have in. the States, and may he had hy the ship load 
for the mere expense of cartage. A caigo of a thousand 
tons could be manufactured for a thousand dollars, and be 
worth in the port of New York not less than t4,000, as 
soon aa the usefulness of the article became generally 
known. 

This is but a glimpse of the inexhaustible manufacturing 
IS of Jamaica, wliidi only wait the appearance of 
d and industrious da^ of resident proprietors to 
l5e developed. For sis or dght months of the year nothing is 
done on the sugar and coffee plantations. Agriculture, at 
least as it is conducted at present, does not occupy the la- 
borersmorethan half their time DurinD- the rainy season, 
by a sldlful application of caj^ it li tbey mi§lit I e funiished 
with full employment in 8a\ ti ^ luml ei manxrfaeturing 
brick, and drmning-tiles, tools and implPniPi ts of husbandly 
which are nowimpoi-ted altogether it used n putting up 
drugs and dye stuffe for exportation , m piepanng the cocoa 
nut and pine-apple fibr^ for the various nses to which 
foreign manufectm'ere might devote them ; in improving 
the uiternal communication of the island by tbe construe- 
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lioti of railioada and bridges, and in an infinite variety of 
ways which it is unnecessai'y to emimorate. Were the 
knd covered frith a population of poor and resident pro- 
j)tietor9 of small estates, tliey would soon pei-ceive the 
advantage of encouraging the inyestnient of capital in 
s and arts, as the most direct 
it employment, and, of coni-se, 
creating a permanent demand for labor. 

Wor can I omit to mention here another advantage to 
result from the multiphcation of employments, such as I 
have been describing, the want of which has weighed heavy 
upon the proapeiity of Jamaica, I refer to the educational 
inflttences with which a vaiied industry surrounds the 
operative dasses. In a country Uke the United States, 
where occupations are almost as various as the features of 
the human countenance, capital is constantly in quest of 
labor which it educates for its purposes. There is some- 
thing for the most ignorant and inexpeiienced operative to 
do, by which he will acc[uire sHil, and by which his fecnl- 
taes will be developed and quickened. All classes do not 
grow up under tlie same set of daily experiences, but in 
esoTiing their daily bread, each is learning sometliing which 
improves his underatanding and multiplies his resources. 
The operatives m Jamaica, on the othej' hand, aje all 
doing the same things substantially. Tear after year 
their whole industrial experience is limited mainly to tho 
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culture of sugar ajid coffee, and tJae maniifacUires to whicli 
tliey give rise. 

They ho n ajiofiictorios to resort to, ivheu 

they are in v^i t f vo L, no iiuaci:iiRtunieJ. ili.-]jartinfBts 
of mecham aJ agn ultural lahor are o^jen to receive 
fjiem, to st n uhte tiie r ngemiity and rewai'd their indus- 
try. Wl en the> k ow how to ply the hoe, pick the coffee- 
berry, and tend the augar mills, tbei have learned ahout 
all the industiy of the island can teaih them I^ in the 
sixteen yeai's during which the negroes have enpyt-d their 
freedom, they have made less progress m cmliaation than 
their philanthropic champions ha\e piomised of antiti 
pated, letihe want I have suggested lecene =«>me ton 
eideration. It may be, that even a white peiaantry would 
dogenei-ate iinder such influences. Reverse this, and when 
the negro has cropped his sugar or his coffee, create a 
demand for his tabor in the raills and manufactories of 
which nature has invited the establishment on this island, 
aad before another sixteen years would elapse, the world 
would probably have some new fitcta to assist them in esti- 
mating the natural capabilities of the n^'o race, of more 
effidency m the hands of the philanthropist, than all the 
appeals which he has ever been able (o address to the 
hearts or the consciences of men. 

It is scarcely necessary for me to state, that tlie tendency 
of all the infiucncps I have been considering, is to throw 
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the land into the possession of those who can aud will ciil- 
tivate it, that is, ihe colored population, and that its pro- 
ductive capacities will never be known till that has taken 
place. 

There are other than material caiises, however, which 
are conspiring to. produce this same result. The political 
power of the island is rapidly passing into the same hands. 
The possession of four or five aci'es of land confers a right to 
vote on the selection of membersof Assemhly. The blacks 
are ambitious to possess and exerdse the privilege ; it causes 
thena to he courted and respected. They are daily becom- 
ing better acquainted with the advantages which the elec- 
tive fi^nchise confera, and the prospect of attaining it, ia 
with them one of the stTOngest incentives to effort and 
economy. Tlie recent election of several of their order to 
the AsBembly, has greatly inflamed this ambiidon. It is 
only a short time anoe there were no colored people re- 
turned to that body, la the last Assembly there were a 
dozen. No negi'O evei' had a seat there till the aesaon be- 
fore the last, when one was returned. In the last seasioa 
there were fhi'ee. It is safe to say, that in a very few 
years the blacks and browns will be in a clear majority 
in the Assembly. They already hold the balance of power. 
I hare previously stated that the colored members were 
generally, I do not know but universally, attached to the 
government, or King's House party ; while the Coimtry 
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party, as tlie oppusition pailj w ca!!y 1, is composed alnioafc 
exclusively of white memLpi's Tke ipason of this classifi- 
cation is very obx lotis and iHuatiatea the nature of the 
power possessed If the formw The Country party is 
composed of Ae laip,e planters, who pay the most of the 
taxes, and who need legiaUti\e protection The colored 
classes in general do not feel the tasea, and have notiiing 
to be protected. The present policy of Downing street, it 
is well known, is adverse to protection. The planting 
interest wishes the expenses of the island, and the ofSdal 
salaries reduced ; the appointees of Downing street wish 
no such thing. The colored people generally care nothing 
about the espenses of government, for ihey do not have to 
pay them, while they are not adverse to high salaries, 
because the home government sagaciously dispenses a 
libera] share of the offices and patronage among this part 
of the population. Probably four-fifths of all the public 
offices on tiie island are filled by colored people and ne- 
groes. 

It is unnecessaiy to say that this state of things is beget- 
ting a serious antagonism between the government and the 
country parties, and has ah'eadv gone far to alienai* the 
latter from their allegiance. It discourages and disgusts 
them. Its more remote tendency is to depreciate the value 
of every kiud of property, but especially of real estate ; and 
to promote emigration of capitalists and eajiital from the 
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island. Multitudes of the oldest and most respected white 
e leaving, and are casting about for new 



I scarcely saw a man who had not, more or leas delibe- 
i-ately, considei'ed tiie expediency of abaudoniiig the island. 
Habitual inertness, domestic ties, straightened resources, 
ignorance of any meaas of procuring a support elsewhere, 
and other causes, discourage most of them from entertain- 
ing the pm'pose long, but in spite of these difficulties, there 
has been a constant current of emigration of white persons, 
especially the junior members of families, from the island, 
for tlie last two or three yeai's, and the proportion is 
increasing monthly. 

Nor are tlie vacancies created hy emjgi'ation and death, 
supplied by the births in the white famili^ for tiiere are 
no schools here for instruction beyond tlie elementajy 
branches of an English education, and as soon as a child 
is old enough to receive instnictioii suitable to the rank 
and i>osilion held usuallj by the English re'adents, he has to 
be sent abroad to obtain it The most of those iiho leave, 
never retui'u to reside, unless uiidei an appointment from 
tlie government, for neithei business noi piofessional re- 
wards here, hold out to them any luducements They can 
find more hicrative and sintahle employment moat anv- 
where else. Tlie i.onse([utni« is thit the lo'Sf's fiom the 
ranks of the white po]ulifion fi m whiter i eiuse ire 
not repaired. 
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Of coui'se tlie Iom of eveiy whito man is a loss of capital 
to a greater or less extent, it strengtliens the influences 
already operating to depress the price of property, 
inereises fadliti^ for the colored people to appropriate it, 
and is hastening that partdtaon of the soil which I have 
supposed necessary to a realization of its highest produc- 
tdve power. It is also hastening a result which I have 
reason to beheve the home government anticipate and ai'e 
prepared for — the gradual occupation of the whole island 
by the blacks. They see and know that the two races 
cannot pi-osper together, if both are free ; that the superior . 
iuteiligenee and advantages of the whites will prevent the 
blacks from acquiring that independence and self-reliance, 
which are the Mnews of enterprise and the baas of 
national prosperity ; aad as the blacks are so much the 
more numerous, and enjoy so great an advantage in their 
natm'al adaptation to the eiimateof the tropics, it has been 
wisely deteiinined to surrender the island to them, as soon 
aa it can be done consistently widi the vested rights of the 
white, population. 

But the question arises, What shall follow the introduc- 
tion of a colored Governor into the King's house, a colored 
Chief Justice upon the Quplu's bench, a uniform Assem- 
bly of colored rtpieaentatn es mthno white people about, 
to make them aalnmed oi ifti J' Will Jamaica then 



Hcssdb, Google 



She wili doubtless pl■ogre^s, but she can never attain the 
toight of her prosperity while slie remmiis a clepeiidance 
of Great BritEiin. 

Any colonial system of governmeut without representa- 
tion is essentially vicious ; the colonial system of Great 
Britain is probably worse than any ofbei', for she has not a 
colony in the world which she has not exhausted, or is not 
rapidly exhausting. 

"WLen tlie colored people become tiie proprietora of the 
property, and have to pay high salaries and oppressive 
taxes, their relations to the government will be rapidly 
changed, and they will be tiirown into the position now 
occupied by the Oouiitiy party. They will clamor for low 
salaiies and probably high duties. They will get neither. 
What lies beyond, it is scarcely worth while to speculate 
upon, for before that day Great BiitMu will inevitably be 
compelled to modify her colonial politiy so radically, at 
least with respect to her West Indian possessions, as to in- 
troduce elements into the question which cannot now be 
conjectured. Nothing is more probable, m respect to the 
political fate of the island, twenty years hence, tfean that it 
will be one of the United States of America. 

It can probably be governed more cheaply and to more 
profit by our people than by any other, and both nations 
will pi'obably discover before that period, that their mutual 
interests may be consultwd by the transfer. Tt is from my 
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purpose however, now, to consider what would be tte con- 
Bequencea of sudi an event, for before it can happen, in all 
probability, a new generation will have taken the place of 
the present race of freedmen, whose training and experi- 
ence will qualify them to take nu insignificant part in 
Bhajiing the destiny of Jamaica, anil of the coloied popu- 
iation of the West India islands. 
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Climate — HeiilLli. 



In .Tamaica, almost every variety of climate may be foimd 
within a day's journey, except the exti'eme cold. The ishind 
ia situated between the parallels of 17" 66' and 18° 31' 
north latitude, about three degrees farther eoutli than 
Havana, but it is traversed from east to w^t, tlm>ugh its 
whole length, by a range of mountains, varying in height 
from four thousand to eight thousand feet, and by numer- 
ous high ridges intersecting the other range from north, to 
south. These mountains on the island, with the ocean 
surrounding it, prevent those extremes of heat to which 
this latitude is esposed. I never found the weather op- 
pressive, tliough I passed most of my time on the south 
side and in the vicinity of Kingston, where the thei'- 
mometer ranges several degrees higher than upon the 
north side or in the inteiior. 

Ia the morning, about half-past nine, a brisk breeze sets in 
from the sea, which lasts during the day, is always pm-e 
and soft, and leaves a person who is q^iiiet and uot exer- 
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cising, perfectly comfortable. The sun is very hot, and, of 
coui'se, ita rays must be carefully avoided. A land breeze 
rises when the sun sets, so strong and cool, that the inha- 
bitants have to keep their wiado\ys, having an inland ex- 
posure, partly if not entirely dosed in their sleeping 
apartments. Strangera wonid always tind this a wise pre- 
cantion. 

The average heat at Kingston, which is the hottest point 
upon the island, is 80°. It is about ten d^rees hotter, on 
an average m the winter than in the summer, and there 
ife a vanition of aboirt ten degiees in the thermometer in 
the coiuf* ot e^eiy twenty four hours. The following 
meteorc logical registei wis kept at Upper Camp, in the 
subuihs of Kmgston foi Sn J McGregor, and gives a 
very authentic ind satiat«,toij view of the climate and 
meteorolc^y of Jamaica I found it in Henderson's Jamaica 
Almanack for 1R50 



PiUo, eortbqoakeBt^l^ ditto diUo 
Very dry^tlu,mDderaledl[Io. 
Fine, Willi Uglicabowera, 
Moally aino, wia henvy dltlo. 
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Biyaii Edwarda, writiDg over fifty years ago, says, " la a 
maritime situation, where I chiefly resided during the 
space of fourteen yeare, the general raedium of heat dur- 
ing the hottest months, from July to November {both in- 
clusive), was eighty degrees on Fahrenheit's tJiennonieter, 
In the other months, viz., from December to May, the 
thermometer ranges from 70° to 80°. The night air in the 
months of December .and January is sometimes siu-pris- 
ingly eooL I have kno^vn the thenuometer so low at sun- 
lise as 66° even in the town of Kingston; but in tiie hot- 
test months, the difference between the temperature of 
noonday and midnight is not more than 5 or 6°." 

There is a very mai'ked difference in temperatuiB be- 
tween (he north and south aide of the island, aad still 
more in the beauty and luxuriance of the vegetation. 

The soil is less exposed to tiie protracted di'oughfa which 
sometimes occur duiing the winter months on the southern 
coast. This greater abundance of rain is attended with 
its disadvantages. The temperature is more variable and (he 
air less genial, and not so well adapted for invahds tffi that 
which prevails on tiie opposite side. The serous ai-e veiy dif- 
ferent also, on the two ades. On the north, winter ranges from 
October to March, and a plentiful supply of rain is distri- 
buted, in small and oecaaonal showers, throughout the 
yeai'. On tiie south side, spring may be said to range 
from November to April, summer from May to August, 
and winter from September to October, 
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Tje Ii t -Ul 11 1 a of the ¥. li e U li 1 

nccni onaej^uence of a lis o of ihe abs n llie 

sa o pe oda y lie fh.« tempu at ■e ■« th. lie loc 1 ty 
In the moUntama they a a e 1 e mo e f e^uent an X 
9 ol nt than n the loWer coUnti/ SI e sj Siij{ u 
do t u ally set in until M 7 th gl o Ci onally they 
come ly w Ma h Ap L 

I n nd 1 te I t M Edwa d McGea 1 > he C owa 
S ey of the si nd fo m ch mpo'talit fo n tioii 
ai out tl e 1 hy ai 1 of T n u and among 
oth tl nga fo the foil to g p the bj tie sea 

Of n. The tis lal a counta of the n h teDa n do not 
jjive a B B CO ct mi eas IS So one on I e 

land his heen no e « 1 os«d t h at and c Id a 1 i 
than I have (Mr. MoGeachy has resided in Jamaica thirty 
years), and I am qualified to aay, that the trials of tlie wet 
seasoua ai'e ait^^etlier exaggerated. May and October are 
our usual Wet months on the south side, where I I'eside, 
during which periods it often rmns for a whole week with- 
out intermission, then it clears off and tiie weather is de- 
lightfid, with oocaaonal mid-day 'plumps' wMch last 
about an hour. The mornings and evenings are almost 
always dry and safe for driving or walthig. On one aide 
of the island the season of vegetation lasts from about 
May to December, then it becomes diy. But not so, on 

the north sitle, which is \1su3liy qyite wet dmini; tlie win- 
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ter raontts. Varioisa parte of tlie island are wetter or 
dryer, according to the atiiietHre of the coimtiy and the 
degree of its ctilldvation, a knowledge of wliich, will enable 
persons to command at all seasons most delightful resi- 
dences," 

It is one of the advantages of a residence near Kingston 
tliat at any lime in half a day's diive, one can command 
cool weather. I left that city onS morning on horseback 
about halt-past eight, and drove to Cold Spring Gap, in 
the monntains, about 4,200 feet above the level of the 
sea, in five hours, where I found the weather chilly, and 
was soon glad to descend to a warmer temperature. A 
little lower down, the climate is delightful. But nothing 
can be imagined more picturesque than this ride from 
Kingston to Cold Spring. We passed through the Hope 
Estate, which was part of the immense fortune of the 
Duke of BuoMngham, whose bankruptcy rang through 
all the public journals a year or two ago. After riding 
some distance on a road, which was bounded on eveiy 
side by the most luxuriant tropica] vegetation, we came 
to the Middleton Coffee Estate, which also helongeS 
to the Buckingham property. The coffee oiiltui'e marks 
a lower temperatui-e. All these estaf^a lie along the sides 
of the mountains. "We also di'ove through what is called 
the " Gold Spring Coffee Field," which is owned in London 
by a Mr. Ilaiiiilton, and is said to produce the finest cottoe 
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that is taken into Liverpool, wh-ere it commands 140s. per 
cwti. The estate embraces about one hundred acres, 

A little fartlieT up we reached New Castle, whidi is 
about 4,000 feet above t]ie level of tlie sea, aud baa b8«n 
selected by tbe government as a military station, on account 
of its coolaeas and salubrity ; about 600 men are quartered 
here. Another hour's drive brought us to Coid Spiing Gap, 
about five hundi'ed feet higher. Here we were surrounded 
by a dense fog, which prevented our enjoying the scenery, 
and before we got off, we were overtaken by a shower, 
die common expeiience of those who malce this expedition. 

The change of temperature and scenery, and vegetation, 
which one encounters in pasdng from Kingston to Gold 
Spring, is so great, that it is difficult for the visitor to real- 
ize that he is witliia the ti'opics. Above New Castle, we 
no longer see the orange or the staj' apple, but the Ameri- 
can apple, Uie peach, the strawbeny, and other summer 
fruits of die temperate zones, flourish in perfection. At 
and for some distance below New Castle, the nighta are 
very cool, and blanltets are indispensable at night, and fires 
not unfrequently. Neither ai'e ever required in Kingston. 
At Cold Spring the thermometer ranges ftvam 55° to 65°, 
aiid it has been observed as low as 44°, There a fire at 
noon-day is comfortable a great part of the year. 

The moat dehghffiil climate that can be imagined, is to. 
be found back of Kingston, upon an elevation of about 
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2,000 feet, wlierS eveiy tropical fruit tlirivca, and where 
the niglita are always cool, and the heat of the day is 
never oppressive. It would be difficult to select a imdence 
in any part of the globe more healthful and more luxuri- 
antly eadowed by nature. 

Jamaica is generally a healthy island. It cannot be 
s^d to be subject to any malignant feveis. The yellow 
fever which used to prevail, does not visit the island as 
often as it visits New Yorit, and is not more fatal whenit 
does come. 

Dr. King, pastor of Grey Friars' Church, Glasgow, visited 
Jamaica about a year ago for the health of a member 
of Lis family, who was consumptive. Since his return, he 
has printed a small volume of his observations, in which 
I find the foUoiving on Uie subject I am now considering, 
and to which he was likely to have ^ven special attention ; 

"So far as I could form an opinion &om what I witnes- 
sed myself, and learned fi'om my intercoui^e with physi- 
dans, tbe estimate generally entertaified of tlie imhealtbi- 
n^3 of Jamaica greatly exceeds the tralh.. Many diseases 
very fatal in Britain are unknown there, or they are found 
only in modified and gentle forms. So it is with hooping- 
cough and measles. The compiiunt most common in the 
island is fever. In most cases it is slight and transient, 
and occasions httle suffering or alarm. It is liable, how- 
ever, to become virulent, especially if persons are so im- 
prudent as to get wet and not cbajige their clothing, or if 
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they make fatiguing journeys in the teat of the day, or 
pass the night in the neighborhood of lagoons and maTshes. 
As respects yellow fever, about which so much is said here, 
it there rages as an epidemic at times, but it is far from 
being a prevalent disease in the island. Its characteristic is 
the 'black vomit,' andlmetwith different physicians who, 
after practising for many years, bad never seen fever ac- 
companied with this symptom. There were some such cases 
at Montego Bay when I arrived there, but they were few, 
and I heard of no more of them so long as I was in the 
colony. 

Many of the physicians in the island administer calomel 
and quinine, in very large doses, to sU persons affected 
with fever. Bnt othera of them condemn this mercuiial 
treatment as carried destructively far ; and they ascribe to 
it much of that debility of constitution with which a pro- 
portion of the colonists are afflicted, and which is commonly 
chaiged on the enervating tendency of the climate. 

I could not learn of an instance where an invaUd, or 
any of his friends coming to Jamaica to spend a single 
winter had died of fever. Persons affected with pulnaonary 
complaints are considered particulai'ly secm'e from its 
attacks." 



speaking of tiie class of invalids most 
by a visit to Jamaica, he says ; 

" A physician of eminence in the island said to me, that 
where hectic fever was strong and constant, the patdent 
should not come to Jamaica, as its warmth would proba- 
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Hy increase the fever, aud tlms prove prejudicial; but if 
the pulse did not indicate much fever, he thought that the 
patient, even although reduced and enfeebled, had great 
inducement to make trial of the colony, as he never found 
any, in these drcumstances, feil of being benefitted by 
making it a temporary place of residence." 

There ai'e some precautions however, which need to be 
caTefiilly observed by persona from a noithem climate visitr 
ing Jamaica, They should be careful not to lay off 
flannel if accustomed to wear it, and to put it on, if they 
are not accustomed to it. A thin flannel next the skin is 
uniformly worn by the white inhabitanis, and is indis- 
pensible to a -stranger. It is unwise to dress too thinly 
over flannel. I found many old resident in Kingston 
wearing black cloth coats and pantaloons, and bats all the 
time, and some of them toid me they never wore any 
other than cloth outer gannenfa. I tried it myself during 
the last week of my stay upon the island, and was not 
conscious of feehng the heat any more oppressive than 
when I wore hnen altogether. The strong and steady 
breezes by day and night, make woollen garments a neces- 
sary protection from the sudden changes of temperature to 
which the surfece of the skin is constantly exposed here. 

To my own countrymen, it may be well enough to say, 
that in preparing to visit tliis island, it is not worth then 
while to supply themselves largely with under clothing, as 
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woollens of all kinds and linens can be procui'ed here 
much cheaper than in the United States. 

Strangers should he cautious about sleeping with their 
windows open towards the land. The night air is chiOy 
and damp, and sometdmes impregnated mth malaria from 
distant Kiarshes and lagoons. It is not however, in my 
JTidgmeat, as dangerous as the night air on the bants of the 
Hudson. 

The temptation to indulge in fruit to excess here, is so 
great as to make a word of caution upon that point not 
supei'fluous. It is generally supposed that one cannot eat 
too many oranges, for example, and as they abound here in 
perfection, tlie eii'or becomes as serious as it is common. 
It is never worth while to eat moi-e tlian two or three 
oranges in the course of a day, and though more may 
sometimes be eaten with impunity, a more free indulgence 
is veiy apt to induce a feverish and morbid condition of 
the system. Of other fruits, the same temperance neeife to 
be observed. All that is required is the exercise of a little 
judgment, not foi^etting, amid these unaccustomed boun- 
ties of nature, the proportions of fi'uit and vegetable diet 
to whicli your constitution is accustomed. 

Keep out rf the sun as much as piacticable, aud i^void 
of all tlimgfl violent an 1 heafmg exerciws until you 
undemtand the sympti n« by ish h your constitution 

-.e 1 tl p 111 n c t tl 1 lie upiii it. A straui;cr 
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who is ntt auimtomel to i "wiim clinntc mv, mluce a 
daugeious tewt \iy i single excess of thib liind Wet 
clothes ire equally to >>e a\oiflpd, if only dimppiied by 
the dew, tliey should be piomptlj changed 

Musquitoe* iboimd in Jimaic-i, and as eof n is the sun 
sete, becxime i serious annoyance Tte tnTellei will do 
well to provide himaelt m advance, with i good musqiiito 
net of 1 fine te\tuie, with whicli he can protect hiuiself 
from thpm entiielj Thjse ti he procuied in Jamaica, 
ai'e geneiilly too dpu'^e and ift'' t tlip aicuKtion of the 

There are so few fadlitiea for travelling upon the island, 
that the strangei' who wishes to go about much, will do 
well to buy a horse and wagon immediately upon his 
amval, at a cost of a couple of hundred dollars. With 
these he can travel when and where he pleases, and if he 
buys judiciously, can sell them when he wishes to, for 
nearly what they cost. The expense of journeying in this 
way will be greatly reduced, and the comfort propor- 



The boarding houses are all kept by colored people. 
The price of boai'd ranges fi'om one to two dollars a day, 
in the better class of houses. According to the English 
custom, the boarder pays only for his room and for such 
meais as he ordeiB. Notbing is done here punctually, 
and it is useless to attempt to have meals fierved at regnlar 
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and uniform In If 1 1 n tliin^ j i i ti il n Jamaica 
but die railioad and the aei ani lani TreezHS 

The followmg letter iece\ed lecenily ft m a gentle- 
man residing m luugstou Tvliom I ha\e hil jceasion to 
quote once or twsee befoie m the couiw of these pages, 
contains some furthei intoiinati n upon many of the points 
to wtieh I have rpfonei, of sufficient interest fo justify 
me in inviting to it the attention of my readers. It will 
be found a useful commentary upon some f tie pre- 
ceding ehapfc •« vh) 1 \ rPilHittf^i irdji ited before 

KiKGSTOs, Jamaica, 

23d Sept., 1850. 
My Dbab Sir : 

* * * * J fgg] ajsiived that this " Italy of the 
West," and its proximity to your counti'y, need only to be 
known to induce your men of enterprize to spend a portion 
of their time with us. Ton know we hays perpetual sum- 
mer, and that there is a springing vegetation in every 
month of the year. The products of our soil are veiy 
vaiied. I think wheat, if cultivated, would succeed. But 
I would refer rather to what is cei-tMU, sneh as Indian com, 
millet, peas of all kinds, sugar, coffee, cocoa, ginger, 
pimento, indigo, cotton, flax plants, yams, eassedy, an-ow 
root, tobacco, a variety of oil-producing nuts, grapes, figs, 
and all ti'opicalft'uita in abundance, for which now there is 
easy access to the American market. These things, at 
least some of them, comiuaiid a high, price on the spot. 
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particularly Indian com ; wheat usually sells at from 76 
cents to $1,25 per bwahel. For grapes it is not unusual 
to pay 50 cents pei pound. I paid not very long ago, 
$4,50 for a barrel of potatoes. These prices will surprise 
you when. I aver, that two bom's a day of work with the 
hoe, will suffice to enable a man to obtain abundance of 
food foi' the year. The food of the island which is not 
imported, is raised, not by farmeM using implements of 
huabandty, but almost entirely by the middle class of 
negro laborers in the country, who often cai'ry a basket full 
on their beads, 15 or 20 miles to a market. One of your 
small farmers would economize his labor, and bring similar 
products to market in a cart, cheaper, with a profit of 15 
per cent. 

I wish we had a large, a very lai^e importation of your 
colored people who have been accustomed to farming. 
Om' climate, and whole state of society, woiiM suit them 
infinitely better than Liberia, and it would be a cheaper 
course for them to a comfortable home. 

Great bai^ains of land, with buildings on it, may still 
be had here. The sum expended on the purchase of what 
is called an " improved farm" in the western states, would 
purehase here in many cases, a lai^e tract of land with 
biuldings, Visitore of eveiy taste, and for every vai'iety of 
object, may probably visit us, now that the way is rendered 
so easy and ple^ant by the steamers. The most beautiftil 
secluded relJremente in a delightful Italian climate in the 
mountains, may be purchased for a trifling amount, say 
from 2 to 3,000 dollars ; but large tracts of fine land may 
be pui'cbased in many districts for 1 or 2 dollars an acre, 
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aud a comfortable living may be made out of it bj a reTj 
small amouDt of labor. When I coDsider tke bswdahipa 
of settlers w h Ii co snow 

and dao h is te d d uing 

many m li yea y h li t all 

prefer o sett 

There a d j jndice gam n te arose 

not amongst the first settlers, who praised it for its delights 
some salubrity, but amongst those who foSowed tJietn, a 
reckless, dissipated, oyer-wroxnght race, who cherished habits 
which the leiat reflection wonld have forbidden, and wHo!s 
in these daya have almost wholly disappeared. There is a 
great deal of immorality always incident to slave coun- 
tries. We are here, doiibtleBS, subject to disease : to fevers' 
paitionlarly, but of the moat manageable kind, generally. 
Your fevew are much woi'se, and youriiabiEty to eolda and 
inflammatory attacks very much more I believe, endanger 
Kfe than our fevers would. To the timid visitojs, 1 wonld 
safely say, that tliere is no lislt to life in spending a winter 
here, so great as the risk attendant on a wmter lesidtaice 
in America. I think there is much less, and m numerous, 
very nnmerons instances, life isaaved and greatly prolonged 
to a laige class of iadividnals by residence heie. 

To invalids it will be a recommendation that we have 
abundance of medical men, of the highest ipalifications 
that British traiuiug can confer 1 men of trupsciente.gieat 
experience, and unfailing asaiduitv. You cannot m Wew 
York command higher skill I hardly beheve. I am se- 
willing iu extpnd tliis letter, already too long, except to say 
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that what I have wjitten, I have carefully o 
iiig the I'cspoiisibihtj of a recommendation which if not 
well founded, might expose me to reproach. I feel strong 
partiality to tlie country after a residence in it of upwaxda 
of 17 yeai's, and 30 much do I like (he climate, that I feel 
the greatffit repugnance to change it, unless for the impor- 
tant consideration of education to my boys, whom I intend 
to remove fi;om England to America, that they may be 
nearer to me, and pay me or I pay them, a visit dming 
the hohdays, once or twice a year. I feel that hy our easy 
access to yonr country, tlie value of property, and the 
advantages generally of a reddence here, ai'e veiy greatiy 
increased. Believe me to be, 

My dear sir, 

Veiy truly yours, 
Wm. Wemyss Anderson. 
JoHv BioBi.ow, Esq, 
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CONCLUSION. 



TsEBB ^fe some diffieidties attending the alienfltion of 
land, in Jamaica, which, tend to prevent its sale to small 
capitalisls. Ill (he first place, many of the owners reside 
ahroad and have to he consulted hefore Uieir island agents 
can negotiate. In the next place, tlie estates are very 
liable to be involved in an entail in some way, so that the 
fee cannot he transferred. Then the titles Bometimes run 
back through a long series of years, and their examination 
involves conaderable expense oftentimes, and as English 
conveyancers have to he employed and pmd English mea- 
sure, ttie tax for conveying property, is soiaething of a dis- 
cours^gement \o the purchase of small fceehold properfaes. 
When the title of a large estate is in a readent who wishea 
to sell the whole or parts of it, the matter is very much sim- 
plified, for he can have the title to himself, properly au- 
thenticated, and then all who pnrehase under him take uo 
risks against which it is not very easy to be iusured. 
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F ^ P s 1 o i. H b 11 IB 1 ti t 1 tie to 

leal I oj rty ca vest n tiiein u le anj u stan ea 
■w thout th&Y tave tal en out 1 ttp -a of d tu ai zat on n 
de tlie great seal of thu Co e n ut the si nd To 
obU n thes lette \" an odth of alle^ ance to tl e go e n 
ment of Great Britain must be taken. As many of my 
countiymen have manifested some iiidination to purchase 
winter residences in Jamaica, they may feel an interest in 
seeing the laws which define the terms upon which aliens 
may told a title to real estate here. They are as follows : 

"35 Car. 2d, c. 3.— It shall be lawful for the Governor, 
by instrument under the broad seal of this island, to make 
any alien or foreigner, who shall come to settle and plant 
in tiiis island, having first taken the oath of allegiance, to 
be to all intents and purposes fully naturaliwd, and every 
such person so approved and named in audi letters patent, 
shall, by virtue of this act, have and enjoy, to himself and 
his heirs, such immunities and rights of and unto laws and 
privileges of this island, in as full and ample manner as 
Hny natural bom subjects of the Crown have or enjoy 
within the same, as if he had been born witliin any of the 
realms or dominions of England." 

" 13 Geo. 3d, o. 14. — It shall be lawful for any person, 
being a foreigner, or an alien, to lend money at lawful in- 
terest, upon the aeeurity of any freehold or leasehold 
estates in this island, and to hold the same aa an effectual 
security for the money lent." 
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" lb. sec. 2.— On forfeiture of any sucli seciiiity made to 
such foreigner or alien, and th& non-payment of the money 
so lent or due thereon, at the time therein atipitlated, the 
legal estate upon which such mortgage shall have Ijeen 
granted, shall from tlienceforth become vested iu the pre- 
sident of the eoundl, the speaker of assembly and the 
chief juslice of this island, for the time being, upon such 
triiata, and for such rraea, intents and purposes as shall bo 
expre^ed in the original oouTeyanoes or secnrities made to 
the foreigner, or alien, for the money lent, and it shall be 
laxvful for every such foreigner or alien, liia heii^ esecu- 
toifi, administi'ators or assigns, to bring and prosecute by 
him or his lawful attorney, his action or bill, in any court 
of law or eijulty iu this island, in the names of the trus- 
tees before mentioned, for the recovery of the money lent 
and due upon such securities, by sale or otherwise, as 
effectaaliy as natural subjects may do ; and such trustees 
are hereby required to allow their names to be used in 
bringing or prosecuting such actions or bills for tJie pur- 
poses aforesaid. Provided alwaj^ that no such foreigner 
or ahen, shall, by any means whatever, be entitled to ob- 
tain, or enter into the actual possession of any such lands 
or estates, or to foreclose the equity of redemption thereof." 

It will be perceived that an alien may talie a mortgage, 
but upon a forfeiture ajid sale, tiie property eaiinot come to 
him. The proceeds, as far as they go to the satisfaction of 
his claim, will be paid to him, biit the proi^rty remains in 
the custody of ex-officio trustees, indicated by f lie stafiite. 
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A. professional friend, residing in Jam^ea, wliom I con- 
sulted about the beat mode for aliens to get an interest in 
real property here, sent me the following suggestions in a 
note containing the above extracts from t!ie statute. They 
may be relied upon, as far as they go. 

" It appears fo me that Americans desirous of oljtaining 
an interest in land here, ought to hold it in the name of a 
British subject, resident in America, in whom they have 
full confidence, who might, if required, give tliem the far- 
ther security of a mortgage for a aum equal to the price, 
taken on such terms as to render the sale as easy and direct 
aa possible. It would not be necessary to register tiie 
mortgage, unless by the death of the holder of the land 
without an heir or devisee capahle of executing a convey- 
ance, it should become necessary to reahze the value of the 
property by a sale under the mortgage. To obviate any 
perplexity from the death of the holder of tlie laad, it 
might be desirable to have two holders, so tliat in case of 
the death of one, the title might survive to the otter. 

It is a pity tliat any such mdireet course should be re- 
quisite, and I believe that similar difficulties as to such 
holdings exist in all countries. It is considered a necessary 
pohcy. 

A respectiible alien might, I tiiink, be at all times safe 
6-om molestation to his title under the justice and gene- 
rosity of our public ofiieeis. The moral sense of the com- 
muniiy would be outraged, beyond endurance, were any 
attempt made to invoke the letter of the law to deprive 
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an alien of wliat was honestly hig. Think for a moment 
of the reprisals it would provote against British subjects 
holding land in America, as many do with all safety, coa- 
ti'aiy to the letter of jour laws. Your woilhy citizens, 
would, I am sure, consider it infamous, as we would, to dia- 
iTirb such a holder. 

Such a management, however, of the title, as I have 
suDgested may be preferred by cautious people, 

I mentioned British subjects resident in America, aa tiie 
proper intermediate holders of such property, ibut yoiu- 
countrymen who come, desirous of settling atnongat us for 
temporary purposes, would in very few cases be at a loss to 
find safe holders of their interests in land amongst the 
friends they would make here." 

Were aliens peimitt^d t h Id jiopeitj hi it is jio 
bable that the United SUtes would ^ery sc n tnraish 
white laborers in sufticient quantities to show tibe a^n 
cultural capabihties of the inland, but there ^Te^elyfe^v,lf 
any Americans worth having as fellow citizens, who woidd 
renounce their native country and talce the oath of alle- 
giance to any foreign sovereign. I have ao doubt, how- 
ever, in my own mind, that the title of an Americau 
purciiasei' in good faith, and his heii^s, executors and as- 
signs, would be as fully protected in Jamaica as in tie 
United States, during the continuance of peace between 
the two countries. If a war should occur, it would be 
unsafe to reckon upon a continuance of such protection. 



Hcssdb, Google 



COMMUNIOATIOM V 



The alienation and management of property incurs the 
following government expenses: 

Every mortgage for £200, pays a stamp duty of ill ; 
a mortgage for £1,000, pays £4 ; for £3,500, pays £10 ; 
and for £5,000, pays £16. 

A lease, where the yeai'ly rent is less than £100, pays 
a stamp duty of lOa ; when over £200 and under £800, 
it pays £l ; where it exceeds £1,000, it pays £8. 

Leases of waste and uncultivated lands, to the poor or 
laboiing classes, for terms not beyond three lives, or ninety- 
nine years, are exempt from these duties. 

Powers of attoniey pay the following stamp duties : 
To recover debts, or for the sale of property, £1 
To manage a pen, plantation or sugar estate, £3, 
If only a place of residence, moorland, or both, £l 6s. 
Any other kind of power, £1. 



The facilities of communication and cori'espoudenee 
between Jamaica and New York, have been greatly in- 
creased within iiie past two years. There ai'e now four 
first class steamers, of from 1,300 to 2,000 tons, ninning 
from New York to Chagies, all of which stop, both going 
out and returning, at Kmgston The line that was first 
established, owed its existence to the enteiprise of J. 
■Howard & Son, shipping meichdut', of ^'"ew Yoi-k city. 
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wiio dii-eoted the Crescent City, tlien moniiig to Chagres, 
to adopt Kingston as a coaling depot. She made her feat 
visit to the island in the month of December, 1848. 
Shortly aftev, the move splendid steamer Empive City, of 
2,000 tons, was completed and put upon the hne, since when 
there has. been an uninteri'upted semi-montliiy communi- 
cation. Almost immediately after this hne was established, 
our govemment conti-acted with the proprietors, for the 
cai'riage of the mtdls between the two ports ; since when, 
the intercourse between tie United States and the Brilisk 
West India islands has been growing daily more intimate. 

Two more first-clasa steamers have been placed on this 
route, by Messrs, Howland & Aspinwall, of New York, 
within the past year, malting four in all, by which a sure, 
safe, and punctual conveyance between the two countries is 
always at command. The fare in these sf«amers, either 
way, for fet cabin, $100 ; for second cabin, 180 ; and for 
steeri^e, 8150. 

The voyages average about six days. No instance has 
yet occurred, I believe, of any steamer being over seven 
days in going either way. 



There is a general post office in Eingston, and there are . 
forty-two other provincial offices. There is but one daily 
mail, and that is crrried between Kingston and Spanish- 
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town. Mails aie iiespatelied from Kingston every jSIondaj" 
and Thursday afternoons, at half-past five o'clock, to aO 
parts of the island. The return mml araves on Wednes- 
days and Saturdays, and delivered at nine A. M., making 
two coantiy mails per week. A letter not exceeding half 
an oimce, to be conveyed not exceeding 60 milea, is cliargeS 
8 cents, over 60 miles and under 100, 12 eeuta, over lOO 
and Huder 200, 16 cents. 

KEWSPAPEUS. 

There are two daily newspapers pttblished in Jamaica, 
both at Kingston, The oldest is the Kingston Journal, 
established in 1S38, and edited by Robert Jordan and 
Bobert Osborne, both colored men. This is the oigan of 
the government, and its proprietors are priatere for the As- 
seml ly They are both also me nbe a of that body 

The tolm al Stan I rd s the nime of the other duly 
It was estal li bed m 1849 by TV (.rod t talented i 1 
ene getic Englislimin who wis fo me ly the editoi of 
an ther once jo] dar j aJ, the Iliigstoa Dispatch 
wh d he left a cons queues f i liffe enee of op h on 
with his ossoo at« T d vh ch has be oJie estn t. Th« 
iSta dard is the o ffi of the co u by party an 1 levot«cl 
to the ad wacy of a prot« t \e ta ifi re 1 ct n of sala les 
■tni the n 1 o tat o f lal o f om Af t Mr G od s a 
^o \ scl ol 1 1 L.oro V t 1 t til an n 
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tious politician. He also occupies a seat ia the Assembly. 
There are three semi-weekly joMrnals printed in Jamaica, 
the Cornwall Chrcmide, at Montego Bay, established in 
1781, of which Alexander Holmes is editor; the Cornwall 
Courier, at Palmoiitii, established in 1832, and edited by 
Eklwai'd Bums : and the Falmouth Post, at the same 
place, establfehed in 1835, and edited by JoJin CostcUo. 

The highest drculatipn of the dailies, is ftom 600 to 800. 
That of the provindala in more limited. 

All these papers aie under the editorial management of 
cultivated men, and the oiiginal articles veiy imifonoly, 
betray a degree of taste and scholarship which is rarely to 
be found in American journalism. But their columns are 
chiefly filled with extracb from English journals, and ac- 
counts of what is doing " at home," by which the stranger 
may perceive at once, that Jamaica has a transitory and 
dependent population, and that she inspii-es among them 
no feeling of nationality or sentiment of home. 
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APPESDIS A. 
A Visrr to the Empkeor of Haiti. 

" Oil my arrival at Port-au-Prince, my first caro was to 
ask M. Rayband (tiie French consul,) to present me' to tlie 
man who at the present nioment, is the centre of attrao- 
tion, admiration and envy in this remote portion of the 
glohe. After a delay of a few days, M. Kaybaud informed 
me that the desired interview would be granted, and that 
it had been arranged that it should take place on the fol- 
lowing day. At the appointed tjme we went to the Palace. 
This edifice, which was in foiitier times the residence of 
the goveraors of St, Domingo, assumes an imposing and 
even royal appearaaee when compared with the wretched 
hovels of which the rest of the town is composed. In 
point of fact, however, it would be considered very medi- 
ocre in any country where architecture has made some 
progress. The palace is very low, being composed of only 
one story, raisedafew feet from the ground, and approach- 
ed by four or five steps, which extend all ai'ound the edi- 
fice. A court which is railed in, and in which the Em- 
peror passes a review of his troops every Sunday, reminds 
one vaguely of that of the Tuilleries. On entering the palace 
we were shown into a waiting room, which I examined 
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with attention. Tho fioor is in wliite marble, the fui'iiiture 
ia black hMr-cloth and straw. On a riebly cai-ved table 
appeai-ed a beautiful bronz* clock, representing the amis 
of Haiti — namely, a palm-ti'ee surrounded with fascines of 
pikes and suvmoimted with the Phrygian cap. The walls 
were decorated witii two fine poitiaits, hung so as to cor- 
I'espond witJi each other. The one represents the celebrar 
ted Fi'ench coiiventionist, the Abbe Gregoire, and the 
other the reigning Emperor of Haiti. The former is the 
work of an European artist ; the latter does honor to the 
talent of a mulatto artist, the Baron Colbert, I should, 
perhaps, have remarked more, if my attention had not 
been atti-aeted by the step of his Majesty in the neighbor- 
ii^ apartment, into which we were preaentiy ushered. 
This apartment is hung with the portimte of all the gTeat 
men of Haiti, and it is in it that the grand receptions are 
given. "We immediately approached his Majesiy, who was 
dressed in a handsome green miiform, irreproachable either 
in material or fonn. He wore two gold epaulettes orna- 
mented with two silver stats ; a plague, provisionally orna- 
mented with crystal, decorated his breast. He had a sword 
by his aide, and eanied his hat in his hand. He com- 
menced by giving us a veiy cordial shake of the hand. 
He then sat down on a fauteuU, and waited with appear- 
ance of confusion and timidity, tall M. Eayband addressed 
him. We had, at his invitation, sat down upon chairs. The 
consul, after mentioning my name and profession, inform- 
ed the Emperor that I had come to visit his empire simply 
from motive of curiosity and amusement, and that it 
would have been a great disappointment to me if I had 
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been obliged to leave the island witliout liaving had the 
honor of being received by his Majesty. To this speech, 
I added, ' Sire, it was the only object of my voyage,' at 
the same time half mng from my seat The Emperor 
imitated my movement, and thanked me, adding at the 
same time, ' I have ah-eady had the pleasm^ of seeing this 
gentleman at the review on Sunday.' It was now my turn to 
offer my thanks for this flattering reminiscence. The con- 
versation continued in the same manner for about twenty 
minute. When we rose to take our leave of the Em- 
peror, he again shook hands with us. Three salutations 
oa our part, and as many on his, concluded the ceremony. 
" Eaustiu Soulouque is completely blaclt, but his fea- 
tures have not by any means, that savage and hideoiK 
form which ignorance attributes to the negroes of purely 
African origin. On the conti'ary, his features are pleasing, 
and there ia a peculiar sweetness in his smile. Though 64 
years of age, he does not appear to he more than 50. In 
height he is middle-sized. His breast is large and projects 
ing, his shouldera broad, and his haimohes clumsy, hke 
those for which Louis XVIII was peculiar. From the 
regularity of Hb features, his profile looks like that of a 
Roman Emperor. When standing, his corpulence makes 
him appear Ettle. Though naturally taciturn, he is always 
dignified and choice in his words. It is right to rectify an 
error which attributes to him an entire ignorance of the 
Fi'ench language. In my presence he spoke very correctly, 
and without any mixture of creolicisms. He has also 
been accused of not being able eitlier to read or right. 
The truth is, that he oigus his name legibly, and even in 
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cases of necessity writes letteis, and besides that, he reads 
every eTening, without the aid of a secretary, the new his- 
tory of UmIj, which has just been pubhshed by M. Modion, 
a native of much merit, and has recently been created a 
bai'on. He is greatly annoyed at the caricatui'es of him 
published in the Paiis Charivari, and the jokes of the 
prees in general. On Ibis point he is susceptible to an in- 
credible extent, 

" Fauetjn Soulouque is of the most humble origin. He 
wfe born a slave on the property of M. Tiallet. This 
gentleman, who is an European, has been pointed out to 
me. He has succeeded in escaping aE'the revolutionajy 
stoi-ms which have agitated this countiy, and at present 
is an inhabitant of Port-au-Prince, The Emperor Sou- 
louque having one day i-ecently met him, went up to him 
and said, ' Although I am an Emperor to the rest of the 
world, I cannot but look upon you as my master,' ■ ' And 
I,' rephed M. Viallet, ' conader myself as your subject.' 
How sia-ange are human destinies 1 

" At the period of tte evacuation of Haiti by the French, 
the emancipated slave entered as a soldier the army of 
General Dessaliues. From step to step, he i-ose to the rank 
of colonel, and he Iield that rank at the period of the faU of 
tlie President Boyer, a grave event, in which tJie present 
Emperor was not at all implicated. From thia taciturnity — 
a quality which among the blacks is considered to denote 
the most approved wisdom and discretion — he was admit- 
ted into the secret of tlie several conspiracies which suc- 
ceeded eadi other from 184S to 184*?. Having been 
created a general of divifiion under Richer, he only owed 
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ids election as Emperor to the accident of his name having 
been mentioned in the Senate at the moment when the 
votes were divided between two candidates, neither of 
whom had a suffident majority. He then became the 
means of eonoihation between the parties. The blacks 
voted for him on account of his ebony skin, the mulattos 
because they thought they liad no reason to fear the am- 
bition of one who had till then been quite unknown. But 
the latter were not long in discovering that they had g^ven 
to themselves a master, and not a flexible insti-ument. 
Hence proceeded the sanguinary events of tbe montli of 
April, 1848. 

" Soulonque triumphed in consequence of his display- 
ing a terrible energy of character. His victory was dis- 
graced by some fi'ightful executions. Pei-fidlous counsel- 
lors drove him info a course of vengeance, speaking of 
nothing less than exferminafing the whole colored race, who 
form the fifth of the population of Haiti. In this state of 
matters, the ixinsul general of France acquired for ever the 
gratitude ot humanity In the midst of the balls which 
whiatied thiou^h the ttieels of Port-au-Prince, he repmred 
toilie chief ct the 6tate, and succeeded, after reiterated 
efforts, m obtainmg from him an. amnesty, which excluded 
only tweh e persons wh we safety had been already secm'ed. 
In departing with the good news M. Raybaud said to Sou- 
louque, ' President, of all the persona here present, I am 
the only one who does not depend on you, and my opinion 
should appear to you at least the most disintei'ested. 
Many of these persons (pointing to the instigators of the 
crime,) excite your resentment as much as posable, and 
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drive you to the most sajigninai'y measures, wittout in the 
least, troubling themselves ahout the opinion that ■will he 
entertained of you heyondthis island,' These last ■words 
made the greatest impi-ession ou the mind of Soulouqiie, 
and the hand of the conqueror, ready to strike the con- 
quered, ■was an'ested by this appeal to the tribunal of ci'vil- 
ized nations. Soalouque for the last two years was princi- 
pally occupied in re-conquering the Spanish part of the 
island, erected into the Dominican Repubhc, when, to the 
surpidse of the European pi'^s, he was proclaimed Emperor. 
Peopk have generally agreed in saying that he did not 
solicit this advancement ; and, at any mte, he did not yoke 
himself a plagiarist of an idea which has always been 
attiibuted to another President. 

" The name of Emperor expresses nothing Napoleou-iike 
at Haiti ; it supposes only an authority better respected 
than that of President, and recalls to the Haitians the 
popular recollection of Dessahnes, who, in re'ward to the 
services rendered to his eountiy, had been proclaimed Em- 
peror. The following is, in few terms, the way in which 
the change in the forai of government was brought 
ahout : — A cei'tain number of mUitaiy and civil citizens 
addressed, on the 20th of August, 1849, a petition t« the ' 
Chamber of Eepresentafivea, demanding that the title of 
Emperor should be conferred on his excellency the Presi- 
dent Soulouque. General Vil Luban, commandant of the 
garrison of Port-au-Prince, expressed the same wish, as 
well as the principal officers present in the capital. On tlie 
26th, the Chamber took cognizance of the petition, ap- 
proved it, and transmiUed it on the same day to the Sen- 
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ate, who gave it iheir sanction. Not a voice was raised in 
defence of tLe expiring republic. On the 28th, tha two 
gi-eat powers of the State conveyed his promotion toSou- 
loiiciue, accompanied with a crown and a cross, and ex- 
prsEsed theh' devotion in the most monarohical terms. 
The coup d'etat, if siach it be, was accompanied with the 
l^al foTHia, and met with no opposition anywhere. The 
constitution wm immediately put into hai'mony with tlie 
new order of things. Such as it is at present, it guaran- 
tees the essential I'ights of citizens, and leaves, in appear- 
ance, httle latitude of airbiti-ary proceedings. Unfortimately, 
here, as elsewhere, practice continually contvadicls iheoiy. 
Entering completely into his impeiial mle, Faustiji I. did 
not delay creating ordera and titles of nobility. He is 
greatly honored for his conception, so favorably received 
by the Haitians, who, amongst other resemblances to their 
former rulers, have always been as vain as eoclffl. There 
are at present two orders in the empire — the mihtary order 
of 8t. Faustin, and tlie dvii order of the Legion of Honor. 
The Emperor proclamed himself the grand master, and 
has made grand crosses, and coromanders and knights. 
The tities are tiiose of piincea, dukes, eormts, barons and 
knighte. Tlie princes and the dulses have been chosen 
amongst the generals of division and the vice admh'als ; 
the eonnts amongst the generals of brigade and the rear- 
admirals ; tbe baroiK amongst the adjutant generals, the 
colonels and captains in the navy ; the knights amongst 
the heutenant colonels and commandei's of the navy. An 
assimilation of grades has baan in some measui-e estab- 
lished between the civil and the militjiiy functionaries. 
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The senators, tlie representatives, the judges, the superior 
officers of the oustoms, &c., are all barons. For the wo- 
men, besides (lie femitiine of the titles accorded to the 
men, there exists the special title of Marchione^ The 
first ordinance decrees the creation of ioivc princes and 
fifty-seven dukes. The priucea, named at the same time 
Marshals of the Empire, were the General Kerrot, La- 
zarre, Soufiraud and Boho. .They receive, with the title of 
M(st Serene Highness, that of Lord. To the ducal quality 
is attached the title of His Grace, and the name of some 
locality. From this after circumstance arise the denomi- 
nations which have led astray the European and American 
journals. TEius Gen. Qeffrard is Duke of the Table, Gen. 
Luiding, is Dulte of Mai'malade, Gen. Segi'attier, Duke of 
Fi'ose-Bonbon, Gen. Alberti, Duke of Lemonade, <fec. But 
the Table, Mai'malade, Frose-Bonbon, Lemonade, &c, are 
all places marked in the ancient geogi'aphy of the countiy. 
King Christopher already made use of them for the same 
purpose &s Soulouque, and wittily said, ' Kie Frendi, when 
they laugh at my Marmalade and Lemonade, forget that 
they have amongst themselves des Pois and des Bouillon! 
These two illustrious names are certainly lost in the dai'k- 
nesa of times ; but have we not seen in oiu- own day M. 
Salvandy desiroiis of being called Count de Chaiite-Merle ! 
The princes and dultra ai'e all grand crosses of the order 
of St. Faustin, and all have the grand cordon of the Le- 
gion of Honor. Another ordinance produced at once 
ninety-one counts. They are all styled Excellency, and 
their tities, like those of the dukes, are taken from diiferent 
localities. Thus we have, anmugst otheis, the Count. dc la 
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Serinquo, the Count de GRepes, the Count de Diamanf, 
the Count de Perches, the Count de la Bonibarde, &c. 
All the counts are oommandei's of the order of St. Faustin 
and officers of tlie Legion of Honor. More proiligal of 
his favors as he descends in fJte scale of aiistiicracy, the 
Emperor has created an innumerable mass of barons and 
knighfa. Louis XIV, in the midst of his spiendois, did 
not perhaps ima^e as many honorary changes as the 
Emperor Fauslin. Amongst his household, figure a grand 
almoner, a grand master of the panby, a grand marshal 
of the palace, a quarter master, gentlemen of honor, go- 
vernors of the royal palaces and castles, pages, masters of 
ceremonies, hbrariau, heralds at arms, &c. The Empress 
Adelina has litewiee her household, which is composed 
of a grand almoner, two ladies of honor, two tire-women, 
fifty-six ladies of the palace, tweniy-two ladies of the cha- 
pel, (all duchesses, countesses, baronesses, ladies of knights, 
or marehioneasea,) chamberlains, grooms, pages, &c The 
imperial prince^ Madame Olivia Faustin, possesses an 
equally brilliant household, ' Her gouvemante is Madame 
le OhevaUer de Bonheur. The costume of the noWhty 
has been regulated with pai-idcular care. The piinces, 
dukes and counts must wear white tunics, the bavons red 
coals, and the knights blue coats. They are, moreover, 
distinguished by the number of plumes in their hats. The 
princes have nine, the dukes seven, the counts five, the 
barons three and the knights two. An ordinance decress 
in minute terms the etiquette of the court. The gentlemen 
must appear in uniform ; the ladies in full dress. ' The 
nobles guard their swords,' the oi'donnance savs, ' as their 
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finest ornament' The tabouret is reserved for the princes 
and princ^ses, the dukes and duchesses, whilst folding 
chaire are allowed to coxmta and countesses, barons and ba- 
ronesses, knights aad their ladies. Soulouque is actively 
occupied in raising Haiti to the Jieight of the ancient mo- 
narchies of Europe. Ideas of war engage Mm witiiout 
intermission — a brave soldier, he is determined to efEaee 
the defeat of Azud, where a few liimdred Dominicans, pro- 
fiting by the inaction of the Haitian army, gained am easy 
victory. Two war staamei-s have been oi'dered in Ei.u'ope. 
The campaign is to open next month. The ctaiiees ap- 
pear very bad for St. Domingo, tlie population of which is 
only about 150,000, whilst that of Haiti is upward of 
600,000. The unfortunate republic has already in vain 
appealed to tiie protection of France and England, and 
now aolidts the intervention of a power of the second order. 
Eeduced to extremities, she may oast herself into the arms 
of the United States ; snch an eventuality might occasion 
grave complications. What especially encourages Sou- 
louque in his warlike projects is, that the excellent sale of 
coffee, the pi-ineipal article of export, increases gi'eatiy tlie 
resources of this year. The system of monopoly inti'o- 
duced by the minister of finance, M, Solomon, has been 
crowned witli complete success, however contrary it may 
appear to sound notions of political economy. The ordi- 
nary revenue of Haiti is valued at about £240,000 ; offi- 
cial situations are paid accordingly. The Emperor re- 
ceives about £3,200 a year, tlie Empress from £1,000 to 
£1,200, the three ministers have eaeli a Uttle leas than 
£120 a year as their salaiy. The French indemnity 
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weighs Leavily on the budget ITie clergy costs very little ; 
there are not more than forty-eight prieste in the whole 
bounds of the empire. People Slave been mistakeu wEen 
they spoke of the influence of the Jesiiita at the court of 
Porfr-an-Prinee. The Haitian territory is closed against all 
monastic orders. The Vicar Apostoho, the Abbe Cesaens, 
who has been represented as the agent of the disciples of 
Loyola, strictly confine himself to the religious duties of 
hia charge. As foe the authority of the ministers, it is to 
be wished that it were somewhat greater. They are men 
of acknowledged merit. M. Duiresue, minister of foreign 
affaiis, of the interior, of war and of marine, would shine 
in the most dvihzed countiaes. He is a dear midatto, M. 
Solomon, minister of finance and of commerce, and M. 
Francisque, minister of justice and of worehip, are jet 
black. In conclusion, and to resume my general impres- 
fflona of Hdti, I must say, that I found the elemente of 
dviKzation in a country wMdi has been supposed to be 
completely plunged in barbaiiam. In sil social relations, 
I have only had to congratulate myself on the character of 
the inhabitants. The highways afforded a security which 
apjwsra fabulous. In the towns, I met all tb.e charms of 
civihzed life. The gi'aces of tlie ladies of Port-au-Prince 
will never be efi'aced from my recollection." 
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TABLK OF EXPOBie — 1772-1848. 
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APPENDIX D. 

In estimating tlia policy which England is pnrsiiiiig 
towards the island of JaYHMca, it is necessary to have in 
the mind some proximate notaon of the magnitude and 
productive power of her colonial posaeaaiona, over which 
governmental eontrol has to be exei'ted. For the convenience 
of my raadera I have compiled the following statement of 
theii' extent, population, and resources from R, Mont- 
gomery Martin's elaborate work on " The British Colo- 

Tbbixorial Extent and Population. 

In Asia— Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Scinde, tlie N . W. 
provinces of Hiiidostan, the Punjaub, Assam, An'aean, 
Savoy, Tenasserim, Wellesley Province, and Malacca ; the 
Islands of Ceylon, Penang, Singapore, Labuan, Hong- 
Kong ; area, (in round numbers,) seven hundred thousand 
square miles ; population about one hundi'ed and twelve 
million. In addition to tiiia territory actually belonging 
to tiie British crown in Asia, there are tnbntaiy states, 
extending over half a million square miles, and containing 
more than fifty million people. 
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In ISf obth America.— The Canadas, {Tipper and Lower,) 
Kova Scofia, New Bmnswiclc, and Cape Breton, and the 
Islands of Piiace Edwai-d, ISTewfoundland, and Vancou- 
ver's and Queen Chailotte ; with an area of more than 
half a million of square miles, and two millions inhahit- 
ants. We have also on the continent of Woi-th America, 
the temtories belonging to and under the conti'ol of, the 
Hudson's Bay Company, extending from the'noi'thern fi^n- 
tier of Canada to Ibe Frozen Ocean, and from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, which comprises upwards of three millions 
square miles, and a population of about one hundi'ed 
and twenty thousand. 

In South Amekioa, — Demarara, Essequibo, and Ber- 
bice ; Honduras and the Falkland Islands. Area about 
two hundred tliousand square miles, population one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand. 

In THE West Indies. — The Islands of Jamaica, the 
Caymans, Trinidad, Tobago, Barbadoes, St. Vincents, Gre- 
nada, Antigua, St. Lucia, Dominica, St. Christophers, 
Nevis, Montaerrat, AnguiUa, Tortola, and the Virgin Islands, 
Providence and the Bahamas, and the Bermudas. Area 
about twenty thousand square miles; population nearly 
one million. 

In Apbioa. — The Cape of Good Hope and Natal, the 
tile Maiiritius and Seychelle Islands, Aden, (in Arabia,) 
Sierra Leone, the Gambia, Cape Coast Caatle, Accra, and 
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Annamaboe, the Islands of St. Helena and Ascension. 
Area fom- iiundved thousand square miles; population 
eight hundred thousand. 

In Austhalia, — The great Island of Avistralia, or 
New Holland, which contains the settlementa of Kew 
South Wales, Port Philip, South Australia, Westeiii Aus- 
tralia or Swan itiver, Northern Australia or Port Essing- 
ton. Van Diemau's Island, New Zealand, Norfolk Island, 
and the Auchland Islands. Area more thaji three million 
squai'e miles ; population half a million, of whom 325,000. 
are Europeans and their descendants. 

Id Ettrope. — Gibraltar, Malta, Gozo, Corfu, Cephalo- 
nia, ZanJ«, Santa Maura, Ithaca, and Cerigo in the Medi- 
terranean, and Heligoland in the German Ocean. Jersey, 
Guernsey, Aldemey, and Sark, have been held as fiefe of 
the Ciown since the leign of "Wjllnm the Conqueror 
The ateiof these temt«.res anl dependencies js alcm fif 
teenhonhed itnemlpa popiLt n nenly hilf t mil 

Tctil no-K etglt mJhon squaic miles poj ilation 
about -c hu idred and t eentif mtU wi *¥■■/■« 

In Pnti^ih N rth Ameiiea there ^le -ibout two m Hi n 
white mhibitinls of whom six bundled tl i a 1 ai f 
French leacent, and the rnmamder of the Anglj-Saion 
race. There are also iboi t one hun lie 1 thousand Iiid an" 
in the territories confided to the mans^ement of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company. 
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In Sotttii Africa, the British, subjects are Butch, 
English, Hottentots, Caffrea, &c. At the Isle of France 
and Seyehellea, principally French ; at Aden, Arabs ; on 
the west coast of Africa, negroes. 

Ill Australia there are about three hundred and 
twenty-five thousand of the Anglo-Saxon race, and no 
other European blood ; there are probably one hundred 
thousand New Zealaiidei's, a fine race ; and scattered 
savage hordes in Australia. At Gibraltar there is a medley 
of many Mediterranean and African races. At Malta, a 
peculiar population, partaking of the characteristics of the 
various nations under whose domuiioii the island has 
passed. In the Ionian Islands, the inhabitants are princi- 
pally Greek, with some Venetian blood ; in Heligoland, 
Gemiaas, and in the Norman, or Channel Islands, French. 
The languages spoken tiiroughout the British empire, are 
English, Fi-ench, Italian, Dutch, Spanisii, Portuguese, 
Grreek, Persian, Arabic, Maltese, Chinese, ArmMuan, Hia- 
doostanee, Eengallee, Mahratti, Tamul, Teloogoo, Car- 
natica, Ooria, Singale, Malay, Burmese or Assamese, 
Hottentot, Kaffre, Negro, New Zealand, and various bar- 
barous unwritten tongues. There are about 6,000,000 
Christians in our foreign ijossessions, including tiie Luth- 
eran, Latin, Greek, and Syiian Churches. There are about 
60,000,000 Hindoos, professing the rehgion of Brahm 
or Bralnna: about 20,000,000 Mohammedans; about 
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10,000,000 Ewdliists or Jains, a smaU number of the 
ir creed, and the remainder are idolatew of vaiiona 



t the whole popnlafion of the Bdtiah empire 
at 130,000,000, uot more than 26,000,000 eonsimie flesh 
abundantly ; about 10,000,000 eat of it sparingly; 
24,000,000 occasionally partake of it, and 70,000,000 
lire principally on vegetables and feh. Wheat, oats, and 
barley constitute the prindple gramnivoTOUS food of about 
84,000,000 ; potatoes, pulse, and other vegetables, of 
about 16,000,000; aad rice, maize, millet and several 
minor grmns, of about 80,000,000 people. With regard 
to feiTnented oi distilled drink, about 10,000,000 use wine 
freciuently, 25,000,000 malt liquore, 85,000,000 distilled 
liquors, and about 60,000,000 confine themselves chiefly 
to aqueous bevei«ges. About one half the population of 
the British empire reside within tJie temperate, and tiie 
other half within the torrid zone. * * * * 
The whole sums voted by Parliament for the civil ex- 
penditure of the colonies in 1840, derived from the reve- 
nues of Great Britain, were, in round numbers — ^Bahamas, 
£300 ; Bermuda, £4,000 ; Prince Edward Island, £2,- 
000; Western Coast of Africa, £13,000; Western Aus- 
ti-aha, £7,400; Port Essington, or Northern Aiiati-alia, 
(about to be abandoned,) £1,Y00 ; New Zealand, £20,- 
000; Heligoland, £1,000; Fidkland Islands, £5,700; 
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Hong Kong, £28,000 ; Labuaii, £10,000 ; Governors and 
otiera in tie West Indies, £18,000 ; St. Helena and re- 
tired servants of East India Company, £l7,000. Total, 
£138,000. Clergy in Nortli America, £11,500 ; Indian 
Department, Canada, £14,000 lustier or Stipendiaiy 
Magistrates in the West Indies, Mauntius Ac, £41,000 ; 
Militia and volnnteei's in Canadt, £8 000 ; Emigration 
department, £13,000; OJunial office, £37,000. Total, 
£133,000. Thus, it will he seen, tint the total civil 
chai'ges of the whole of onr ixilonies defrayed out of tlie 
home exchequer, directly oi indnectly, permanently or 
temporarily, is about a qviarter of a million sterling. 

The people of British India provide the whole of the 
dvil and military diarges of Hindoostan, defray annually 
the expenses of twenty to thirty thousand of the Queen's 
troops ; the cost of the Court of Directors of the East In- 
dia Company in Leadenhall street, and of the India Board 
in Westminster, The convict expenditure in Austi'alia 
and Bermuda, is about £225,000 a year, but this outlay 
results from vice and crime in the United Kingdom, and is 
not chargeable to our colonies. The total military cost for 
the pay and commissariat of the Queen's troops in all onr 
colonies was, for the year 1847, say, £1,503,059, commis- 
sariat, £670,142— £2,1 74,059. Of this sum, £603,718 
was for the Cape of Good Hope, during the Cafi're wai'. 
In some of the colonies there ai-e local corps, as in t^ 
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West Indi^ Ceylon and Malta. There are militia corps 
in several of our settlements ; tliose of our Noi'tii Ameri- 
can colonies compose 330,139 men. * « * 

* * * The shipping registered aa sailing vessels in the 
British colonies in North America, Austi'alia, Africa and 
tlie West Indies, amounts to half a million tons, and the 
steam vessels to sixteen thousand tons. Tlie British ship- 
ping cleared out of tie ports of the United Kingdom, for 
the Britosh poss^ons alone, in 1847, amounted to more 
than 2,000,000 tons. 

* * * Of 7,000,000 cwt. of sugai' imported, our colonies 
furnish 5,500,000. They send us also 35,000,000 Ihs. of 
coffee, 4,000,000 lbs. of coeoa, 7,000 gallons of rum, 
1,000,000 lbs. of cinnamon, 13,000,000 lbs. pepper, 
2,000,000 galls, of vegetable oils, 8,000,000 lbs. of indi- 
go, 40,000,000 lbs. of wool, (sheep) 100,000,000 lbs. of 
cotton wool, 1,000,000 lbs. of aiik, 1,000,000 cwt of rice, 
1,000,000 loads of timber, also corn, provisions, flax, hemp, 
hides, skins, saltpetre, gums, drugs, dyes, metals, &c., all 
capable of indefinite increase. In fish alone, Newfound- 
land has eontiabuted to the empire to the value of about 
£200,000,000, a richer wealth than tlie South American 
mines yielded to Spain. 

The exports of manufactured articles from tlie United 
Kingdom, to the colonies, nearly equals our whole exports 
of similai' articles to every part of the globe. Mr. U'Israeli 



Hcssdb, Google 



Ho,-.db, Google 



